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EAI. 

THE AUTHOR'S INTRODUCTION TO 

_ THis VOLUME CONSISTS' ONLY 

OF AN APOLOGY FOR MAKING 

NOINTRODUCTION AT ALL, AND 

HIS REASONS FOR THAT OMIS- 
SION, | 

A, INCE my ſetting about 

. Þ this Ge. I have ſeen ſe- 

8 veral late treatiſes that are 

| y half taken up with intro- 

OO 3 prefaces to the 

publicx. On a ſerious 

examĩnation to what end thoſe long diſ- 

courſes were penned, they ſeemed to me 


to have been occaſioned either by one 


or the other of the following motives: 
firſt, that an author having contraſted 
with his bookſeller for a certain num- 
ber of ſheets, without having well con- 
ſidered whether his head be ſtored with 
ſubje& matter to make good his en- 

gement, finds himſelf under a neceſ- 
2 of filling up the vacant pages by 
ſaying ſomething by way of an intro- 
duct ion, preface, or advertiſement to the 
reader; or, ſecondly, that fearing the eyes 
of the publick will not be ſufficiently 
apen to the merit of his performance, 
or, perhaps, not have the curioſity even 
to look into it at all, he thinks proper to 
beſpeak their favour by a pompous pre- 


\ 4 


lude, and ſounds his own praiſes, like 


| a trumpet at the door of a puppet- 


ſhew. | | 
Now I am too great a lover of li 

ever to bind myſelf by any ſuch flavi 

agreement. The firſt of theſe incen- 


tives is quite out of the queſtion, and 
cannot pane have any weight with 
me; and as to the ſecond, as a more per- 
fect knowledge of myſelf than perceive 
ſome others have will not permit me to 
be over vain in any thing I do, fo the 
indolence of my nature will not permit 
me to be over anxious for the ſucceſs, 
Beſides, not having the temptation of the 
motives aforeſaid, I have more adven- 
tures to relate than can be eaſily croud 
into this volume; therefore have neith 
time nor paper to ſpare for an addreſe, 
which would afford ſo little fatisfation 
to myſelf in the writing, and perhaps 
leſs to my-reader in the peruſing. 


CHAP. u. 


CONTAINS SUCH MATTER As, IT 19 
HIGHLY PROBABLE, WILL BE THE 
LEAST PLEASING TO THOSE FOR 
WHOSE SERVICE IT I$ MOST IN- 
TENDED. * | 


THE RE is, according to the wiſe 
man's phraſe, à folly under the 

ſun, which, in my opinion, has as little 
2 | to * 


and deſk, I found the 


» 
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— be ſaid for it as any of the many other 
of the preſent age; and that is, an inſa- 


* le inquiſitiveneſs into future events; 


as if the foreknowledge of what is to 
come, would enable us either to alle- 
viate or avert the decrees of Providence : 
yet are all ages, all degrees, of both 
ſexes, tainted more or leſs with this epi- 
demick frenzy. It cannot but afford 
the moſt aſtoniſhing, as well as melan- 
choly reflections, in a thinking mind, 
to obſerve how many impoſtors, in and 


about this great town, are maintained by 


pretending to the art of divination, 
while the induſtrious followers of law- 


ful occupations. periſh for went of due 


encouragement. 
As I was one day on my Inviſible 
Progreſſions, I accompanied a mingled 
crowd of people into a houſe ſituated in 
one of the moſt obſcure parts of the 
city. Atf1ſ I imagined that this was 
ſome private chapel, where perſons re- 
ſorted to pay their adorations to the Deity 
in a manner not authorized by the go- 
vernment; but was ſoon convinced of 
my miſtake, when, inſtead of a pulpit 
m we came 
into furniſhed only with globes and te- 
leſcopes, and "air implements of a 
foothiayer and aftrologer. I had not 


| patience to hear what idle predictions 


this oracle would ſpout forth, efpecially 
as I had no acquaintance with any of 
thoſe who I ſaw came to conſult him; 
ſo took my leave of the deceiver and the 
deceived, full of indignation againſt 
the one, and a pity, mingled with 
contempt, for the other: for what can 
be ſaid in defence of the underſtanding 


of thoſe people who waſte their time and 
money in conſulting thoſe abject dealers 


in futurity ! creatures who would make 
you believe they can read the moſt hid- 
den decrges of fate in the grounds of cof- 
fee, tea, and chocolate! I had often 
heard Mich talk of theſe conjurors, but 


not till 1 was convinced by the teſti- 


mony of my own ſenſe-, could ever be 
brought to believe, that perſons, en- 
dowed;. with a liberal education could 
deſcendl io far as to liſten to their incon - 
ſiltent prate, much leſs give credit to 
what they uttered; but fo ſtrong is the 
deſire of looking into the ſeeds of time, 
efpecially among the fair ſex, that 
Foametimes the moſt proud, as well as the 
molt nice and delicate, will throw aſide 
all conſideration of what they are, or 


would be thought, and, for the ſake of 


k 1 
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being told their fortune, ſend for, ca- 
reſs, and affociate themſelves with, the 
very loweſt and moſt dirty wretches in 
human nature. Es | 
Lyſetta is deſcended from a very an- 
cient and honourable houſe. She lived 
till conſiderably turned on the wrong 
fide of thirty withbut diſcovering the 
leaſt inclination for marriage, much leſs 
gave any room for the moſt cenſorious 
ever to ſuſpect ſhe enconraged any pri- 
vate gallantries; and the whole tenor of 
her conduct was ſuch, ag no one could 
imagine her er of harbouring an 
notions beneath the dignity of her birt 
and character. A long acquaintance 
gave me the privilege of yiſlting her 
pretty frequently, and never was denied 
acceſs. I was one day at her honſe 
when ſhe had no other company than a 
young lady with whom the was ex- 
tremely intimate. While we were 
drinking tea, her woman came running 
into the room, and with a ſignificant 
tone of voice, ſaid “ Madam, the wo- 
© man you know of is below. Tis 


© very well,” replied Lyſetta; © ſhew her 


© into my chamber, and bid her ſtay a 
© little.” Then torning to her friend, 
they ſmiled on each other, nodded, 
winked, and ſeemed big with ſome ſe- 


_ cret between themſelves. 


I found, by all this, that my preſence 
might very well be ſpared at this time; 
ſo turned down my cup, and took my 
leave, As I was going down ſtairs, I 
heard Lyſetta order herſelf to be denied 
to whoever ſhould come that evening; 


which convincing me of what I before 


had reaſon to imagine, that there was 
ſomething more than agen in hand, 
I reſolved, if poffible, to fathom the 
myſtery. AY I went home, - 
»pped on my Invifible Belt, put my 
ablets m my pocket, and returned 
with all ſpeed. A lazy footman, Iol- 
ling againft a poſt, with the door wide 
open behind him, gave me an eaſy en- 
trance into the houſe. I very 
knew the ſituation of Lyſetta's cham- 
ber, and went directly thither; but, to 
my great mortification, found the ladies 
had bolted themſelves in; and all I could 
diftinguiſh of what was 2 for ſome 
time, was only the hoarſe baſs of a loud 
laugh from Lyſetta, and the ſqueaking 
treble of a ſhrill tee-hee from the other. 

I ſtood centinel, however, at the top 
of the ſtair-caſe, and at laſt was happily 
relieved, Lyſetta opened the — 
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called to her woman to bring clean 
cups. Having now gained admittance, 
I ſoon perceived what they were about. 
A coffee-pot upon the table; the dregs 
of the liquor it had contained poured 
into a -baſon; ſeveral cups, with more 
figures on the infide than the outſige, 
and the yet recent circles they had left 


on being whelmed down on a damaſk 


napkin ſpread on one corner of the table; 
preſently informed me they were em- 
ployed in the art and myſtery of con- 
juration. The prieſteſs of theſe farcical 
rites was. a:mean-habited; ill- looked 
woman; and, though not old, had her 
noſe ſaddled with a pair of ſpectacles al- 
moſt as big as the tops of the cups ſhe 
pretended to inſpect: the was placed · be- 
tween the two ladies, who ſeemed to 
treat her with the greateſt marks of fret 
dom and civility. 3 
Lyſetta, I found, had been ſo com- 
plaiſant to her friend as to let her be firſt 
ſerved: but it was now her own turn; 
and freſh cups being brought, and the 
coffce-oracle having judiciouſſ y poured 
the quantity of atea-ſpoonful into each, 
the lady took it into her hand, threw 
out the liquor, whelmed it on the cloth, 
and deen. „ = — ee 
being concluded, the propheteſs took u 
the firm vith the moſt ſolemn air, looke! 
ſtedfaſtly into it, then on Lyſetta; and, 
after having ted this ſeveral times, 
at laſt delivered her predictions in theſe 
terms — | | 
Fortune teller. I ſee a rings Madam; 
your ladyſhip will be married. 
ſetta. Tis rather a mourning- 
ring; ſome of my kindred or friends, 
perhaps, may die. | .>, 
Fortune-teller. I can ſay nothing to 
that, Madam, as yet: but _— tive 
here is a wedding · ring, a heart juſt by it; 
and a little farther there is a great houſe, 
with a high wall, and a pair of gates. 


Vour ladyſhip will have ſome genile- 


man that has -a fine feat in the country 
—it looks almoſt like a caſtle. 1 5 
LTyſeita. I know nothing of it. But 
what elſe do you ſee? i' | 
Fortune-teller. Here is 4 man, Ma- 
dam, that ſeems to bring you money. 


Here are papers, too; I do not know but 
oy fr og, I 
tia. Very likely; for if 
my banker here either to-day or to- 
mer row. Hog > 
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dle of ſomething brought to your lady- 


- 


#. 


ſhip's houſe. 585 
Lyſetta. Oh, that ie a new ſack I 
have making. But is there nothing 


ortune-teller. Not in this 
dam: but I will Marg iro og 
Lyſetta. Do; for you have told nie 
nothing of any „ | 
Fortune teller. ere is a great deal 
here, Madam, I can perceive 


Here id a gentleman fitting in an 
his elbow upon ws 95 


chair, leaning 
ble, and ſeems to be in a deep ſtudy. 
12 Piſn ! what's this to meꝰ 

, 8 er e it is 2 
al to you; for here is your lady. 

ſhip, and the very ſame on his 
knees before, you- You turn your head 
away, and look a little ſcornful; but he 
has you by the hand. Bleſs me! here 
you are both together again; he is talk 
ing very y to you. I never ſaw 


any thing fo plain; your ladyfhi r 
2 yſhip may 


ſee it you 


In ſpeaking theſe laſt words, the held 


the cup to Lyſetta, and with à pin 
pointed out the eyes, the noſe, and 
mouth, of the pretended figure 

ſetta it from her, and ſaid 

* Lyſetta. I could never ſte any 


in x cup-is my life. But wha fort of 


OO 3 Ae 
Fortune -v 0 Pretty „Madam; | 
well ſhaped; very genteel; has à fair 
complexion, and 
guiſhment in his eyes. 5 
Lyſetta. I cannot recolle& that £ 
know any man who anſwers chis de- 

tion. 2 1 


ſcript "<q P , 1 
Fortune - ialler. I ſcarce think you do, 
Madam, at preient; but your wg, : 


may take my word for it, that you wi 


ſee and be courted by ſuch a one; for 
here is a figure-of three over his head! 
it muſt be either in three days, or ghree - 


weeks, at fartheſt. Letmeconfidets 


aye, the moon was at the full yeſtegday 
this event muſt happen before nan - 
ters into her next quarter. But the Spe - 
cup, it may be, will ſhew it ore 


clearl N 


With this the took up the third cupy 


k 


and had no ſooner looked into it, than. - 


the ſet it down again, clapped her hands 
together, and cried out , 


ove _ Bleſs me! 3 am 4 ; 
tive your ladyſhip will very de - 
— Here is an altar, a book upon EEE 


it, 
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ewhat of a lan- 
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it, and a parſon; all as exact as if they 
were drawn by a pencil. | 

She then took up the cup _ 5 and 
perceiving Lyſetta began to look a lit- 
tle more ſerious than ſhe had done, 
went on in this manner | 

Fortune teller. Well, this is won- 
derful, indeed ! 
turned in my life, I never ſaw any thin 
like this! Here is your ladyſhip hand 

In hand with that faid gentleman who I 
told you was in the other. I would 
now ſwear that your ladyſhip will be a 
wife before any one imagines you have 
any thoughts that way. 

Lyſetta. I have a very good opinion 
of your fkill, yet am certain you are 
92 in this prediction; for, to tell 
you the truth, I am reſolved never to 
marry. 

Fortuze-teller. Your ladyſhip may 
reſolve what you pleaſe; but if the ſtars 


reſolve the contrary, all your reſolutions, 
will come to nothing. Madam, there 


is no reliſting fate: this gentleman is 
ordained to be your huſband ; and, how 
much ſoever you may ſet yourſelt againſt 
it, the decrees of deſtiny are inevitable; 
and you muſt ſubmit. 
Lyſetta. Oh, Heavens! whether I 
will or not! ; 
Fortune-teller. Undoubtedly, Ma- 
dam. There is no withitanding the ſu- 
perior powers; and thoſe things which we 


think the fartheſt removed irom us, are. 


frequently the mait ner at hard; fo 


that deſign what you will, reſolve what 


ou will. it is all in vain; your ladyſhip 
is ordained io be a wife, and the gentle- 
man I ſee in theſe cups mutt be your 
huſband. 
 Zyſetta. Well, if ſuch a thing ſhould 
came to paſs, ſhall I be happy? 
Fortune-teller, There is nothing in 
the cup, Madam, that ſhews' the con- 
trary. | 
T he cups having been all examined, 
the prophete!s, after receiving a hand- 
ſome gratuity for her trouble, took her 
Itave, and left Lyſetta and her fair 


companion to reaſon between them 


ſclves on the wonder of her art. But 
my Chryſtalline Remembrancer being 
now quite full, it is not in my power 
to relate the particulars of their diſ- 
courſe; and can only ſay, that they both 
* ſeemed to give an implicit credit to eyery 
thing ſhe had pretended to reveal. 
5 5 85 
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Of all the cups I ever | 


CHAP. II. 


PRESENTS THE READER WITH A 
VERY FOOLISH ADVENTURE or 
LYSETTA'S, TO WHICH ALL THAT 


WAS 'CQNTAINED IN THE PRE. 


CEDING CHAPTER WAS ONLY A 
PRELUDE. : Pow hep 


H AVING diſcovered this folly in 
Lyſeita, which before I could ne. 
ver have imagined, I began now to be 
cenſorious enough to ſuſpe& ſhe might 
alſo be guilty of others, and therefore 
took it into my head to make her ſcme 
Inviſible Viſits, at thoſe hours in which 
it was likely her behaviour was moſt un. 

uarded. In order to ſatisfy my curio- 
ity, I went one morning, and found 
her buſy in looking over ſome new pam. 


phlets, juſt ſent her by her bookſeller. 


As I always thought the moſt certain 
way to form a true judgment of a wo- 
man's mind was in knowing what ſort 
of reading ſhe moſt delighted in, I was 
glad to perceive that this lady made 
Choice of only ſuch books as ſhewed her 


neither a wanton nor a coquette, and re- 


turned all thoſe which, by their titles, 
diicovered the leaſt tendency to pro- 
ee or obſcenity. After this, 
began to open the leaves of one of 
them; but before ſhe had gone through 
half the leaves it contained, was inter- 
rupted by her footman, who brought 
her a letter, and faid the perſon waited 
for an anſwer. I ſlipped behind her 
chair while ſhe broke the ſeal, and the 
contents were as follow —- ' 


| | þ 
© TO THE HONOURABLE LYSETTA. © 


©MAY 1T PLEASE YOUR LADYSHIP, 


© MADAM, s 
# I Hope your goodneſs will pardon _ 
1 the liberty a ſtranger takes in 
* writing to you; but as I am not ſa 
© fortunate to be acquainted with any 
«© perfon who can introduce me to your 
© ladyſhip, I am obliged to become my 
© own ſolicitor, and moſt humbly re- 
« queſt you wilt, allow me the privilege - 
© of waiting on you this afternoon, if no 
©. previous engagement intervenes be- 
« tween me and my deſires, having; 
« ſomething to communicate. of the ut- 
ewe 


* 


moſt moment to the peace of him who - 
© has the * to be, — 5 _ 
profound reſſ our ladyſhip's ſin- 
c ef Ne by 8 
. - © ORSAMES,' 


ed on reading this little epiſtle; and 


after pauſing a while, argued with her- 


ſelf in this manner Good God! if 
this ſhould be the man the fortune - 
© teller told me of! ſhe ſaid I ſhould 
© hear or ſee ſomething of him within 
© three days, and this is but the ſecond 
© ſince the prediction. If I was ſure he 
vas the perſon ſhe mentioned, I think 
© I ought not to give him leave to viſit 
© me, at leaſt not on his firſt requeſti 

it; yet I ſhould be glad, methinks, to 
6 ſee if he any way anſwers the deſcrip- 
© tion ſhe gave of him: beſides, if I 
© ſhould refuſe him, ſome accident or 
© another would bring us together; for 
© it is certain, there is no ſuch thing as 
© diſappointing fate. Why, therefore, 
© ſhould I keep my ſelf in ſuſpence? No, 
© I will ſee him, aud hear what he has 
© to ſay. It may be he may come upon 


' © ſome other buſineſs than what I ima- 


« gine, and then it would be vaſtly filly 
in me to avoid him. Whoever he is, 


or whatever his defigns are, it can be 


of no prejudice to ſee him once. He 
cannot run away with me, cannot have 
« me againſt my will. | | 
She then called her ſervant, and bid 
him ſay that ſhe ſhould be at home. 
The fellow ran down, but had ſcarce 
time todeliver the meſſage he was charged 
with, before ſhe repented of it, as may 


be ſeen by this exclamation: © Lord! 


* what have] done! if he is really the 
* perſon I take him to be, he muſt think 
© me ſtrangely forward in ſo eaſily grant-. 
ing him admittance.” Fe 

While ſhe was ſpeaking this, ſhe ran 
to the ſtair=caſe with an intent to retract 
what ſhe had ſaid; but a ſecond thought 
witholding her, ſhe turned back into 
the room, and cried out What a fool 
© I am! he does not know that I have 
© conſulted a fortune-teller, nor that I 
© have any reaſon q gueſs at the buſi- 
* neſs that brings him hither. Why, 
© therefore, ſhould I hun him? What 
* ſhame can my ſeeing him tefle& upon 
me? It will be time enough to forbid 


© his viſits when he has declared him- 


- 


© ſelf my lover. 8 
How long ſhe would have continued 
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in that mind is uncertain, Two ladies 


came in that inſtant to deſire her come 


y with them to the Park, being 4 
ne morning; to which ſhe conſenting, 
I left them, and went home, but with a 


full reſolution to return in the afternoon, -* 


Lyſetta ſeemed a good deal confound- 


and ſee what event the expected inter- 
| oduce. Accordingly'I 
put on my Belt of Inviſibility, and went 
ta the houſe of Lyſetta. I ſaw a chair 
waiting, but the door was ſhut, and 1 
was obliged to ſtay in the ſtreet a conſi- 
derable time, before it was opened for. - 


any perſon, either to go in or out. I 
fed 'direQ- _ 
o the dining-room, where I found _ 


got entrance at laſt, and 
t 


the perſon I was deſirous of beholding. 
On my looking earneftly on him, I ſaw - 
he had ſo much the reſemblance of the 

picture drawn for him by the fortune. 
teller, that I preſently perceived ſhe muſt 
be better acquainted with his features 
than the cups could make her, and that 
in reality ſhe was a marriage-broker, 


under the diſguiſe of a coffee · grounds 2 


calculator. He had placed himſelf v 
cloſe to Lyſetta on a ſettee, and m 


have been making a declaration of love - 


to her by the anſwer ſhe gave juſt as I 
came into the room. 7 
Lyſetta. Sir, it does not become me 
to hearken to any profeſſions of this na- 
ture, from a on, to whoſe family, 


fortune, and c » I am fo entire a 


nger. FT 

Orſames. It will be eaſy for me, 
Madam, to give you full ſatis faction in 
all theſe particulars; but till I can do 
ſo, I beg you will permit me, at leaſt, to 
convince you of my paſſhon., + | 

Lyſetta. Though, Sir, there is 
room to doubt, either, by your appearance 
or behaviour, that you are à gentle. - 
man and a man of honour, yet I ſhould 
be glad, methinks, to know ſome one 
perſon with whom you are acquainted. 

Orſames. Unfortunately for me, Ma- 
dam, there is not a ſoul in this town who 
can give any E of me. This, 
perhaps, you will think odd; but per- 
mit me to give a ſhort ſketch of my 
hiſtory, and you will ceaſe to wonder at 
ik, WEIS G, 7 7 : 
, Lyſetta. Then, pray Sir, oblige me 


fo far. 


_ * Orſames. Tt is no boaſt in me, Ma- 
dam, to aſſure your ladyſſiip, that my 
family is among the number of the moſt ® . 


ancient in Englandgghaving been ſettled _ 
here long e and — 6 
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of them been biſhops 


counſellors; but my father, taking ſome 


_ dilpytt at the meaſures in a late reign, 


* 


reſolved to quit his native country for 
ever; and to that end fold the ſeat of his 
avceſtors, with à very conſiderable eſtate 
in Somerſetſhire, and carricd the pur- 
chaſe-money, together with bis whole 
family, to Philadelphia, where he had 
then a brother, reputed the moſt wealthy 
merchant in that place. It was there, 


Madam, I was barn, and am the only 


ſurviving iſſue of my parents, and con- 
1 the ſole heix of their poſſeſſions, 
as alſo of my uncle's, he dying without 
leaving any child behind him. I fear I 
tire you, Madam. : 
 Lyſetta. No, Sir, I beg you will go 
on.. | i 
Or/ames. From my very pony 
there was ſomewhat in my nature whic 


could not reliſh the manners of. theſe * 


Americans, though born among them. 
I had read a great deal, and heard much 
concerning England, and had always a 

jonate deſire to come to it; but my 


f , even after my arriving at matu- 


rity, would never liſten to any intreaties 


* 


fr 


on chat ſcore. After his death, my uncle 
was no leſs averſe to my removal; hut 
an his demiſe, finding mylelf freed from 
all dependency, and. entirely maſter af 


my own actions, I left all my effects to 
te 


diſpoſed of by a perſon whoſe inte- 
grity 2. am well aſſured of, and ng 
with me only a thouſand guineas, ju 

far preſent uſe, embarked in the firſt 
ſhip that failed for England, where I 
happily arrived about fix weeks ſince. 

Lyſetta. But would it not have been 


* eee Sir, that you had ſtaid at Phila- 
phia till your affairs had been ſettled ? 


4 rv Nat at all, Madam; I have 
iends there that will manage for me as 
well as if I were there in perſon. Be- 
ſides, an irreſiſtible impulſe burried me 


to England. I could not then account 


for my impatience, but am now con- 
yinced it was my guardian angel called 
me to behold in reality that lovely face 


I have fo often ſeen in dreams. 


. What! dream of mei 

rſames. Yes, Madam, though ſo 

many 45: "a diſtant, my ſpirit has been 
t 


_ often with you. converſed with you, and 


U. 


avowed that flame my mortal, part naw 
feels. 6 : 
Is it poſſible! 


Or james. Trust fr Heaven 


* 


Nn * 5 
E 
V. 


appearance of wanſport; all which 


„ 
* 
. 


Lyſetts. And are you certain am 
the ſame you ſaw in your fleep? 
Or/ames. I could not be deceived ; 
the firſt moment my eyes were bleſt with 
youy preſence at the Chapel Royal, I 
orgot the ſolemnity of the place, and 
. ——— had brought me 
itn er. ; 1 4 Ok. 
 Lyſetta. Tis very wonderful; but 
tis time enough to talk of theſe things. 
As you have related to me the former 
part of your life, I ſhould like to know 
in what manner you intend to regulate 
the future. 5 
Orſames, That muſt be ſubmitted 
to my charming directreſt; all my affaire, 
as well as my heart, muſb henceforth be 
at your Re. I had thoughts, indeed, 
of purchaling a ſmall eſtate, 'of about 
fifteen hundred or two thouſand 
a year; but whether J ſhould put the 
2 w my fortune into —— 
unds, or lay it out on an emp t 
at court, I had not yet r 
Lyſefta, Ob, by all means buy a2 
Means the court is the only thing upon 
earth. 7 | 
Orſames. Next to your company 1 
believe it is; and hs on — * 
thought, ſhall infallibly purſue it. 
Lyſetta. Whoever you marry, Sir, 
will doubtleſs he of my opinion. | 
Orſames. Ahl do. not wrong my 
faithful heart ſo much as to imagine it 
capable of being charmed by any/ther. 
Na, if all my love, my ſervices, my 
prayers, ſhould fail to move. the ador- 
able Lyſetta, I vow an eternal celi- 


bacy. 

Tibets. You men always talk thus 
when you would impoſe on the creduli- 
ty of our ſex ; but, Sir, it is time alone 
that is the true touch-ſtone of ſincerity, © - 

Orſames. Madam, it is, and-to a | 
I ſhall truſt the deciſon of my fate; 
therefore, I once more implore your per- 
miſſion to repeat my vows, and pay you 
the tribute which heauty like yours de- 
mands from love like mine. 5 

Lyſetta. I will not hear ſa much of 


love; but, as you are a ſtranger in town, 


and as yet have no acquaintance, I can- 


no! be ſo ungenteel to refuſe you the pri- 


vilege of og e ſometimes. 
r 


At theſe words, he threw. himſelf upon | 
his knees; and, catehing hold of both 
her hands, preſſed firſt the one and then 
the other to his lips, with, the greateſt 
ihe 


Re 


* 
S 8 


Mone... 


** * o 


luctance. I know not how long he 
might have continued in this mute court- 
ſhip, if the found of ſomebody at the 
door had not obliged him ſuddenly to 
rife, It was Ly etta's ſervant, who im- 
mediately enter. d, and preſented her with 
two letters, which had been juſt left her 
by the poſt, She looked on the ſuper- 
fcriptions, then threw them eareleſsly on 
the table, without ſhewing any impa- 
tience to examine the contents ; bur 
lover, either through politeneſs, or be- 
cauſe he had ated enough of his part for 
the firſt time, thought proper to take his 
leave, faying, he would do himſfelf the 
honour to wait on her the next day. 
He was no ſooner gone, than ſhe be- 
gan to give a looſe to thoſe agitations his 
prefence and diſcourſe had occaſioned, 
and which ſhe had not without pre 
difficulty reſtrained from being viſible. 
It was in theſe terms the exprefſed her- 
felf, which, incoherent as they are, F 
fhall deliver them to my readers, juſt as 
I found them the next morning engrav- 
ed on my Tablets. Well, this is the 
* oddeſt accident; ſure there was never 
© any thing fo aſtoniſhing! Let people 
© ſay what they will, there is à great 
© deal in the throwing of a cup; that 
© woman is certainly the devil; how 
exactly ſhe deſcribed this gentleman! 
I haye faid l would never mariy, but 
c if the ſtars have ordained it otherwiſe, 
6 it is in vain to reſiſt; and if his for- 
© tune be ſuch as he pretends it is, I can 
© ſee no cauſe for any one to blame me.” 
Here the ſtopped, and fell into a little 
reverie; but ſoon coming out of it, thus 
renewed her ejaculations: There is no- 
«© thing in the perſon nor addreſs of this 
© new lover but what is perfectly agree- 
* able; and I believe I ſhall Bee him 
well enough-on a little more acquaint- 
ance with him: he ſ-ems vaſtly charm- 
et with me; but one/ought not to 
© build on what the men fay on theſe 
* occahons. There is ſomething ſtrange- 
ly particular, indeed, in his dreaming 
© of me without ever having ſeen me: 
© in fine; the more I-conſider, the more 
] find the hand of fate is in this buſi- 


a a a 


{ 
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ſuffered, nor diſcovered the leaſt re- the narravive I am reciting. ' WH } : | ; | 


meant as a jeſt. 


— a” 


* N 
- SY 


came home, had thrown myfelf m aft 
eaſy-charr,. and began to ruminate of 


the extraordinary ſcene F had been w]. 


neſs of, I knew not whether the baſs 


deſign, which 1 now plainly perceived | 


been concerted between the for- 


tune - teller and Orſames, or the weakrefs 


and infatuation of Lyſetta in * 
credit to their romantik lyet, had 


moſt right to engroſs my amasepent. Fo 


But when I reflected more 


various impoſitions I daily [aw practiſed 


my wonder ceaſed, on account either o 


the fortune - teller or the fortune · hunter, 


and fixed itſelf entirely on the ſimplicity 
of Lyſetia. It now ſeemed not ſtrange 


to me; that the moſt illiterate and abject 


wretciies ſhould be endowed with # na- 
tural ftor* of cunning, which, hacked 


by impudenee, renders them capable of 


forming contrivanees to deteive z elſe 
how do we often ſee pick pockets and 
houſe breakers circumvent the wiitth- 
fulneſs of the moſt cautious ? But 
thoſe ſort of pilferes- rob us oben og 
heads are turned another way, of w 

we are ſleeping in our beds; but in Me 
tening to fortune-tellers, we are defraucd- 
ed with our eyes open; and gives as it 
were, our own conſent to the worſt kind 
of theft, that of ſtealing away our un- 
derſtanding. N 

People guilty of this 

when detected in it, & th n- 
ſult thoſe ridiculous oracles for nd other 
end than merely to divert. themſelves; 
without believing, or even remembering 
one ſyllable of the prodiftions deli vere 
to them. This may, perhaps, at firſt 
be true; but there are too many inſta nees 


which prove, that cuſtom, by degrees, 


turns into earneſt what might once be 


99 us folly, , 
5 n. 


The reaſon is this: 
5 ns ſubtle ereatutes frequently find 


ans, either by emiſfaries, or by in- 


finnating themſelves among 
to get into the ſecrets of families, and 
one real fact ſexving to make all they 
ſay believed, gives them the power to 
work the 


them almoſt” to any point they aim at; 


The molt pernicious defigns' have been 
carrie on this way. Huſbands have 


who depends upon 


© neſs, and I muſt ſubmit.” 
After this, ſhe ſeemed ſomewhat more 
_ compoſed, and began to read the letters 
ſhe had recejved. I alfo looked over 
them at the ſame time; but found = 
were only from relations, of family af- 
fairs of no moment to the publick, or to 


been et againſt their wives and wives - 
againſt their huſbands parents have 
been made to diſregard their children, 
and children to forget all obedĩence io 
their parents; the beſt matches have 
been broke off, and the molt diſpropore = 


* : 


— 
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tionable ones made: in fine, there is no could take the-privilege ok 2 
kind of miſchief but what has Po with- her on this head, did it in a very 
when a fortune - teller has been bribed free manner; but the anſwers ſhe gave to | 
by ſome baſe perſon, who has an intereſt their in tories were far from being 
in bringing about ſuch events. There- ſatisfactory. When ſhe told them his 
fore, as there is a ſtrict Jaw in force hiſtory as he had related it, they treated. 
inſt theſe pretended dealers in futu- it with contempt. Some ſaid that he was 
rity, I cannot help ſaying, that I regret an impoſtor; others, more modeſt, that 
it's not being executed with greater they wiſhed he was not ſo ;/to both which 
punctuality; ſince the more ſimple an ſhe returned, that whatever he were, ſhe 
evil appears, the more dangerous it was certain it was her fate to 
— in it's effects. him, and deſired they would give them - 
s > ſelves no pu: a 3 At the 
. | was naturally of a haughty, obſtinate 
CHAP. IV. ; 1 — 


diſpoſition, it is highly probable, that 
| the remonſtrances they took the liberty of 
' CONTAINS THE CATASTROPHE OF making to her, rather ſtrengthened t 
AN AFFAIR, WHICH THE REPE-= abated her reſolution of giving herſelf to 
'TITILON OF QUGHT Nor- TO him. I was at her houſe one day, under 
GIVE @FFENCE TO ANY ONE, Ex- cover of my Inviſible Belt, when I 
CEPT THE PERSON WHOSE RE- heard the following converſation be- 
SENTMENT THE AUTHOR WILL tween them RO OR AD 
WOT LOOK UPON AS A MISFOR- Or/ames. Condemn me not, my 
unk. | angel, for being ſometimes melancholy 
| : ? even in your preſence. Though you have 
YSETTA was ſo ſtrongly per- promiſed to make me one day the hap- 
| ſuaded in her mind, that it was her pieſt of mankind, and I look upon ey 
fate to marry Orſames, that ſhe made not word of that dear. mouth as unfailing 
the leaſt attempt to check the growing as an oracle, yet when I conſider the 
; inclination ſhe had for him, but rather length of time online; hi and the con · 
ö  thoughtita virtue in her to encourage the ſummation of my wiſhes, the impatience 
f | moſt tender ſentiments for a perſon ordain- of my paſſion will not permit me to be 
' 


* 


ed by Heaven to be her huſband. I made gay? | | { 
ſeveral viſits to her, both in my viſible Tyſetta. You men are always in ſuck _ 
and inviſible capacity, and ſeldom went a hurry in every thing you do. 
| - without finding Orſames there, and Orſames. Ah, Madam, tis a dread- 
= every time more free and degagee than ful thing to have one's happineſs depend 
| before. He made ſo ſwift a progreſs in on the uncertain winds and waves; it 
His courtſhip, that in leſs than a month may be yet two months before my effects 
he became the major-domo of her fami- can arrive from Philadelphia. 5 
ly, commanded all the ſervants, and be- Lyſetta. And do you call that ſo long 
haved as if already their maſter. To a time? | Nt 
add to all this, Lyſetta ſuffered him to Orſamet. A million of ages in the - 
conduct her to all publick places, ſat account of love, and even, according to 
in the ſame box at the playhouſe, and common calculation, longer than human 
\always dined and ſupped with her, nature can ſuſtain continual torments 3 
whatever company were there: in a eight whole weeks, ſix and fifty anxious 


word, they were never afunder but in 
thoſe hours when decency obliged them 


to be ſo. e 
So ſtrange a revolution in the beha- 
viour of Lyſetta, made a great noiſe in 
the town; all her acquaintance were ſur- 
prized; all her friends and kindred were 
much alarmed at it; eſpecially as the 


perſon to whom ſhe ſhewed theſe ex- 


traordinary favours was altogether un- 


known, nor could they gef the leaſt ac- 


count of him. Thoſe, who either through 
a long converſation or affinity of blood, 


A. . 


d 


days, and as many reſtleſs nights; up- 
wards of thirteen hundred hours of te- 
dious expectation; and minutes almoſt 


numberleſs, waſted in pain which might 


be paſſed in pleaſure, if you would ſhorten 
the tremendous date. . 


 Lyſetta. What would you have me 
o he £0937 bn ON Lon M 2 rY 
, Orſames. Ah! if yon loved, you 


need not be told, but of yourſelf ge- 


nerouſly bring the bleſſed event nearer to 


my wiſhes. 8 


Lyſettia. You would not | have. . 
i RO Ng oy marti 
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marry. till your 
things can be done to our mutual ſatis- 
faction. : * \ g * 
Orſames.: I underſtand you, Madam; 
the articles of - jointure and pin · money, 
I know, are cuſtomary in modiſh mar- 
riages; but the paſſion you have inſpired 


me. with is of too ſublime a nature to 


ſtoop to ſuch mean forms. I aſk not 
what your fortune is, but will ſettle the 
whole of mine upon you; your lovely 
perſon is all the treaſure I am ambitious 
of preſerving z-the reſt ſhall be at your 
_ diſpoſal... | 
Lyſetta. 
more than I defire or would accept of. 
Orſames. © Oh! that you had no other 
fortune than your beauty | then would 
the ſincerity of my love be proved by 
endowing you with all that Heaven has 
made me maſter of. Alas! you know 


not how ardently, how faithfully I adore 


ou. 
. Lyſetta. 
think I have ſome ſhare in your affec- 
tions. . 
Orſames. 


you mine! 


That is kind, indeed; but 


Some ſhare! Oh! could 


when ſhall be the bliſsful day that makes 


Lyſetta. Since it muſt be vo, even 


when you pleaſe.— No, hold, I had for- 


got myſelf. 25 1 a 
Orſamet. Oh, Heavens, what now ? 


Lyſetta. I promiſed a clergyman, 
my near kinſman, that if ever I matried, 


be ſhould perform the ceremony; he is 


at preſent out of town,” but will retura 
next Sunday, and on the Tueſday.follow+ 


ing it ſhall not be my fault if we do not 
attend him at the altar. 
Orſames, Extatick ſound! 
depend on the performance of 
heavenly pronfiſe 1 _ . , 
Lyſetta. You may, and be entirely 
eaſy on that point; and take now may 
hand, as an earneſt of my giving it you 
in a more ſolemn manner before a par- 
ſon: henceforward I ſhall look upon 


. 


| ' myſelf as yours, | 
Yes, I amwain enough to 


Orfames. Aiigel! goddeſs! Thus then 


let me ſeal the covenant on thoſe charm- - 


ing lips that have pronounced it. 
 Lyſetta, The covenant will not hold 


| you heſenſible of the thouſandth part of good in law without both parties inter- 


what I feel, pity, if not love, would 
compel you to eaſe my throbhing heart 
of the ſuſpence it labours under, and 
ou would give yourſelf to my burning, 
leeding paſſion. 
Lyſetta. I have already faid I. will 
be yours, ang mo. again repeat it. 
Orſames. But when, my angel! 
In ſpeaking theſe words he threw him- 
felf upon his knees before her, burſt in- 
to a flood of well-diſſembled tears, and 
graſped her robe de chambre with agonies 
which I cannot. but ſay had much the 
appearance of reality, while in theſe 
terms he proſecuted his deſign— _ 


Orſames; I have till now . e 


life but in the rapturous hope of being 
one day bleſſed in your poſſeſſion: but 
even hope, by it's uncertainty, becomes 
at laſt too weak an aid; and ſoon, very 
ſoon, my adorable Lyſetta, will you be- 
hold your faithful lover a cold breath- 
leſs corpſe, unleſs the balm of your kind- 
neſs recruits the vital lamp, and gives 


changeably ſiga their aſſent. 


She uttered theſe words with a moſt © 
pleaſing ſmile, and at the ſame time 
threw her arms about his neck, and re- 
turned the paſſionate ſalute ſhe had re., 


ceived from him, adding this tender ex- 
preſſion — My dear, dear Orſames, 1 


. © do not now bluſh to confeſs to you, 


. oy om _ Eon you de- 
clared your my tover, my. h 
: cormbanced with. hes 
© told me what would be the event.“ 
He affected too much tranſport, on hear. 
ing her ſpeak in this manner, to be able 
to make any other reply than kiſſes 
embraces, which, as he was far from 
repelling, or ſeeming the leaſt offended 
at, I know not what advantages he 
might have taken, on finding 
ſoftened by his artifices, if a ſudden in- 


terruption had npt, happily - for her, 


broke off this dangerous entertainment, 
A footman came and told 


our vows, and 


her thug 


that her 
aunt, lady Gravelove, a heck. to viſit 


affairs are ſettled, and of my happineſs. Say; then, oh ſay! 


freſh vigour to my deprefſed and break - her z on which ſhe cried out with ſome © 

ing heart. „„ peeviſhneſ . Piſn] why did you not a 
Lyſetta, I cannot bear to hear and ſay I was from home?” Then turnin 

ſee you thus. Riſe, Sir; this poſture does fondly to Orſames, ſaid = 3 

not become the man whom I intend to Lyſzita. Do you chuſe to join com- * 

make my huſband. . pany with my aunt? or ſhall I fetch . 

. Orſames, No, by Heaven, I never ſome book to amuſe you with till the is "a 

will quit your feet without an aſſurance gone? pee . 1 

W ge Bag nt po a Orſames, 


| taken ſome pains to di 


126 
Orfames.' No, my deareſt love; this 
dy has always looked upon me with an 


unpleafing eye, eſpecially of late, there- 


fore will not offend her with my pre- 
ſence ; neither” are my ſpirits enough 


' compoſed, in\the exceſs of joy you have 


me with, to read any thing with 
atten'ion; fo will take x little walk. 

 Lyfetta. Do ſo; but IT ſhall expect 

back to ſupper: my aunt ſeldom 


Jays longer than to drink tea, and 1 


am ſore I thajl not preſs her at this 


| * more was faid on either ſide; they 


embraced and parted; ſhe went into the 


mext room, and he down ſtairs, in order 


to go where his buſineſs or inclination 
ealled him. As I never believed this 
feltow..was what he pretended, 1 had 
home the truth of 
his circumſtances, but without any tuc- 
eels, till it now came into my mind to 
follow him, after he had left Lyſetta's 
houſe; which 1 did, reſolving not to 
loſe fight of him till he ſhould return to 
her again. | 
He went directly to Drury Lane, walk - 


ed very faſt and never ſtopped till he 


came to the entrance of a narrow paſſage 


| between that place anf Wild Street, 


where he Rood ftill, and looked round 
him, I ſuppoſe, to fee if, any one was 
near who might know him; for day was 
net yet quite ſhut in: then paſſed a little 


father, Jooked about him again, and 


finding the coaſt, as he thought, clear, 
none being in the alley but his Inviſible 


5 Attenctant, ſlippe. haſtily into a little 


dirty alehouſe, where an od woman met 
him, and told him his frien-is were all 
above; on whi-h he ran up ſtairs, and 


— * open the door of a room, pretty 


4 1 
9 
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indeed. but had otherwiſe ail 
ihe  figns of beggary and wretchedneſs 
about it. Here we found five or fix 
men tolerably well habited, but had 
ſomething in their countenances which 
made me gueſs th ir occupation before 
they diſcovered it by their converſation ; 


for they were no better than a gang of 
-* thieves and ſharvers : they were ſittin 


before them, hen Orſimes ruthed in, 


5 and, with a gay air, accoſted them in 


- 


| gained 
IF ' - 


theſe terms FR Eng rs 
Orjames. With me joy, my lads, my 


hearts of iteel, wiſh me joy; I have 


my point; all is over, i' faith. 
Rerft Man. What, married!” ) 
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4 nour, that it ſhall be the 
round a table with a great bowl of punch 


| . 
onſames. No, but 46 g6od 36 mere 
ried; the wench and her twelye thouſand 


pounds are as ſure to me, as if I had the 
one in my arms, and the other in my 
pocket, Tueſday is the day, my buffs! 
But I muſt have more money, by Gd 
1 have not a ſingle doit left. ICE, 
| Second Man. How! all the fifty pieces 
gone already! +< < 1 
Orſames. Ay, faith, and well laid 
out too; I ſhall return it with intereſt; 
you are all to ſhare in the money, — 
the woman too. But come, how flands 
ftock among you ? ; 
Third Man. Curſed. low: though we. 
have been all out to-day, we have not 
collected above thirty pieces, and four 
gold watches that muſt be knocked to 
pieces, and the caſes melted down; or the 
makers names may betray us. f 
Fourth Man. The road grows werſe 
and worſe every day, I thin. 
Orſames. But did you get nothi 
from the ladies the fortune : teller to 


you were to take the air this morning on - 


Barnes Comman ? 


Fifth Man, I thor fd have done; but, 


as the devil would have it, juſt as they 


were going to pull out their purſes, three 
gentlemen, with fire-arms, came gallop- 
ng towards ns, and obliged me to make 
off without my booty. | wt 
Orſames. *T'was damn'd unlucky! 
Firft Man. One meets witlra thou 
ſand cyfappomtmems ; for my x 5 
am hal* ſick of the buſineſs, and ſo I be- 
lieve we are all. Fa 
' Second Man. Ay, faith; for, what 
with feeing iun-keepers , coachmen, for- 
tune-teilers, ' and other- ſuch neceffary 
informers, we have the leaft part of the 
r-fit to ourſelves. „ 
Third Man. Ay, L wiſh, Orſames, 
you were once married, that you mi 
ſet p a gaming table under the ſanction 
of your lady's name. Gaming is ten 
times à more profitable, as well as 3 
ſafer way ot thieving. | 
Orſames. ' You know it was my bar- 
gain, and you may depend upon my ho- 
2 thing 1 
wilt do. | 


Fourth Man, It will be a joyful day; 
for, fince taxes have been ſo high, and 
trade fo low, fuck numbers of ſhop- 


- Keepers are obliged io take, the road, that 
we old practitioners can ſcarce get a lv. 
5 3 1 


ing by ir. ö 1 
Orfemes. Well, well, all this ok 
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to which ſhe expoſed herſelf and neu- 

tation, by encouraging the addrefles of "| 
Ad eee bg e fo little 1 
acquainted with, I knew would be im 9 
yain, as ſhe had rejected all the warnings, _ ©! 
given her on that ſcore, and refuſed to 44 
liſten to the admonitions of her beſt | 0 
friends and neareſt kindred. I had ĩt is 

my power, indeed, to inform her of - 

much more than any of them could evem 

gueſs at: but then i could not relate the 


| wer in a. ſhort time: but you muſt raiſe 
. me ſame caſh; I can eafily give you an 
* account of the fiſty pieces. 

1 Fiſib Man, No, no, it needs not; 
£ we know you would not fink upon us. 

I Orſamet. I chuſe, however, to do it. 
| The firſt article is five guineas to the for- 
| tune-teller, as an earneſt of the hundred 
ſhe is to receive after my marriage with 
Lyletta. ſecond, is twenty pounds 
for a gold ſauff-box, which I pretended 


to have brought from Philadelphia, and 
preſenred to her ladyſhip. The third, is 
about ten more, ſpent in three ſeveral 
jaunts I made with her to Richmond, 
Windſor, and Greenwich, The remain- 
der, you may believe, might well be 
ſpent in donations to her ſervants, board- 
wages to my own man, paying my lodg- 
ings at two guincas a week, chair - hire, 
and other neceſſary expences. 
Fir Man. You could do no leſs. 
Second Man, Ay, ay, nothing of all 
this could have been ſpared. But what 
ſum do you demand at preſent ? | 
Orſames. I believe twenty pieces will 
defray the whole charges of the wedding, 


which is all I want; afterwards, my 


boys, F ſhall have enough for you all. 
On this, every one turned out his 


| pockets, and the ſum was immediatel 


made up, and laid upon the table; whic 


Orſames put into his purſe: and then 


fome diſcourſe enſued. among this vi- 
cious company, which I chuſe to paſs 
over in lence, as it would be no fit en- 
tertainment for the chaſte ears of my fair 
readers. Orſames ſtaid with them about 
two hours, and then took his leave in 
order to ſup with Lyſetia, as ſhe had de- 
ſired he would. I accompanied him not 
thither, but went home to my own apart- 


ſcene I had been witneſs of, withon®G ' c 


diſcovering, at the ſame time, the . 
cret of my Inviſible Belt; which was by 


no means proper for me to entruſt hee 


with, p 


To acquaint her by Itter with what - 


I knew concerning. Orſames, and the 
villainous hoy many ee had beem 
formed to ruin her, I feared would be to 


as little purpoſe ; and doubted not but 
| ſhe would look upon an anonymous in- 
timation only as a piece of malice, and 


treat it with the contempt it might ſtem 
to merit. 


ſolved to purſue it; and accordingly 


wrote to her next morning a full acceont 


of all I had been witneſs of between Or- 


ſames and his wicked companions. I 


As this, however, was tha 05 7 | 
only method I could take to ſave be "Ty 
with any convenience to myſelf, LI. 


made this letter be left at her. houſe bes 


fore the time in which the uſually got 
out of bed, to the end ſhe might have 


leiſure to conſider the contents, without 


being interrupted by any company c- 
ing in. | 
what manner ſhe would receive this in- 
telligence, I went, under cover of 
finiſhed the peruſal. | | | 
Her behaviour was ſuch as T 


As I was defirous of ſeeing im 


Belt, and gained entrance juſt as ſhe Wh | 


hended it would be, She tore the letter, ' 
ſtormed, and cried out“ Was chere 
expreſs, Though I half deſpiſed Ly- ever ſo much inipudence! Sure the ©} 
ſetta for the follies I had ſeen her guilty 5 perſon who fent this infamous fcrawh © 5 
of; yet, when J reflected on her birth, « muſt have a very mean opinion of mx 4 
and the character ſhe had maintained in * underſtanding, to think I could give 
the world, I could not bear the thoughts ( the leaft credit to ſuch a vile aſper= 
of her becoming the victim of the baſe © fion —Orſames an impoſtor!_a com. .. 
defign concerted againſt her; and her *© panion for thieves andvagaWnds — 
fortune, reputation, and eternal peace of © ridiculons !* And then again This 
mind, the prey of ſuch a neſt of villains. © + mult certainly bea conttꝭ vance of ſome 
My whole ſtudy was now fully bent to © of my wiſe kindred to break off the 
aan unfortunate lady from that © match. I could find in my heart to Ex 
gulph of perdition- ſhe was upan the * fend for Orſames, and marry him 
brink of, and ſo near plunging into. this inſtant, to ſhew how much Ide. 
I wag extremely divided in my thoughts © ſpiſe their little malice. But tis no 
what to do upon this occaſion. To give matter; Tueſday will ſoon arrive, and 
ber any hints concerning | the dangers * that will put an end to all.“ ; FF 


— ment, more full of confuſion at the diſ- 
; covery I had made than I am able to 


4 


4 
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II ftaid a full hour, in the ſuppoſition Madam, the gentleman does not ſeenj 
WE: that Orſames would make her a morn- to defire any new 2 * 
"np ing viſt; but finding, by ſome diſcourſe * will wait on your ladylhip another 
me had with her maid, that ſhe did not time.” In ſpeaking this, he got to 


expect him, and was making herſelf 
ready to go among the ſhops for things 
ſhe wanted, I quitted her apartment, 


what I had done. However, as I had lit- 
tle elſe to employ my time that day, I 
went again in the afternoon. Orſames 
i was now there, and two ladies of Ly- 
Ktta*s particular acquaintance. Whe- 
ther ſhe had mentioned any thing to him 
of the letter, I cannot be certain; but 
am apt to think ſhe had not; for he ap- 
peared with an alertneſs which, by all I 
Could diſcover, had nothing of conſtraint 
In it. Cards were called forz and they 
were juſt going to fit down to whilt, 
when word was brought to Lyſetta, that 
her couſin, Captain Platoon, was juſt ar- 
ri ved from Carliſle, and come to wait up · 

on her; on which ſhe ordered him to 
ſhewed up immediately. Orſames, who 
eived had turned pale as aſhes on hear - 
ing this gentleman's name, now roſe 
haſtily from his chair, and ſaid to Lyſet- 
ta—* I have juſt thought of ſome buſineſs 
5 I had to diſpatch—your ladyſhip muſt 
*\excuſe me—the affair that calls me is 
of conſequence ] cannot ſtay.” ö 
_. She was going to make ſome reply, 
\ but the captain came that inſtant into 
the room. While he was paying his 
.- compliments to his coufin and the other 
ladies, Orſames had taken up his hat, 
and was endeavouring to ſlip out un- 
ceived; but the quick- fightedneſs of 
yſetta prevented him: ſhe ran to him, 
and catching hold of his ſleeve, ſaid 
Lou ſhall not go; at leaſt till I have 
© preſented you to my couſin. Then 
turning to the captain, ſaid This is a 
gentleman, coutin, whoſe acquaint- 

© ance, I believe, you will hereaft 

think yourſelf happy in.“ 8 
On this the captain advanced, with 
at politeneſs, to embrace the perſon 
his kinſwoman preſented to him; but had 
no ſooffer fix 
than he ſtarted back with the utmaſt 
aſtoniſhment, and cried out to Lyſetta— 
What is the meaning of this, Ma- 
dam? Who would you introduce to 
. 4 me? She was opening her mouth to 
make ſome anſwer; but Orſames, who 
Was drawing as faſt as he could towards 
the door, hindered her from ſpeaking, 
dy ſaying, with a hefitating voice 
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much diſconcerted at the ill ſucceſs of 


his eyes upon his face, 


the top of the ſtair- caſe; and, it is 
likely, would have made but one ſtep to 
the dottom, if the captain had not pre- 
vented him, by running to him, and 
catching faſt hold of him by the collar, 
dragged him back, ſaying, at the fame 
time—* No, raſcal! you muſt not 
think to leave this place till you have 
© confeſſed what devil gave you the im. 
© pudenceto introduce yourſelf into ſuch 
© company, and on what'villainous de- 
* ſign you are thus diſguiſed in the ha- 
© bit of a gentleman.* Then addrefling 
himſelf to Lyſetta, who ſtood as mo- 
tionleſs as if transfixed with thunder, 
went on thus—*"Madam, by what 
means ſoever this villain has impoſed 
© on you, I do aſſure you, upon my ho- 
© novur, that two months ago he was a 
« private man in Captain Cuteomb': 
company, and drummed out of the 
© regiment for pig-ftealing, and other 
- * miſdemeanors; for ſome of which, in- 
© deed, he ought to have been hanged.” 
_ - Ontheſe words Lyſetta ſcreamed oui 
© Oh, Heavens! and fell into a ſwoon, 
The captain ſeeing this, quitted his pri- 
ſoner, to run with the two ladies to her 
aſſiſtance; and Orſames took this op- 
' portunity of making his eſcape... Proper 
means being applied, ſhe ſoon reco- 
vered; and the ſwelling pm which 
had occaſioned this diſorder, * vented 
. themſelves in tears. ' The captain ap- 
peared a little impatient td know how 
ſhe became acquainted with ſuch a 
wretch' as Orſames; but ſhe'told him ſhe 
was not then in a condition to inform 
him of the particulars; ſaid ſhe was 
very ill, and muſt lie down, and defired 
to ſee him another time: on which he 
took his leave, as did the two ladies; 
who knowing Orſames had profeſſed 
himſelf her lover, and the encourage- 
ment ſhe had given him, I could per- 
ceive ſmiled within themſelves at the 
diſcovery. Thus was Lyſerta preſerved 
from ruin; and had no other puniſiment 
for her folly,” than being laughed at by 
thoſe who were privy to the affair. As 
for Orſames, I have fince met him about 
town, in a very ſhabby and tattered - 
condition. The gang of villams, his 
aſſociates, I believe, àre diſperſed; and 


one of them has made his exit at Ty- _ 
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d E L 


© j 4 OY bo * + 
N enn 
> — 


— 


+ 
1 t — 
22 . A 


/ | 
| 44, 


eh eau bop aeniEe ·˙·.ow¹ q ko, Aetna K „ ot Oo n0©O *+ mil. 


» 


% 


** 


21 ne '3, 07 "5 i I 8 5:27 j » 


„ A FP. N. r 
TY ON various MATTERS» 
SOME OF WHICH; TR. aqoys 
DARES VENTURE TO ASSURE T 
PUBLICK, WILL HEREAFTER — 
FfFOUN DU NOT ONLY- MORE ENTER- 
TAINING, BUT ALSO or MORN 
: CONSEQUENCE, THAN AT PRE- 
1 THEY APPEAR 8 BE. 


Had deen told that Lady! Playfield's 
route was an aflemblage of the moſt 
brilliant and polite perſons of both ſexes ; 
and though never had any great opi- 
—— of this ſort of ene, yet I 

— > to go thithery in order to 
felf*a witnels' how far the delcrip- 
— — had been = me. was con- 
ſonant to truth. La an entire 
1 to her ladythip, d did" not 
eare for the forma ity of being _ 
duced by any one who went there, 
choſe to make this viſit in my Eovinble 
capacity. - - The feat number of wax 
tapers, the ſparkle of the Hadies' jewels, 
and the extraordinary beauty of _ 
among them, was dazzling to my e 
at firſt entrance: but 1 ſoon fourid'r 


* 


J 


as J had done in all other mixed com- 
pany Jever ſaw; a kind of hurry and 


confuſion, which deſtroys that ſolid con- 


vet e that is ſo agreeable when only 
ſelect friends are met together. 
It was near nine o'clock when I went 


thither, yet there were ſeveral who'came 


in after me. Lady Playficld received 
all of them with her attoffomed polite 
neſa; but, {or à great while, there was 
nothing in the T. on either ſide, 
which © en my attention ſo far, as 
to make * e my” Tablets to re- 
tain ite“ wy 

I was, indeed, vite ent to ev 
this that was ON till the . 
Lady — gave a ltle ſpur to 12 


curibſſty. I had deard much tal l 
this > Hot" only for her being 2 85 


n fond of 52 Min der but 
ern = 


at by thoſe — a "fo - 
| 5 — ar pf 


75 foe ; and o 
empit aber the called 
ting, that _ 


N 
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—— 7 — "the moſt —— 
bee all the 


5 reſt Lorch ſhe could: pick o 
the dictionary, aud frequentiy Jo 
new ones of her o, which never wete, 


nor ſcarer will be, found in 
woofer had KI Pla yield, I pe 


teived, received her ith a great Heal of 
$f 8 2 b t ſome qiſtageez 
„on finding they were entering inte 
Ae more near, to" — 
an opportunity of hearing, and im 
ing myſelf, by a perſon o I — 
Er gry 5 a deset ion kad hee | 
tter the 25 dint res werg- 
over ady *Playfeeld addreſſed bellt 
to her in't eſe = 
Lad) Playfi Though I am x 
ways happy w — F ſee your na 
now I can ſcarce fotbear c 
mg of your unkĩindneſs ih omi his berg 
our Miſs L Arabella, T hear the 


in town aboye a Week. 


Lady Allmide. I co een 
8 of lo enormous a , in good 
reeding, as not to have ht her to 
pay — duty to mol lady ſkip, if there 
na, bi nature to 
3 have 


done 


3 1 mer, mes hope Mb th 


Thad the ſame fault to find with: this | 


a  Allmode. Perfectly ſo, Ma- 
dam, às to her healtbz but ſuch a fight! 
fuch a figure %=a, greater metampt 


fis than any in Ovid. 


Lady Playfield: What does your * 
dythip” mean? 

Lauf Allmode.” Oh; n 
moteſt corner of the moſt de 0 e 
three Arabias hever ee ſdch  - 
creature; ſuch a Tramontane, 23s t 
Italians elegyitly pPhraſe jt. Well, theft 

ple who live a great way from Lou, 
Lo are ſuch etifordiihs, ſuch auk 
wardities ! Would Jos. ladyſhip be 
Heve it? they ee 111 home in A 


I. quĩte co the drum of her | 
6 t be to 


Lady 
nt 92 N The is co conch!” 
* *Eady Allmodtr. N 9 { 
1 ſur rized to hear ybu# 5 
in th anner{==Bitt t 7 Ap all. 
irl had ſeyeral new ot of cloaths, 
when the left London, made in the gen- 
w_ taſte: but my country aunt tak- 
it into her head, t hat t either I had 
41500 too ſcanty a e or that te 
bad outgrown m—_ ut of were yo 


130 
will and fimplicity,. has 


that they almoſt come down to the 
buckles of her ſhoes; I proteſt one can 
ſcarce ſee whether ſhe has any ancles. 


On this a gentleman, who ſtood 
near, approached Lady Allmode; and, 


with a moſt ironical tone, replied to 
what ſhe had ſaid in theſe words 
. Gentleman. Your ladyſhip muſt ex- 


cuſe the miſtake your aunthas made. I 


fancy the faſhion of going half naked 
may not yet have reached fo far as 
Wales. | , 
. Lady Allmode. You certainly ſpeak 
the raticnalii of the thing, Sir. Few of 
theſe mountaineers regard any thing but 


loading their tables with proviſions, 


feaſting their tenants, paying their debts, 
ſtanding up for. the liberties of their 
country, and ſuch like antiquated ob- 
ſolete cuſtoms. For my part, all my 
faculties are immerged in a profoundity 


of aſtoniſhment, to think that my aunt 


could marry and ſettle among ſuch aliens 
to — ſuch heathens to the laws 
of good - breeding and the drawing- 
room. . | ; 
Gentleman, Perhaps, Madam, the 
cuſtoms and manners you mention were 
in vogue at the time of your aunt's mar- 


iage? 
2 Allmode, J proteſt, Sir, you 
have hit upon the ſolution of this enig- 
ma. It was, indeed, in the reign of 
Queen Anne that ſhe married. 

had ſeen enough of this fine lady, 
and did not chuſe to have my Tablets 
crouded with any more of her unintel - 
ligible jargon; ſo retired to another part 


- of the room, where I ſaw three ladies. 


t together, who ſeemed very earneſt in 
iſcourſe. But little was I like to be the 
better for my near approach; for bein 


on the topick of ſcandal, each was ſo 


full, and ſo highly N er with the 
thoughts af it, that all ſpeaking at the 
ſame time, prevented me from bearing 
diſtinctly what was ſaid by any of them; 


and all I could gather, at laſt, was, 


that a certain lady of their acquaintance 
had been caught with her footman. . 
As I had been informed of the parti- 
culars of this ſtory before, the foible of 
the tranſgreſſing fair did not ſo much 
engroſs my meditations, as the plea- 
ſure thoſe of her own ſex. ſeemed to 
ake in expoſing itz and I could not 
help ſaying to myſelf, with the poet 
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lengthened all 
her petticoats to ſuch a ridiculous ſize, 


— 


© There is u luſt in man, no charm Ga 


© tame, - | 
« Ofloudly publiſhing his neighbour's ſhame. 
On eagle's wings immortal ſcandals fly; _ 
© While virtuous actions are but botn, and 


; E die.“ ; 


But this was a place more proper to 
collect matter for reflection hereafter, 
than to indulge it at preſent; ſo I, 
on among the gaming - tables, which were 
eleven in number, and none of them un- 
occupied. Here it was pleaſant enough 
to obſerve the various attitudes of thoſe 
who . _ I W aac is not a 
more ſure way of judging people's diſpo- 
ſitions, > Bangor ſee l diver- 
ſion. Some of thoſe who ſwept the 
ſtakes, receiyed the favours Fortune be. 
ſtowed on them with an eaſe and calm. 
neſs which ſhewed they had not been 
over-anxious whether ſhe ſmiled or 


frowned ; but there were many more, 


who ſnatched up the glittering metal 
with a greedineſs which ſufficiently de- 
monſtrated that avarice was the chief ex · 
citement to what they did. As for the 
loſers, it gave me an infinite ſatisfa&ion 
to ſee the unconcerned behaviour of ſome 
few among them; while others; again, 
filled me with a no leſs ſenfible Anis 
at their impatience. I was aſhamed to 
find a of rank and fortune 
forget all politeneſs, and ſometimes even 
common 2 to — wha * his 
money in their ets; an in 
my heart to ſee 1 lady bite helps, 


wrinkle her forehead with unbecoming 
frowns, diſtort every feature, and disfi- 


ure all the charms which nature had 


ſtowed on her, for the loſs of what 


was not worth half that anxiety to pre- 


ſerve. © Good Heaven! ſaid to my | 


ſelf, if this be the effect of gaming, 
< what madneſs is it to venture one's 
© peace in that uncertain gulph?ꝰ 

he beautiful Iſmena was this night 
among the numher of the unfortunates, 
but not of the impatients. I ſtood be- 
hind her chair, and ſaw her empty a 
well-filled purſe, and take out of iteven 
the laſt guinea with a ſmile. She was, 
indeed, a young lady lately come to 

e 


poſſeſſion of a v fortune, 


could not want what ſhe had thro 
255 but the ſame mi pr. 9 64 
of Clarinda, who played at the ſume ta · 


ble with her, and had alſo loſt a con- 
derable ſum to Sir Charles Fairlove, 


with whom theſe two ladies had been 


! 


8 


as. 


would prove-the greateſt misfortune o 


* 


roſe from the table in a fury, tore her 
fan, and eried— | 
Clarinda. Curſe the cards !—I will 
lay no more this night, that I am re- 
Fred ; at leaſt with Sir Charles. 
22 Nay, Madam, we have no 
reaſon to be angry with Sir Charles, 
for having done by us what we would 
ladly have done by him. For my part, 
ough he has ſtripped me of all I had 
about me, I am as 
him as ever. Bi 
Sir Charles. I NN „Madam; other- 
wiſe the good luck I have had at play 


my life. : 
Clarinda. The devil's in the cards 
to-night, I think! I never loſt at 
picquet in my life before; and now I 
have thrown away I cannot juſtly 
ſay how much, but I'll ſee. 
She then turned to the table, and 
ured out of a purſe what was remain · 
ing in it; and having counted the ſum, 
went on in the ſame heat as before. 
Clarinda, Yes, by Heaven I thought 
ſol No leſs than fix and twenty pieces! 
Sir Charles. I ſhould be ſorry, Ma- 
dam, to give you any diſquiet on the 
ſcore of 3 trifle; but I can do no more 
than offer you a chance for regaining: 


you have loſt, If you pleaſe, I will 


ſtake the whole againſt five of yours. 
Clarinda. I ſhould loſe that too, I 


ſuppoſe, | 2 
on, Venture it, however. If 


you loſe it, I'll be your halves, and ſend 

you the money to-morrow morning. 
Clarinda. Well, then, I will make 

one more eſſay. 


With theſe words, ſhe ſat down again. 


They played; ſhe was the winner; and 
now * as gay and happy as ſhe 
had lately been diſcontented. Sir Charles 
ſmiled, with ſome diſdain, at this re- 
verſe in her humour; and, turnivg to 
Sir Charles. Now, Madam, you muſt 
take up the winner. = £ 
Iſmena, She muſt give me credit, 


2 


| 2 Sir. 2 bath know I have no 
ake to lay down. 
Clarinda, Vou muſt excuſe me for 


that, Madam; it may turn my luck. Be- 
ſides, one has no heart to play, when 
one does not fee the money on the ta- 


13 


good friends with 


eyes, as 


than ever ſhe 
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en the whole evening at picquet. 
| Bü foe the difference ! the Miter of « gh 


Iſmena, I will give you credit; 


Charles. 


The ill-nature, the ill-manners, and, 


indeed, the ingratitude of Clarinda, id 


refuſing” to give the credit of a ſtake at 


cards to a friend who had juſt before of- 
ſhe ſhould - 


fered to pay half the 1o 
ſuſtain in playing with another, made 
that yo lady as diſagreeable in my 
ſweetneſs of diſpoſition and 
— of the ſprightly Iſmena made 
r — a much greater ] 
appeared to me before 
all lovely, as it mult be confeſſed ſhe is. 
But, to 
cepted the challenge of Sir Charles, ſhe 
tried once more what chance would do 
for her: chance was ſtill againſt her, and 
Sir Charles again the conqueror. The 
game being over, ſhe ſaid, laughing 
Iſmena, Well, I may now ſing 
© Fortune is my foe; and content my- 


_ ſelf, for the remainder. of the night, 


with being an humble ſpeRator, fince L 

am not in a condition to play myſelf. 
Sir Charles. It will be your own 

fault, then, Madam, if you 


ſervice. 

Iſmena. I thank you, Sir Charles; 
but I do not chuſe to riſque ſo much 
at one fitting. I do not care, however, 
if I become your debtgr for twenty 
P 3 


; Sir Charles. You do me à plea- 
ſure, Madam, in accepting any part of 
the offer I made you. 


ere is the 
trifle you mention: if you want more, I 
ou will command it. 
mena. No, Sir, I am determined 
to play no farther than this. I am much 
obliged to.you for the favour, and will 
return it to-rgorrow morning. 

Sir Charles. | There is no occaſion, 
Madam. I have buſineſs your way to- 
morrow morning; and, if you permit 
me that honour, will wait on you about 
twelve, | wake 

Iſmena. You 
my being at home. Y 

Clarinda, who had not opened her 
mouth all this time, no- ſooner ſaw hee 
fair friend receive the money, than ſhe 
laid her hand on hers, and, with a gay 

Ra Au, 


— 
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Sir Cherie, Well, ur, beautiful 1 
x or, it 
you pleaſe, hd vc upon the ſquare, 
yy egg, yours. 4 
Iſmena. ith all my heart, Sit 


» Iſmena having ac- 


; are, I be- 
lieve I have an hundred and ſome odd 
all pieces about me, which are all at your 


\ 1 : - 
y depend, Sir, n 


alr, ſuid to her Now, my dear, I am 
ready for you, if you pleaſe; and 
© willing to venture as much with yon 
© as you have bortowed of Sir Charles.“ 
To this Iſmenaroplied, with more ſeriouſ- 


Madam, I have been very unluek y here, 
. © iſee Lady Longinore has given out at 


her place. * 

| ite theſe words, ſhe roſe haſtily 
from her ſeat, and did as ſhe had ſaid. 
Sir Charles followed her to the other 
table, and Rood behind her chair till he 
ſaw her win more than the ſum he had 
lent her. On the company's breaking 
up, the looked round the room for Sir 


. the money to him; but if ſhe had any 


*® had done playing. This action of Sir 


I had perceived/him to regard her with, 


view than miefe complailance in what he 


my judgment till I ſhould ſee the event 
of the viſit ſhe promiſed to receive from 
him the next morning. 7 


confuſion, as Mr. Addiſon elegantly ex- 
preſſes it, and had time to ruminate on 


ſented me with Sir Charles and Iſmena 
ran very much in my head, but did not 
ſo totally engroſs my attention, as te 
make me negligent to all others. 1 had 
heard ſeveral of the aſſembly ſay to each 
* other, that Miſs Allmode was a moſt 
beautiful young creature, and would cer- 
tainly be the reigning toaſt of the town, 
if not ſpoiled by the affectation of her 


gave me a curioſity both to ſee the girl, 
and in what manner her ſelf- ſufficient 
ladyſhip behaved towards her. Accord- 
dingly I laid down a plan for my pro- 
greiſion the next morning, which was 


from thence to Iſmena at the time Sir 


to remember that the night was far ad- 
* vanced, and went to bed, as it is probable 
ſome of my readers may find it neceſſary 
to do at this time. 35 


* 
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neſs than ſhe was wont to put on—* No, 
«and am reſdlved to change hands; 1 
« the whiſt table yonder, I'll go and take 


Charles, in order, as | 9 


ſuch 2 he had taken care to pte 
vent it, by Raving the place before ſhe 


Charles, joined to ſome amorous glances ' 
made me fufpe& he had ſome farther 
had done; but as he was generally ac- 


counted à man of honour, and ſhe had 
an unblemiſhed character, I ſuſpended 


After I had quitted this ſcene of gay 


the tranſactions that evening had pre- 


mother; and this diſtin deſcription 


this: to go to Lady Allmode's early, and 
Charles had appointed. I then began 


* 
; i 
— . » 
Ea 
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CONTAINS SUCH THINGS As Akt 


NOT OFTEN TO BE MET Wirn, 5 


MEITHER IN THE ONE NOR Thx 
OTHER sEX; YET ARE, OR Ar 
LEAST OUGHT TO BE; EQUALLY 
INTERESTING TO BOTH, © 


Roſe next morning more early than 

I had been accuſtomed td do, in or- 
der to prepare for my two viſits z but, 
in ſhire of all the expedition 1 could 
practiſe, I found myſelf obliged to poll. 
pone either the one or the other tifl an. 
other day. So much time was dlapſed, 
firſt in tranſcribing what. I had feen at 
Lady Playfield's, and then in getting che 
dialogues engraved on my Tablets ex- 
punged, by the pure fingers of my yet 
unpolluted virgin; that, When all was 
ready, the clock wanted but few mi- 
nutes of twelve, I heſitated not whether 
I ſhould go to Lady Allmode's or to II. 
mena;; for, os To or engd in favour 
of the Jatter, I went thither in a lucky 
time. Sir Charles Faiclove was juſt ſtep- 
ping out of his chair: I followed him up 
ſtars; and Iſmena received him with 
eat gaiety, accompanied with an equal 
air of mods. | As {gon as . 0 
ſeated, ſhe ſaid to him | 


Iſnena. Your money was very for-. 


was very for- 

tunate, Sir Charles: I did not lofe one 
guinea after T became your borrower. . 
Sir Charles. Madam, I congratulate 


myſelf for being ſo happy to ſerve you, /- 
though on fo inf x1 ? 1 


ificant an 'occa on 
but ſhould be better * to hive it in 
niy power to do ſo in much greater 


things. 7 


Jama. I doubt nbt of your Bene: 


roſity; and, if ever I am reduced to the 
ſame exigence again, it is likely m 

have recourſe to the ſame hand. In the 
mean time, Sir Charles, let me return 
the favour you have already cofiſerred 


upon me. 1 
Sir Charles, This trifle, Madam, is 
neither worth your returning nor my re- 


rg nor ſhould I have ever thought, 
off it, it I had not given you credit on an 
finitely more valuable account. 


Iſnena. Credit! As how, Sir Charles? 
Sir Charles, Ves, Madam, a debt I 


am too impatient to wait Jong for: 
payment of, and am come to claim. 


* 
& 


\% » 


I/mena, You railly well, Sir Gab | 


rt, am bot prepared to give ati anſwer. 
7 Charlt. No, i'faith,, Madam, 
you will find me extremel ſerious; fure 
you cannot be ſo ſtrangely forgetful as 
not to recolleẽ᷑t what you loſt to me laſt 
night at play * 

Iſnena. I loſt nothing bot what T 
paid, Sir Charles. 

Sir Charles. Nothing, Madam? 

Iſmena. No, upon my honour. | 

Sir Charles. You have named the 
very thing—your honour, Madam. 


When a lady ventures her honour at a 


aming-table,” and is fo unlucky to loſe; 
ſhe muſt expect to pay the fotfeit. 

Hinena. What do you mean, Sir 
Charles ? 

Sir Charles, My meaning 'needs no, 
explanation, Madam; you oſt our ho- 
nour to me, and 1 now demand the i im: 
met{iate poſſt ſſion of what I fairly won. 

Iſmena. Ridiculous! 

Sir Charles, Madam, theconfempt with 
ich you treat in pretenſions will not 
take away the validity of them. What, 
was once your honour, is now no longer 
ſo, but mine, and at my diſpoſal; and you 
would not, ſure, go about to defraud 
me of the good that Fortune has beſtow- 
ed upon me? - 

With thefe words, he threw. his arms 
about her waiſt, with a freedom, which 
ſhewed he indeed looked upon her as his 
own ; the ſeemed a little alarmed at this 
action, and, Warting' from him, endea- 
roured to repulie the temerity he was 
guilty of, by fayiug to him 

Iſmena e. beat; this fooling i is of. 
fenhve. 

Hr Charles, Madam, this r is 
triffing; 1 am ſurprized — will obli 


me to have fecourſe to force for ust is 


ſo much my due, and I ſhould ſet a 
higher value upon if chearfully reſigned. 
He then catched hold of her a ſecond. 
time, and made an offer to bear her int 
another room: the gralp he had taken o 
her, was not ſo ſtrenuous, however, but 


that ſhe eaſily diſengaged her ſelf ; and, 


having done fo, cried out with 4 voice 
and air full of the extremeſt diſdain-— 
Iſmena. Till chi action, I ſcarce 
could think you were in earneſt; Baſe, 
preſurnitig man, how dare you entertain 
thoughts fo unworthy of me?: * 
Sir Charles. How dare yon, Mad 
hazard on the chance of 4 galhe At dem, 
what ſeems 44 precious to, 


Vena. "Oh, ns Gita is 


s \ 


| ſed between us the ſub 
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but, as 1 eannot cotnprehend the e pur- 


into a matter er — 
only meant in jeſt? 5 
ir Charles. Ment 


a_ the A we can, when 
_— Hah be Seve Ag 
— 'T Mall 


Iſnena. The vain idea will little 
your vile fe. 

Sir Charles, You 
Madam: the laws of We 
indeed, will ſcarcel 
zance of an a 
* laws by which the polite w 


be thiftakek; 


re governed, I mean the ws of game | 
ing. wilt infaliivly give it on my fide? 


That pride of yours will be humble#; 
when you fee your ſtake of honou 
come the publick jeft, and all that has 
jet of a news- 
T/mena. 1 ** —— You 5 
not certa the monſter ydu a 
Sir Sl n 
Madam, at pt to the proof. by 
Iſniena. „ Eldaventf to -whitt has 
one 1 word expoſed me! 
She could not utter this fs ck 


without a fall ſome tears, which 


perceived t effect on 


Charles, by this change K bees dne Af 


his cou 


nee: he affected, however} 
B his 


to take no notice of it, and 


former boldneſs, went on 
Sir Charles. * — ſee, ys, 

it is; ybu ure en in m 1 
— 1 t have 5 SEES — 

ave my revenge, or at an 
ſen fo bot both * 8 

Whit equivalent! "| 
Charts. od muſt reteem 
forfeited honour by à ſum of monte ö 
Leun. 4. Name it, then, © 8 
- Sir Charles, | Tet me confider, 114 


dam —a woman's ho our, 28 nine nor 


are, and beauty fenders itſelf ſp efteap, 
will bear but a low price at the Märket; 


but, as you are well both,” wall dcm! t 
late u. * ono ene handforle, at | 


ve more perfe&ions moſt of vd 
fex can boatt of, I think five Bundes 
pounds is the leaſt I cam A 


2 


to relinq m ſn thoſe 1 Wee EY i e 


Rn — 5 


take any c | 
"this nature ; Bod | 


T would not with you s 


+ a 7 
” 
6d : 


Tara. You Hall Have it, S. 


With this, ſhe ran baſtily * to 4 — 
cabinet that ſtood in the ruom, and hv. 
ing taken from therice what Hie * 
wrgel 5 Ia to the table, Lo — 

Toſe tWo Ban bills, git 
Pr the ſum you 178 take therm 
aud eaſe ws of Youit nee. "ny 

815 14 — * 
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Madam, if they are gepuine : yes, they 
'tis 


are right; and now, methinks, tis 
ity to rob you of ſo much money; five 
2 4 pounds will purchaſe five hun- 
dred pretty trinkets, and I cannot re- 
ceive it without feeling ſome concern. 
 Iſmena, Oh, you need be under no 


| Roncern on that ſcore ; were it five times 


the ſum, I would gladly give it to be 
rid for ever, both of you and your im- 
pudent demand. | | 

Sir Charles. Yet, in ſpite of all this 
ſeverity, I ſhall willingly reſtore theſe 
bills on one condition. | 

Iſmena. Sir, I ſhall make no condi- 
tions with you; therefore, be gone, and 
leave me. 

Lr Charles. Not till you have heard 
me, Madam. The condition I would ſti- 
pulate, is only this, that you will make 
a ſolemn promiſe never to play again, 
except for mere diverſion, with ſome 
; dle friends, who you are certain will 

take no ungeneruus advantage of you. 

mena, There is little occaſion for 
me to bind myſelf by a promiſe to avoid 

a thing which has alrea Y roved ſo miſ- 
+ chievous : the inſults ave received 
from you, will make me deteſt the ſight 
of cards, and fly the ſociety of all who 
purſue that dangerous amuſement. . 

Sir Charles. It is enough; my ends 
are anſwered: and thus, on my knees, 
let me reſtore your bills, and with them, 
à heart which long has been devoted 
to you, and never ured a wiſh to 
your diſhonour. 

Never had I known greater anxiety 
for any thing not relating to myſelf, or 
my particular friends, than I did for 
the iſſue of this converſation, I had 
been extremely ſcandalized at ſome part 
of Sir Charles's behaviour; yet, by 
many indications, could not ſet him 
down.in my mind for the mercenary 
villain he ed to be; and was now as 
much rejoiced to ſee a likelihood of not 
having been deceived in my conjectures 


* his favour, as the reader will 2 


convinced. Iſmena, being too muc 
amazed at this ſudden turn to make an 
immediate reply, he went on thus, ſtill 


'  kneelin 


Sir Charles. Oh, Iſmena, forgive the 
128 brutality I have been guilty of; 
counterfeited the libertine, the villain, 
only to ſhew you there was a poſſibility 
for you to have met with ſuch a one in 
reality; and aſſumed the moſt odious 
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2, in order to render yours more 


wipe — with, has made me 24. 
watchful eye over all your actions. 1 
found you perfect in every thing except 
a too t readineſs to follow the EX = 
ample of others in the deſtructive love of 
play. I know the dangers to which your 
ſex are expoſed by it, and that there 
were many ſnares ſpread for your n- 
nocence in particular ; by this means, 
even laſt night, there were ſome in com- 
pany who wanted but the ſame opporiu- 
nity I had to behave as I have dons, 
though with far different views. Oh! 
pardon, therefore, the only ſtratagem I 
could think of to clear your mind of a 
propenſity which might in time have 
ſullied all it's brightneſs. 

Iſmena. Riſe, Sir Charles; the di- 
verſity, I might ſay, indeed, the per- 
plexity of my thoughts, hindered me, till 
now, from obſerving the poſture you 
were in. Pray be ſeated, Sir. If I may 


: ape credit to your words, I am infinite- 
J 


obliged to you for the care you took 
of my reputation, when you ſaw it fo 
totally neglected by myſell. 

Sir Charles. No, Madam, fay not fo; 
I dare believe you never have failed in 
a due regard for your reputation, and am 
certain that the breath of ſlander has never 
preſumed to blaſt it; and I could not 
mean to . you for any thing that 
has been, but to warn you againſt what 
might be. An immoderate inclination 
for gaming in your ſex, I take to be the. 
ſame as an immoderate inclination te 
drinking is in ours: both are equally in- 
toxicating and deſtruQive to rightreaſon; 


they make the brain grow giddy, in- 


capable of reflection, or any other gur- 
ſuit than the darling folly; and they run 
headlong on, enveloped-in a miſt of 
errors, where fortune, fame, and peace 
of mind, are ſometimes irrecoverably loſt. 
ena. Oh, Sir Charles, you have 
opened wr eyes to ſee what my inadver- 
tency might one day have plunged me in. 

Str Charles. I know very well, Ma- 
dam, you wanted only to be reminded of 


. the danger, to enable you to avoid it. 


The manner in which I have done. fo, 
may have, perhaps, appeared too pre- 
ſaming; but I feared more gentle me- 
thods might not have had the effect. 
Iſnena. Make no apologies, Sir 
Charles; I am now convinced you meant 
me well, and I thank you for it. 
Sir Charles. If you accept it 88.4 
proof of friendſhip, it may is * 


gage you to believe, that ; ſincere; and 
tender friendſhip in a perſon of my ſex 
to one of yoyrs, deſerves a ſofter name, 
and call it love. ro! 2 
Iſuena. We will not cavil about 
names; but | muſt acknowledge, Sir 
Charles, by what motive ſoever you 
have been actuated, the benefit is mine. 
Sir Charles. How bleſs'd am I in 
this confeſſion ! But, charming Iſmena, 
may I not be itted to wait on you 


ſometimes, and have leave to hope the 


ſervices I ſhall hereafter pay will not be 
rejected? oy 5 
Iſmena. I flatter myſelf with being 


able to regulate my future conduct, ſo 


as not to give you occaſion to offer any 
of that frightful ſort you have done this 


morning; and, if I ſhould relapſe into 


my former errors, could neither expect 
nor deſerve you ſhould take the ſame 
trouble for my reformation. _ + 
She ſpoke theſe words with ſo oblig- 
ing a ſmile, that Sir Charles could not 
forbear teſtifying the tranſport. he was 
in, by imprinting ſeveral paſſionate kiſſes 
on one of her hands; after which, look - 
ing on her with an equal mixture 'of 
tenderneſs and reſpect, he ſaĩd . ' 
Sir Charles. Incomparable Iſmena ! 
how impoſſible is it for me to. expreſs 
either what you deſerve, or what I feel 
in a full ſenſibility of your perfe&ions | 
Iſmena. I defire you will not 
about to expreſs either the one or 
other. The only merit I can boaſt of is, 
in being ſo early convinced of my fault; 
and that I-am ſo, is wholly owing to 
yourſelf, For I confeſs to you, Sir 
Charles, that though it is but lately 1 
have hegun to like play at all, yet, by 


converſing with thoſe who ſeem to have 


no other way of paſſing their time, it 
grew by very ſwift degrees more pleaſing 
to me; and I believe that it would, in 
time, have become ſo habitual to me, 
that I ſhould have ed the hour of 
fitting down to cards as naturally as 
that of fitting down to dinner. But, in 
the mirror you have preſented ta me, I 
now ſee, that to indulge this amuſement 
to an exceſs, is not only\a fo ow 
the guy of a thinking mind, but alſo 
a kind of Scylla or Charybdie, formed 
by ourſelves in the ocean of life, as i 
on purpoſe to wreck our fortunes, ho- 
vour, reputation, 


Sir Charles, Oh, | Madam! every 


to play the monitor in my 


' beſt friend, eſteemed, 


and every thing that is 


ba 


me to the very 
am raviſhed to find in you ſuch 


reaſon, ſuch an amazing quickneſs 
apprehenſion. : 


Iſmena. You afe —_ in 
panegyrick ſtrain ; but will | 
more of it. You muſt give n 


K 


8 
1 


1 


1 


: 
| 


; 


3 
have been your convert, and you mr 
now be mine. Remember, Sir Charles, 
— liſten to the 22 2 — is 
no leſs. icious than oll 
bave wn. ate to be aſhamed of. 9 
Sir Charles. I t it, Madam; but 
the juſt praiſes of real virtue cannot 
canſe a bluſh either in the face of the 
g1ver or receiver. — 
Iſmena., Well, I find you will have 
the better of the argument, whether the 
tenet you take pon you to maintain be 
right or wrong j therefore, to put an end 
to it, what think you of a turn or two _ 
in the Mall this morning ? "$7.4 
Sir Charles. Madam, 1 thall be happy 
to attend you any where. on 
Sde then called 3 capuchin and 
little muff; which g immediately 
brought, Sir Charles gave her his haud' 
to lead her down ſtairs, and I retired to 


my apartment. C4546 

had met with nothing à great while 
that gave me a more ſenſible ſatis faction, 
than to find a lady; in all the pride of 
blooming youth, beautiful, , 
ſurrounded with a crowd pf flatterers, 
bear with ſo much chearfulneſs the con- 
viction of her error, and teſtify fo muck 
gratitude to the perſon to whom ſhe was 
indebted for her refarmation. The 
rough 1 he nod taken — this 

ſe, was ſo far an at- 
— in her, after once peeing the 
motive, that ſhe looked upon him as her 
ſci hat it required wary = 
it; conſcious that it A no | 
than ſuch a proceeding to rouze her 
from that thoughtleſſneſs which alone 
had made her fall ineo an error, the dan- 
ger of which ſhe might otherwiſe have 


4 


. too late perceived. ; 


I thought I bad diſcovered ſomething 
in theſe two accompliſhed ; chat 
ſeemed to me as if Heaven had ordained 


f them for each other, and I ſoon found 1 
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no 1 
all friends on both fides ; and, the 
opinion of as many as have I 
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the appeared to me in»any other 


ef their acquaintance, bid: fair to be one 
_ of the-molt. happy pairs that ever enter- 
into Hymen's bands. t 


1 
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SHER AUTHOR HAS BEEN IN SOME 
- 7 DEBATE WITHIN HIMSELF, WHE- 
- FHER HE SHOULD INSERT -OR 
- NOT, AS HE 18 CONSCIOUS IT: 
WILL BE LITTLE'RELISHED BY 


, THE © FASHIONABLE. GENTEEL 


PART: OF His READERS: . 

1 is ſomething very unac - 
. countable. in an over. curious diſ- 
poſition ; it makes us eager, impatient, 
anxious, indefatigable, in prying in- 
to things which promiſe us not the leaſt 
Beafure in the diſcovery of when known. 
A. reader who has not this propenſity in 
his nature, will doubtlefs think, by what 
I faid of Lady Allmodein the fifth chap- 
ter, that 1 had already ſeen enough of 
her behaviour to keep me from being 
defirous of — — But as every 
a is willing to find ſome excuſe or 
Ghar, even fur the ſillieſt things he can 

be guilty of, ſo I thought, that in bein 

a ſpectator of Lady Allmode's condu 
ip. her own family, and the manner in 
which ſhe trained up her daughter, ſome - 
ng might preſent itſelf to me that 
would, more than. compenſate for the 
time: I ſhould expend in going to her 


i! Accordingly I went, and gained an 
e acces, the door happening to be 
apty juſt as 1 reached it, to let out a 
* — gay livery, who had come 
to; deliver ſome meſſage; but was a good 
ded] bewildered on my entrance, as IL. had 
never been in the houſe: before, and was 
entirely unacquainted with the ſituation 
af. any of the rooms. The meaſure of time 
is always doubled when we wait for an 
event. with impatience. I remained not 
long, however, an this dilemma: a ſer- 
vant running haftily up the back ſtairs, 
with ſome drinking glaſſes on à ſilver 
waiter in bis band, I followed him into 
2 rom where a woman, by her appeur- 
ance, I gueſſed was her ladyſhip's Abi- 
gail, received from him what he brought, 
and carried it into an inner chamber, the 
door of which ſhe ſhut: after her, but not 
ſuddenly as to prevent my entering 


Here I found Lady Allmode; but had 


ſhould never have 'known 
ſame I had ſeen at Lady 
route ; ſo vaſt a difference 


he? few ak 
Playficld's 
is it in the 


power of art ſometimes to make. At 


the time of my coming in, ſhe was 


braws ſhaped with a ſmall 


under the operation of having her eye- 


cers, by one of thoſe perſons whb go b 

the name of tyre- women ; but, in my 
opinion, ought rather to be called face · 
mender, ſince their buſineſs is not fo 
much to ornament the head: as to rectify 


the defects of the features. The impor. 
tant work being over, Lady Allmode 


turned to a magnifier that ſtood upon her 
toilet, to ſee if all was right; and having 
Iooked into it, cried out haſtily - 
Lady. Oh, Mrs. Prim, ſure your 
eyes are in eclipſe to - day! you have left 
no leſs than three exuberant hairs on 
my right brow, and I thin arch d it 
ſomewhat higher than the other. 


that error. 


Are. Prim. 1 beg pardon-of your 
ladyſhip, but I will preſently remedy 


On this the artiſt; employed her little 
inſtrument for a ſecond eſſay; after which 


I. ady Allmode looked in the glaſs again, 
eee 


Lach. It is very well now; but 1 
b eee 


„ 


wonder. What do you think, Mrs. 
Prim? That careleſs oaf the = 


2 
bed laſt night without my ſpermaceti 


maſk. : 

Mrs. Prim. That was a 
fion, indeed, Madam; but 
ſhip muſt forgive it, Mrs. 


not uſe to neglect theſe thing. 
Pinup. I am very ſorry for it, Mrs. 


our lady- 


your omif. 
inup+ does 


Prim; but it was · ſo late when her lady: ; 
ſhip went to bed, ard her ladyſhip was 


fo fleepys © {i555 
Lady. And your foo 
too, I ſuppoſe. But that 


F 7% N 


Mrs. Prim; the ereature threw it into 


ſome corner or other where 


Veni at 


it, and this morning it was found half 


devoured, . 


Pinup. Your ladyſhip knows'I have 
almoſt cried my eyes out about it, and 
that I offered. to beſpeak another, and 


pay for it out of my'own 


p ket; 4; 4 . 


Lady. Pay for it, ideot But tell me, 


creature, what atonement 


can'ſt' qhou 


ever make for theſe \depredations vn wy 
countenance ? Here I ſhall loſe a wth 
day; for tis impaſſible I can think of 


appearing in publick. 


Mrs, Prim. 
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Mrs. Prim. I dare anſwer for Mrs. 
Pinup, that ſhe will never be guilty of 
the like fault again ; therefore I beg 
your ladyſhip will forgive her. 

Lady. Yes,. yes, I have forgiven 
her, and I do forgive her; but ſhe muſt 
expect to be told of it ſyumetimes : if ſhe 
had lived with ſome ladies, they would 
have turned her out of doors that inſtant; 
mais toujours les douceurs du cour lay an 
embargo on my indignation. 5 

Pinup. Your lady ſhip is all good - 
neſs. . 

Lady. Well, well, ſay no more about 


it; I am ſorr 21 ſtruck you; but take 


the Dreſden ſuit I had on yeſterday, and 
let me ſee you in it. s SE, 
Pinup. I humbly thank your lady- 
ſhip. | 
Lady. Say no more of it. Oh, mon 


Dieu I begin to feel the effects of my 
2 every membrane through 


y whole frame has a pulſation in it; 
give me ſomething to take this inltant, 
or I ſhall faint. But as to the ſpermacet1 


maſk, is it not poſſible fox you to get one 


ready for me before I ſleep, elſe my face 
will be a perfect nutmeg-grater by to- 
morrow morning ? 

Mrs. Prim. Oh, your ladyſhip need 
be under no apprehenſion on that ſcore, 


_ I always keep ſeveral; they want only 


ſprinkling with a little orange-flower 
water, to take off the ſcent; I will ſend 
your ladyſhip one this afternoon. Has 
your ladyſhip any farther commands ? 
Lady, Yes, you may ſend mea box 
of red for my cheeks; but do not let it 
be quite ſo high-coloured as the laſt. 
Mrs. Prim. I ſhall take care to mix 
it ſo as to pleaſe your ladyſhip.—In 


| ſpeaking this, the made her exit with 


abundance of low curthies. ; 

Pinup was returning to her lady's 
chamber, but met her juſt coming out, 
in order to paſs into another room: on 
{ceing her ſhe ſaid to her— | 

Lady. I think this girl takes a long 
time in dreſſing; go and ſee if ſhe is 
ready, and bid her come to me. 

Finding no that there was ſome pro- 
bability of my ſeeing the young lady, 
which had been, indeed, the chief mo- 
tive of my going thither, I attended Lady 
Allmode where ſhe went, and placed 
myſelf in one corner of the room; where 
I did not wait above three or four mi- 
nutes before Pinup, who had gone im- 
mediately on her errand, returned lead- 


ing Miſs Allmode, She ſeemed to be 
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dam, if I were not, when my ſtays are 


much warmth, you ſhould always ſay, 


about fourteen years of age; her face 
was extremely pretty, and I believe na- 
ture had given her a ſhape no leſs excel. 
lent, if it had not been deformed: by her 
ſtay- maker. On her approach, Lady 
Allmode took her by the arm, turned 
her round ſeveral times, and examined 
her whole dreſs from head to foot ; after 
_ looking very well pleaſed, ſhe 

Aid 

Lady. Ay, Miſs, now you look like 
what you are; I proteſt, I ſcarce knew 
you for my own child, in the obſolete 
condition you came from the coun ry. 
— you not highly delighted with your- 
elf? 

Miſs. No, indeed, Madam; I think, 
ſince tis the faſhion'to have one's cloaths 
made in this manner, there ought to be 
as many chimnies in a room as there are 
chairs. : ; 

Lady. Sure, Miſs, you are not cold ? 

Miſs. It would be very ſtrange, Ma- 


ſo contrived that the air comes down to 
the very bottom of my back, and below 
the pit of my ſtomach ; and my petti- 
coats ſo ſhort, that I am every minute 
fancying I have tucked them up in or- 
der to have my legs and feet waſhed ; 
then as to my ears, I do declare I feel 
the wind blow from the one to the other, 
and pierces into my very brain. 

Lady. O fye, Miſs; this being in 
the country has ſpoiled you. Whatever 
is the faſhion is never either too cold or 
too hot, | 

Miſs, I muſt beg your ſhip's 
pardon ; for I am certain this faſhion is 
a great deal too much of both. The 
tightnels of my fleeves, the load of 
flounces at my elbow, and the huge ſemi- 
circles, as heavy as panniers, hanging 
on each hip, make ſome parts of me 
ſweat, while all the reſt are freezing. 

Lady. Oh hideous! Frightful !— 
Sweat! What a word is there from the 
mouth of a fine young lady! Whenever 
you have occaſion to complain of too 


I perſpire. But I am ſurprized you 
ſhould not be charmed with fo becoming 
a dreſs. | N FO 
Miſs. I feel uneaſy, and quite un- 
comtortable, Madam. 

Lady. A little uſe will reconcile you 
to it. Without vanity, Miſs, you are 
exceeding handſome; and now I have 
made you fit to appear in publick, the 
praiſes that will be 2 you, and => 

| ne 
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fine things ſaid to you, will raiſe ſuch a 
gaieti du coeur, as will make you for- 
get all that you call uncomfortable. 

Mit. I ſhould be glad, Madam, if 
any thing would do that. 

Lady. You mult learn to know your- 
elf, Miſs. Look in the glaſs; you have 
fine eyes, a very lovely mouth, a well- 
turned face, a n complexion, good 
hair; in fine, you are a compleat beauty. 
But what is beauty without the poſſeſ- 
ſor underſtands how to manage it to ad- 

vantage? A milk-maid may be a beau- 
ty, and no one take any notice of her. 
You mult practiſe the art of diſplaying 
every. charm, and rendering yourſelf 
conſpicuous. 

Miſs. Indeed, Madam, I am quite 
ignorant of theſe things. 

Lady 
that is not your fault ; my formal aunt 
has never given you any inſtructions in 
this point, I ſuppoſe: a few leſſons, how- 


make the moſt of what nature has be- 
ftowed upon you. In the firſt place, 
Miſs, you muſt be ſure to THE out 
your chin as far as you are able; when 
ou come into a room, always let your 
Chin be the firlt thing ſeen of you, as if it 
were the harbinger of the reſt of _ 
perſon. Secondly, you muſt never kee 
your two hands together, in that Rif 
country manner you now do, for above 
the {pace of a moment; but throw ſome- 
times the one and ſometimes the other 
careleſsly back, and lean it on your hip; 
but when you are ſpeaking, he ſure you 
employ both in geſtures that may en- 
force attention to-what you ſay. Then, 
as for your eyes, M.ſs, you muſt always 
keep them. broad open, and be ſure to 


notice of you. 

Miſs. Does your 
men as well as the women ? 

L Undoubredly, the men to 
chuſe. A polite woman, and who is fa- 
ſhionably genteel, is never aſhamed of 
any thing lhe either ſees. or hears. 

Her ladyſhip was going on with ſome 
farther directions concerning the ma- 
nagement of the eyes, when ſhe was in- 
terrnpted by a footman, who came to ac- 
uaint her, that a perſon who called him - 
elf Monſieur Le Petit Solee had brought 
her ladyſhip a dozen pair of French 
| ſhoes; on which ſhe cried out in a kind 
of tran{port—* Oh, bring him up! bring 
© him up this miuute.! I have been in- 
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I perceive you are, Miſs; but 


ever, will foon put you in the way to 


have the laſt look of every one that takes 


ladyſhip mean the 


© volved in the utmoſt diftrefs; F have 
© had nothing but odious Engliſh thoes 
d 1 my feet for a whole week paſt,” 

| s I was now heartily weary of my 
ſituation, and had no curioſity to ſee 
either Monſieur Le Petit Solee, or his 
French ſhoes, 1 took the opportunity 
of the door being open, and left this 
ſcene of folly and affe tation, regretting 
ws time I had thrown away in being 
there. a 


CHAP. vn. 


WHEREIN THE POWER OF BEAUTY, 
WHEN ACCOMPANIED WITH VIR- 
TUE, is DISPLAYED, IN A VERY 
REMARKABLE, AS WELL AS. AF» 
FECTING OCCURRENCE« | 


SJ ANITY, though placed rather 
| among the follies than the vices of 
human nature, is yet ſometimes pro- 
ductive of the very worſt we can be 
guilty of; and the leaſt miſchief it does, 
when indulged to an exceſs, is to render 
the perſon poſſeſſed of it obſtinate, proud, 
impatient of contradiction, deaf to re- 
proof, full of imaginary merit, and apt 
to deſpile what is truly ſo in another. 
This weakneſs, to give it no worle a 
name, is generally aſcribed to the ſofter 
ſex ; who being from their very child» 
hood accuſtomed to flattery and praiſe, 
are too ready to believe they are in. reality 
the angels and goddefles they are told 
they are: but, in my opinion, it is do- 
ing great injuſtice to the ladies, to ſaꝝ 
they are the only culpable; fince we * 
ten find men who, without having the 
ſame excuſe, are no leſs liable to fall - 
into the ſame error. jy 
Mutantius is one of the moſt graceful, 
and molt accompliſhed gentlemen of the 
preſent age. He has learning, wit, ho- 
nour, generoſity, and -nature, In 
fine, he is ſuch as might give him a juſt 
title fo univerſal admiration, were he 
but a little leſs conſcious of deſerving 
it. To render his fine qualities yet more 
oonſpicuous, he had the advantages of 
being deſcended from a very ancient fa- 
mily, and in poſſeſſion of an ample for- 
tune, He had not long been arrived at- 
age, before ſeveral conſiderable matches 
were propoſed to him: all the men of 
his acquaintance, who had ſiſters or 
daughters, courted his alliance. When-- 
ever he appeared, the ladies put on 2 | 


beſt ooks 3 and not a few there were, 
who could not help betraying by their 
eyes the ſecret languiſhment of their 
hearts, 

Having his choice of ſo many, was 
robably the cauſe that for a long time 
indered him from attaching himlelf to 

any particular object. He was polite 


and gallant to all, but made a ſerious 


addreſs to none, He would pay his 
morning devoirs to one, walk in the 
Mall with another, dine with a third, 
drink tea with a fourth, attend a fifth to 
the play, or ſome other publick enter- 
tainment: in a word, he divided his re- 
ſpects ſo equally between each, thatnoone 
had reaſon either to exult on the power 
of her own charms, or dread thoſe of 
her competitors. The little * of 
ſoft deſires would not, however, ſuffer a 
man ſo formed for love to remain always 
among the number of inſenſibles. At 
length, a glance ſhot from Ariſtella's eyes 
was a dart that reached his very ſoul; 
all the different graces he had ſeen in 
other beauties, ſeemed now to him to be 


ſummed up in her. 


Ariſtella was, indeed, very lovely, and 
had been well educated; but her father, 
by gaming and other extravagancies, 
had reduced his eſtate ſo low, that when 
divided between four daughters, which 
he left at his deceaſe, the income was 
ſcarce ſufficient to buy them cloaths ac- 
cording to their birth, Two of them, 
however, were married to tradeſmen of 
good repute in the city; and a third to a 
gentleman of a ſmall eſtate in the coun- 
try. Ariſtella, who was the youngeſt, 
and the only one unprovided for, lived 
ſometimes with one, and ſometimes with 
another, of the ſiſters; and by this 
means, having few expences beſides her 
dreſs, was enabled to appear in as gen- 
teel a manner as any woman of a mo- 


derate fortune could do. 


It was at the houfe of one of her bro- 
ther-in-law's, who was a linen-draper, 
and ſerved Mutantius with hollands and 
cambricks, that he firſt beheld her. 
Happening to call there when the ma- 
ſter was abroad, he was deſired to walk 
into the parlour till his return. Ariſtella 
was at work with her fiſter when he 
came in; but the latter, knowing he 
was a good cuſtomer, threw aſide what 


| the was about, and received him with 


a greatdeal of politeneſs. Her huſband 
not coming home ſo ſoon as he was ex- 
peed, ſhe made tea. Mutantius rea- 
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dily accepted the little regale the pre- 
ſented to him, as it gave him 3 cor 
tunity of fraſting his eyes on ber fair 
fifter. On their entering into eon verſa- 
tion, the tongue of Ariſtella loſt her no- 
thing of what her eyes had gained; and 
as her beauty had in an 4 — tapti- 
vated his heart, fo her wit rivetted the 
chain, and made the conqueſt fure. 
The tradeſman at laſt returning, Mu. 
tantius, after having agreed for ſome 
things he wanted in the and or- 
dered them tb be ſent home, took an un- 
willing leavez but earried with him an 
idea, which had afterwards more in- 
fluence than he at kirtt imagined. Love, 
in it's beginnings, plays wantonly about 
the heart, tickling it with flatterin 
images; but having once got full 
ſeſlivn there, rules with tyrannick ſway, 
and bears down all before it. Mutan- 
tius indulged the pleaſing contemplation 
of Ariſtella's beauty till he was no longer 
able to live without ſceing her, and for 
this purpoſe went again to the linen- 
draper's, pretending there were ſome 
things he had forgot to beſpeak when he 
was there before, After having bought 
thoſe things which the ſeeming want of 
had given him an excuſe for going thi- 
ther ſo ſoon again, and ſome previous 
' diſcourſe on ordinary matters, he told 
the draper that he ſhould be glad to have 
his wife's advice concerning the trim- 
ming of ſome ſhirts which were then 
making for him. To this the other re- 
eee that his wife would think herſelf © 
onoured in doing him any fervice, but 
that ſhe was at that time unfortunately 
abroad, | 
Mutantius was not ſorry to hear ſhe 
was out of the way; and reſumed, briſk. 
ly—* Well, then, I think it will be 
„equal to me, if the young lady wha 
was with her when I had the pleaſure 
of drinking tea here, will do me that 
* favour; ſhe ſeemed; I thought, to 
© have good-nature enough to grant 
© ſuch a requeſt,'—* You mean my ſiſ- 
© ter, Sir,” cried the draper. I think 
your wife called her ſo, anſw 
Mutantins. Yes, Sir,“ rejoined the 
former; * but ſhe is gone down to Kent 
this morning. I thought ſhe had 
© lived with you, ſaid Mutantius. Not 
* conitantly, Sir, replied he; but ſhe 
© has left us now ſooner than ſhe would 
© have done, on account of her fiſter's 
0 ring = x 5K 
It was eaſy for a man of ſo much wit, 
Sx; - and 
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and of ſo much deſign as Mutantius 
now had in his head, to get fiom the 
honeſt, unſuſpecting draper, ali he wanted 
to be informed of in rejation to the cir- 
cumſtances of Ariſtella. As the in- 
clinations of this gentleman, vehemently 
amorous as they were, had not at pre- 
ſent the leaſt tendency to marriage with 
the young beauty, concerning whoſe af- 
fairs he had been ſo inquiſitive, he was 
far from being mortified on hearing ſhe 
had no fortune, and was in a manner 
dependartupon her kindred; nor thought 
it leſs conducive to the intereſt of his 
.paſhon that ſhe was removed into the 
country, where he imagined he might 
find a more eaſy method of winning her 
to his deſires than he could have done 
in town, under the eye of a ſiſter who, 
by the little he had ſeen of her, he per- 
ceived to be a woman of great diſcre- 
tion. He loſt no time; but the very 
next day, attended by one ſervant, poſted 
down to Canterbury, within a quarter of 
a mile of which city Ariſtella at preſent 
reſided. 

Having no acquaintance in that part 
of the country, he took up his lodgings 
in one of the beſt inns; where pretend- 
ing that it was mere curioſity to ſee that 
ancient city which had brought him thi- 
ther, ſeveral offer:d to accompany him 
to thoſe places which moſt deſerved the 
at!ention of a traveller. Among the 
number of theſe hoſpitable perſons was 
the brother-in-law of Arittella, 
eaſy to ſuppoſe that Mutantius made uſe 
of all the arts he was maſter of to inſi- 
nuate himſelf into the geo graces of a 
pirſon whoſe acquaintance was ſo neceſ- 
ſary to his deſign; and, indeed, had not 
this accident happened, there ſeemed 
1» He probability of his accompliſhing 
them; for Ariltella kept fo cloſe in the 
houſe, that though he had been four 
days at Canterbury, and taken all ima- 
ginable pains to get a glimpſe of her, he 
never vet had been fo happy. 


Mutantius had ſomething in him no 


| leſs engaging to the men, than enchant» 
ing to, the women; he knows how to 
ſuit him ſelf to the humour of every one 
he converſes with; it, was therefore not 

difficult for him to cultivate a friendſhip 
with aplain country gentleman, who, free 
from all guile, was equally free from all 
diſtruſt, Leechly, for fo he was called, 
had no other fault than loving his bottle 
tvo well ; which Mutantius perceiving, 
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fell in with this foible, and thereby 


gained his whole heart. | 
Theſe two gentlemen drinking toge- 

ther very late, Mutantius had plied the 

other ſo faſt with glaſſes, that he became 


more than ordinarily intoxicated. Our 


lover obliged him to ſuffer himſelf to be 
attended home by his footman, and the 
next morning ſent a polite meſſage to 
enquire of his health. Beechly took 
this ſo kindly, that he came immediate- 
ly after to the lodgings of Mutantius, to 
ſhew that he was well, and to deſire he 
would do him the honour of dining with 
him that day. My wife,” ſaid he, 
© 1s in the ſtraw: but ſhe has a ſiſter, who 
© 1s at preſent with us; a good, ſmart, 
© well behaved girl, and will receive you 
© in the beſt manner ſhe is able... 

It is not to be doubted, but that the 
heart of Mutantius flattered with the 
moſt rapturous ſenſation, on hearing 
himſelf invited to a place where he was 
ſure of enjoying the company. of her he 
ſo much languiſhed for, and had taken 
ſuch pains to purſue. It is needleſs to 
ſay that he readily accepted ſo obliging 
a ſummons, nor that he prolonged the 
hour of complying with it. He was met 
by Beechly, at the gate, with all ima» 
ginable demonſtrations of a ſincere wel- 
come, and conducted into the parlour; 
where Ariſtella, who ſoon after entered, 
was preſented to him. 

Whatever emotions Mutantius might 
feel in approaching to ſalute her, the 
were yet inferior to hers, in the fi 
ſurprize of ſeeing him there. She had 
heard her brother Beechly talk of a fine 
gentleman lately come to Canterbury, 
and had that. morning received orders 
from him to prepare a handſome dinner 
for his entertainment; but as ſhe had not 


heard him mention the name of his new 


friend, and had no curioſity to aſk any 
thing concerning him, could little ex- 
ped he was the ſame ſhe had ſeen at her 
other ſiſter's in London. She had, it 
ſeems, from the firſt interview with him, 


been poſſeſſed of ſentiments. in his fa- 


vour; which, if not altogether ſo paſ- 


ſionate as thoſe ſhe inſpired him with, 


were yet no leſs ſoft and tender: but, 
conſcious of the vaſt diſparity between 
their fortunes, ſhe had endeavoured to 
check the growth of an inclination which 


ſhe thought could only be deſtructive of 


her peace. But on this ſecond and un- 
expected meeting him again, the ſtifled 
N * 5 l wiſhey 


7 


* 


' wiſhes of her ſoul burſt out afreſh; a 
ſudden flow of joy ruſhed over her heart; 
which, joined to the ſurprize ſhe was in, 
ſpread a kind of wild, though agreeable 
confuſion, in her eyes and voice, while 


ſhe made him thoſe compliments which 


civility exacted from her to a ſtranger. 
Mutantius, to whoſe penetrating eyes 
the change in her countenance was very 
viſible, looked on it as a happy preſage 
of the ſacceſs of his deſign; and the ſe- 
cret pleaſure this imagination gave him, 
brightened all his air, and added new 
races to every thing he ſaid or did; ſo 
that Ariſtella became now quite lolt in 
love and admiration. This day proved, 
indeed, extremely fortunate to Mutan- 
tius: dinner was Ro ſooner over, than 
Beechly was called out to a perſon who 
waited to ſpeak with him on ſome buſineſs 
in another room; the lover took this op- 
portunity of declaring his paſſion to his 
miſtreſs, and relating to her the pains 
he had taken to get a ſight of her; and 
the anſ»ers ſhe made, though very mo- 
deſt and diſcreet, were ſuch as gave him 
no reaſon to def; air. 
ing, he broke off their converſation: he 
took Mutantius to ſhew him his garden; 
which, though not ornamented with ſta- 
tues, nor any exotick curioſities, were 
very pretty. Mutantius was laviſh in 
his-praiſes on every thing he ſaw; but, 
above all, his fancy ſeemed taken with a 
long graſs walk, and a cloſe arbour at 
the end of it. * If I had ſuch a walk 
© as this in town, ſaid he, I ſhould 
ne ver trouble the Mall, Vauxhall, nor 
© Ranelagh,'—* Since you cannot carry 
this with you, replied Beechly, you 
* ſhall be extremely welcome to make 


© as much ule of it as you think fit, 


* while you ſtay in this part of the 
C world.“ - 

Mutantius thanked him ; but ſaid he 
was an early rifer, and ſhould chuſe 
ſuch a walk chiefly for the ſake of me- 
ditation in a morning, and that to come 
at ſuch hours might give too much trou- 
ble to the ſervants. * I can eaſily remedy 
_ © that difficulty, ſince you make it one, 
anſwered the other. There is a door 
that opens behind the arbour into a 
little field, where I keep a cow: I ſel- 
dom have occaſion to make uſe of the 
key, and it is at your ſervice; ſo you 
* may come in as early or as late as you 
© pleaſe, without diſturbing any of my 
* family, or being diſturbed by them.” 

The lover — a thauſand acknow- 
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ledgments to him for this favour, and 
received the key; which, in his mind, 


Beechly return- 


IA 
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he looked upon as a ſure paſſport to all 
the happineſs he wiſhed at preſent to 
enjoy. Bt | 
He went the next morning, taking a 
book in his hand, to prevent ſuſfpician, 
in caſe he ſhould be ſeen; though there 
was no great danger of that, as Beechly 
kept but two maids, and one man ſer- 
vant; who, it might be ſuppoſed,. had 
too much buſineſs in a morning toram- 
ble in the garden: but he might reaſon- 
ably hope to meet with Ariſtella; who, 
having nothing to employ her time, 
might probably amuſe ſome part of it in 
that agreeable place. It is likely, how- 
ever, he might have been diſappointed 
for many days together, if Fortune had 
not now betriended him, as the had hi- 
therto done during the courſe of this ad- 
venture. ; 
Ariſtella was there, indeed, before 
him, in tbe fame walk, and very near 
the arbour through which he entered. 
She had come thither to gather cinque- 
foil for her ſiſter, the nurſe who attended 
her being apprehenſive ſhe would fall 
into a feveriſh diſorder. It is likely ſhe 
was little leſs ſurprized, on ſeeing him 
in that place, than ſhe had been when iu- 
troduced to him by her brother; but as 
I was not preſent, and have this. part of 
the ſtory from the report of others, can 
relate nothing of the particulars of their 
diſcourſe; and only ſay, in general, that 
he ſpared no vows nor proteſtations to 
convince her of his paſſion ; and that he 
prevailed on her to return to him again 
after having carried in the herbs. Hig 
entreaties, joined to her own ſecret in- 
clinations, engazed her to ſee him the 
next day. This meeting was ſucceeded 
by another, that by a third, and fo on 
for ſeveral mornings together, every one 
of them ſtill more endearing him to her 
affections; but, in ſpite of the pleaſure 
ſhe took in his addreſſes, ſhe conld not 
keep herſelf from ſome doubt of the ſin- 


cerity of his paſſion, whenever ſhe re- 


flected on the inequality of their for- 
tunes. One day, expreſſing herſelf very 
emphatically on that occaſion, he cried 
out" Talk not of fortune; by Hea- 
© ven, your heart is all I wtſh?* This 
he repeated ſo often, and ſo tenderly, 
that ſhe at length confeſſed it was > 
ready his. wy 

Having brought her to this point, he 
now thought proper to let her know — 


4 
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veal aim of all his courtſhip: he began 


Wich telling her, that beauty ſuch as hers 


merited to be ſet off with all the advan- 


tages of dreſs and grandeur; that ſhe had 


waſted too much of her youth on a mean 
ance on her kindred; and con- 


chaded with the offer of a large ſettle- 


ment; proteiting to her, at the ſame 
time, that he would never marry any 


- other woman, and that ſhe ſhould live 


in every thing like his wife except the 
Name. 
If a dagger had pierced the gentle 


brealt of Ariſtella, it could not have gi- 
ven her more pain than did this cruel 


declaration, For ſome moments ſhe 
was unable to make any reply, but burſt 
into a flood of tears, and diſcovered all 
the ſymptoms of the moſt violent grief. 
He endeavoured to calm this tempeſt in 


her mind by. all the arts that love and 


wit could inſpire: but all was now in 
vain; a virtuous pride, by degrees, got 
the better of her forrows; and, ſtarting 


from him, ſhe cried out“ Deceittul 


and ungenerous man! think not that 
© your baſe deſires ſhall triumph over the 
© weakneſs I have confeſſed for you !— 
© No, I will never ſee you more; nor 
© henceforward think of you but with 
© horrorand deteſtation!* 5 

In ſpeaking theſe words, the flew ont 
of the arbour. Rage gave wings to her 
feet; yet Mutantius would certainly have 
overtaken her, if the fight of a man 
whom Beechly had employed to do ſome 
work in the garden had not made him 
turn back. He went to his lodgings 
much · diſconcerted at this accident; but 
the knowledge he had of Ariſtella's af- 
ſection for him, kept him from totally 


deſpairing. He repaired to the arbe ur 


next morning, but no Ariſſella appeared; 
he went again, but had no better ſucceſs. 


| Refolved to ſee her, if pothble, he made 


2 viſit at the houſe, and told Beechly, 


In a ec manner, that he was come to 


take à K cond dinner with him; to which 


he repiied with a compliment ſuitable tv 
the occaſion. | N 

Nutantius was again diſappointed : 
Ariſtella, hearing he was there, ſent 
wo-d to her brother that ſhe had a vio- 


lent tooth- ache, and defired he would ex- 


This 


cuſe her from coming down. 


drove the lover almoſt to diſtraction: he 


went home, wrote to her, and made his 
foutman go, as of his own accord, to 


chat with the ſervants, and loiter about 


the houſe till he ſhould tee Ariſtella, and 
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deliver the letter to her. "The ſeſlow 


found means to execute his commiſſion; 


Ariſtella took the letter on his preſenting 
It to her, and went up into ber tham. 
ber; but, after reflecting a little, would 
not truſt her own heart ſo far as to read 
this dangerous epiſtle: ſhe therefore put 
it under a cover; and, having ſealed and 


directed it, came down, and gave it to 


the man, ſaying—“ There's my anſwer 
© to your maſter's letter.” 

Never had the vanity of Mutantius 
met with ſo ſevere a ſhock; yet could he 
not forbear revering the virtue he at. 
tempted to deſtroy. If before he loved, 
he now adored her; and the more he 
conſidered her perfections, the more he 
found her worthy to behis wife; yet, when 
he thought of marriage, the idea of that 
ſtate was irk ſome to him. He knew that 
at preſent he was the idol of the fair, but 
ſhould ceaſe to be fo if once he became a 
huſband. He could not bear to loſe his 
darling admiration, yet was equally un- 
able to bear life without the enjoyment 
of Ariſtella. After ſome debate within 
himſelf, his paſſion, however, got the 
better of his vanity, and he reſolved to 
marry Ariſtel:az but which way to let 
her know he meant to do ſo, ſeemed as 
great a difficulty as ary he had paſſed 
through in attempting to ſeduce her: he 
was convinced ſhe would neither fee him, 
nor receive a letter from him; yet, in 
ſpite of all this, Love, fertile in con- 
trivances, puta ſtratagem into his head 
which had the deſired effect: it was 
this T0 

Beechly's new-born ſon had ndt been 
yet baptized, on account of the mother's 
having been more than ordinarily indiſ- 
poled during her lying- in. He offered 
to be one of the ſponſors, which tlie 
other gladly accepted. Ariſtella could 
not now avoid his preſence; but behaved 
with ſo much reſerve, ſcarce ever look- 
irg towards him, that a man lefs con- 
ſcious of his own merit might have been 
abaſhed. After ſome time, when moſt 
of the company were engaged in con. 
verſation, he found an opportunity to 
ſay to her“ Madam, I beſeech you will 
forgive the raſh propoſal I preſumed 
to make you; be aſſured I have hear- 
© tily repented of it, and have now no 
* defigns upon you but what are trul) 
a — 2 To which ſhe replied— 
© Sir, I ſhall never believe a man means 
me well, who, has once thought ſo 
„ beg, re- 


poorly of me. —“ J only 
| | ſumed 
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ſumed be; *-the liberty of entertaining der, and immediately relieved them, by 


of you once more in private; and if what renewing his proteſtations that the next 
* « | haye then to ſay does not merit or morning ſhould make his perſon as in- 
* « pardon and favour, I ſhall leave Can- violably hers as his heart had been from 
1a « terbury, and perhaps the world, for the firſt moment he beheld her; and, at 
id © exer.” He could add no more at that the ſame time, ſhewed her a ring and 
we time, Beechly calling him to pledge him licence, which he had already projhegs 
id in a bumber to the young Chriſtian; for that purpoſe, He ſupped with ber 
* but, before they parted, he found means that evening; but when it was over, very 
er to enforce what he had laſt ſaid with ſo retpeRfully retired, to leave her to that 
moving an air, that ſhe conſented to repoſe he judged neceſſary after the fa- 
10 ſee him the next morning. #7 tigue of the journey, x 
he: The conſequence of this interview was I come now to that part of the ſtory 
. a full forgiveneſs of what was patt on which. I had an opportunity of being 
d the ſide of Ariſtella; and on that of Mu- both an eye and ear-witneſs of. I was 
bo tantius, a ſolemn vow of making her acquainted with the gentlewoman of the 
he his wife the moment ſhe conſented to be houſe where Ariſtella was placed, and 
* fo: but added, that there were ſome cir- happened to call there on ſome bu ſineſe 
as cumſtances in Eis affairs which required the very next morning after that young ; 
at their marriage ſhould be kept ſecret for lady had been brought thither. y 
at atime, To this laſt article ſhe made no friend told me, among other diicourſe, 
2 direct anſwer, at preſent; but the next that ſhe had lett her lodgings at a very 
be day, when they met again by appoint- high rent; but was apprehenſive the per- 
% ment, ſuffered herſelf to be overcome ſon they were for was no better than a 
at by his perſuaſions, and promiſed that kept woman. On my aſking what 
n every thing ſhould be as he would have ground ſhe had for ſuch a ſuſpicion, ſhe 
ie it. It was at laſt agreed upon be:ween replied, that ſhe had leit them to a gen- 
* then, that he ſhould retunn to London tleman of fortune, called Mutantius, 
et in a few days; and that ſhe ſhould fol- for the uſe of a lady whom he brought 
hs low, as ſoon as her ſiſter's recovery per- to take poſſeſſion of them the night be- 
d mitted to take her leave with decency. fore; and that he had hired ſervants to 
* Both theſe lovers were now in a {tate wait upon her, who knew as little of the 
Y of perfe& contentment, and cach of them lady as ſhedid. She farther added, that 
* obſerved their promiſe with the utmoſt the lady was young and pretty; and 
* punctuality: but what afterwards be- that ſhe could not help thinking it a lit- 
4 . tel them, mult be the ſubject of another tle odd ſuch a one ſhould be under the 
s elapter, Ro care of ſo gay a ſpark as Mutantius. 1 


As I vas perfectly acquainted with 
| | the character of Mutantius, I was of 
CHAP. IX. ' opinion ſhe was in the right; and ad- 
1 0 viſed her to ſay nothing till ſhe ſaw far- 

CONTAINS ONLY A CONTINUATION ther into the matter, and not loſe ſo be- 

. OF THE SAME NARRATIVE, BE- neficial a lodger on a bare. conjecture. 
GUN IX THE FOREGOING CHAP- She approved of what I ſaid, and I took 
TER, AND WILL NOT BE CON- my leave, but not to go home. What 
CLUDED IN THIS. | ſhe had told me filled me with a curio- 

ſity to diſcover ſomething more & this 
„ eee being apprized, affairs ſo went no farther than the firſt 
by a letter from Arittella, of the blind alley I found, where I put ou my 
day ſhe ſhould come to town, went in Inviſible Belt, and returned again juſt as 
his own coach to Greenwich to meet her, Mutantius knocked at the door. I en- . 
and conducted her to a very handſome tered with him, and followed him up. 
lodging, in one of the beſt ſtreets near ſtairs. The fight of Ariſtella convinced 
Bloomſbury Square, where he had alſo me that the good woman had not been 
provided ſervants to attend her. She miſtaken in the deſcription ſñe gave me 
was at firſt a little ſcrupulous of putting of her. The lovers ran into eachother's 
herſelf under his protection, till the ſa- arms; and Mutantivs, looking on her 
ered ceremony had been performed. He with the greateſt tenderneſs, ſpoke thus 
perceived the apprehenſions ſhe was un- JAutaniius, Now, my deareſt 440 
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ſtella, T am come to put a final end to all 
'yonr doubts either of my love or ho- 
nour. ; 
Ariftella. I am pleaſed to think that 
the perfect confidence I have ſhewn in 
both gives me ſome fort of claim to the 
proof you are now a out to give of them, 
fince I muſt confeſs myſelf in every 
other reſpe& ſo unworthy of you. 

Mutantius. You are worthy of 
every thing. But, my dear, you forget 
that there is another teſtimony that I 
expect from you of the regard you have 
for me. | 

Ariſtella. Name it; that my ready 
compliance may convince you how 

happy I think myſelf in every oppor- 
tunity of obliging you. 

Mutantius. It is that you will be 
content that for ſome time our marriage 
may be kept a ſecret. | 

 Ariftella, You know I have pro- 
miſed it. 


Mutantius.. Yes, in general terms: 


but you have fiſters, who are very dear 
to you; and though I doubt not of their 
diſcretion, I cannot think a ſecret ſafe 
when truſted in ſo many hands. Will 
then your love for me enable you to en- 
dure their reproaches for your ſuppoſed 
diſhonour, rather than reveal what is 
inconvenient for me to be made known? 


Ariſtella. The trial is a little ſevere, | 


but will not laſt forever. 
Mutantius. No, my dear. 

will come when your innocence ſhall 
be fully cleared, and, like the ſun, ſhine 
brighter after this ſhort eclipſe; til] then, 
may I depend that the name of wife 
and huſband ſhall be known only be- 
tween ourſelves? 

Ariftella. You may. 

Mutantius. Swear it, then. 

Ariflella. By all that's ſacred. 

Mutantius. Hold, my dear : I would 
have you firſt unde ſtand the full extent 
of the vow you are ahout to make. 
You ſwear that no imaginary provo- 
cation on my fide, nor no unjuſt con- 
tempt nor il] treatment you may meet 
with from the world, ſhall ever extort 
from you a confeſſion that you are my 


wife, till I myſelf ſhall publickly ac- 


knowledge you to be ſo. 

Ariflella. All this I ſolemnly ſwear ; 
2nd invoke Heaven to bleſs me as I shall 
rehgiouſly obſerve it. 


Mutantius. Charming, generous crea-' 


ture!—And, in return, to prevent all fu- 
ture apprehenfions in prejudice of my faith 
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or conſtancy from riſing in your breaſt, if 
it were poſhble for me to take a baſe ad- 
vantage of the obligation I have laid y. 
under, and make my addreſſes to an- 
other woman on the ſcore of marriage, / 
here releaſe you from your vow, and 
leave you at liberty to declare yourſelf 
my wife, aſſert your prior right, and 
proclaim me fora villain. 

Ariſtella. Heaven forbid it ſhould 
ever come to that ! | 

Mutantius. No, my Ariſtellaz there 
is no danger. I have already rejected 
greater offers than ever will be made to 
me again. To deal ſincerely with you, 
there has been always in my nature an 
extreme repugnancy to the name of 
marriage; the name of huſband was irk. 
ſome to me: no woman but 'yourſelf 
had ever charms to reconcile me to it; 
but your beauty, ſweetneſs, and unaf- 
fected modeſty, have now informed my 
ſoul, and, by degrees, will make me as 
proud of Hymen's fetters as I ſhould 
once have been aſhamed of them. 

Ariftella. It ſhall be my whole ſtudy 
to make them eaſy to you. 

Mutantius. I know it will. But, 
come, my love, à coach waits to carry 
us to church; that ſolemn ſcene which 
fixes the everlaſting happineſs or miſery 
of all who approach it in the manner we 
do. 3 

On concluding theſe words, he took 
her by the hand, and led her down 
ſtairs. I was cloſe behind them when 
they went into the coach, which was 
ordered to drive to Clerkenwell. I pre- 
ſently ſuppoſed he made choice of this 
place as there was the leaſt danger of his 
being ſeen by any one who knew Rim. 
I followed on foot; but came tim 
enough to ſee Mwantius reſign that li- 
berty he had once ſet fo high a value on 
as to reſolve never to part with. The 
ceremony was performed by the curate 
of the pariſh; and the clerk officiated as 
father, to give away the bride. After 
all was over, Mutantius deſired their 
marriage might be regiſtered, and a certi- 
ficate of it given to Ariſtella; both which 
were accordingly done. | | 

I now left the new-wedded pair to 
diſpoſe of themſelves as they thought fit, 
and returned to my apartment, in order 
to ruminate at leiſure on an adventure 
which ſeemed to me to have in it many 
inconſiſtencies. But the more I thought 


on this adventure, the more I was con- 
founded; and the reſult of all my medi- 


tations 


W-: 
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tations was, that it muſt be left to time 
to unravel the myſtery: I kept, however, 
a watchful eye on the behaviour of Mu- 
tantius, but was little the wiſer for the 

ins I took, as I. found he only lived 
in the ſame gay and gallant manner he 


he had always done in reſpect to the 


ladies. | | | 
But now, methinks, I hear the reader 
out with ſome impatience—* How 


did Ariftella behave all this time? 


«© How could ſhe, the wife of this incon- 
«© ſtant man, ſupport the ſhare that others 
© had in his affections ? It is, indeed, 
impoſſible for-me to ſay in what manner 
ſhe would have reſented ſo 8 
cricumſtance, if known to her; but ſhe 
lived too retired for it to reach her ears: 
ſhe had, however, other troubles more 
than ſufficient for human fortitude to 
ſuſtain; but of what nature, muſt be left 
to the next chapter to explain. . 


THE CATASTROPHE OF THIS AD- 
VENTURE CAN NOT FAIL OF Ex- 
. CITING | COMPASSION IN THE 
BREASTS OF MY FAIR READERS, 
AND ALSO AFFORD MATTER OF 


SPECULATION TO THE OTHER. 


SEX. 
"THE purſuit of other adventures, 
'E which ſhall be inſerted in their pro- 
per places before the concluſion of this 
3 hindered me for a long time from 
going to ſee in what manner Ariſtella 
was treated by Mutantius; but at length, 
ſome uneaſy reflections on her account 
raiſed an impatience in me to know the 
certainty of her preſent ſtate. Accord- 
ingly I went one day to the houſe where 
ſhe was lodged; but, to my great ſur- 
prize, found ſhe had made but a ſhort 
ſtay there, and had been removed a con- 
ſiderable time before my coming. On 
my aſking ſome queſtions of my friend 
concerning the reaſon of it, the good 
woman anſwered me in theſe or the like 
terms—* The affair was jult as I ex- 


© peſted,” ſaid ſhe. * I pity the poor 


« young gentlewoman, indeed; ſhe has 


| © not the looks of ſuch a one; but 1 
| © ſuppoſe ſhe has been decoyed by abun- 


© dance of fair iſes : I wonder, 
© however, that Mutantius, knowing the 
character of my houſe, and that I always 


| * bad people of the beſt faſhion lodge 
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. * miſtreſs under my roof; but I was ye! 
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„ with me, ſhould offer to Ering a kept. 


free with him, and told him ny mi- 

< plainly on the occafion.80 © © nf! 
And pray what anſwer did he make, 

cried I, with ſome impatience; © 


© you called her a ' kept-miftreſs 7 


6 little to the purpoſe, truly, re- 
amel they * N urig or a 
gentle woman, and a friend of his, and, 
6 as ſuch, expected that I ſhould treat 
© her civilly. I told him, it was not i 

©. my nature to treat any body uncivilly, 
© but that I would encourage no ſuch 


1 doings; and thereforedyfired he would ' 
© provide another Iod for her. On 
© this, he flew into u paſſion, told me 


as an ignorant, fooliſh woman, and 

the like; but I did not regard his 

aus 1 found wh 

ute, took his am away in 

« days afterwardss. as ts 
manner in which this woman 

=_ made me extremely commiſerate 

the condition of Ariſtella, who, though 


a lawful wife, was obliged, through the 


caprice of- Mutantius, and the vow the 
had taken, to endure all the contumely 
due to a proftitute. I would have given 
almoſt any thing but the ſecret of my 
Invifible Belt and Tablets to have clear - 
ed Ariftella's innocence in the fulleſt 
manner to this gentlewoman ;z but as 
there was no doing one without the 
other, I was compelled to content myſelf 
with getting out of her directions to the 
place where this much injured lady was 
removed, reſolving to take the firſt op- 
rtunity to ſee what atonement the be. 
aviour 
private, for the injuſtice he did her re- 
putation in 3 * mags 
I was ſo locky as to find them toge- 
ther the firſt day I went; but the ſcene 
I was witneſs of, inſtead of diminiſhing, 
very much added to the concern I had 
carried with me. Ariſtella was fitting 
very melancholy in one co of the 
room, Mutantius in another, with all the 
marks of diſcontent and ill-humour in 
his countenance. By what followed, 'it 


appears that ſhe had been ſpeaking ſome- 


what to him in relatiqn to the diſcovery 
of their marriage. I doubt not, by what 
I ſaw of her behaviour, both before and 
afterwards, that ſhe expreſſed herſelf in 
. gentle 2 22 occaſion; but 
the bar memdes of ching to a 
man of his e Wekinking, was 
of itſelf — offence, I have al- 


ready 


Mutantius made to her in 
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5 ; þ but ; jul rered the room, 
5 En" had faid, and that ro- 


well as you onge p 


A, 


3 y drew on a converſation which let me 


| Into the rende of both their Laien. 


tus. T am forry to find you 


ve ſo little regard for m 
Fi er as, ,whenever I am 
with" you, to fall eternally upon a ſubje& 
which you know is diſagrecable to me. 
. 


Mutant 


ella, If you. loved me half ſo 
be ſo ane ; and you wopld,, at 
ſt, acquaint me with the reaſons which 
op 04 Jo e in the-mapner I dd. 
utaxtine FE erhaps it is nat proper 
what 
d 


far reveal them. 

; Sigel h, lutantius 2 I know 
t to think of my condition. 

Why did you marry me? . 

Mut * Becauſe I then liked you 

better than any other woman, and it I 

do ay ſtill continue to do fo, it is N 

own fault. I hate to be teazed; beſides, 

the conditions of our marriage were that 

it ſhould be kept a ſecret. 

| Ariftella, Yes, for a time. 
1 That time will not be 

tened by your impatience, 
. ele It may, for if it laſts 
much longer my heart muſt infallibly 


" "Mutantins, Piſh! women's hearts are 
not made of ſuch brittle ſtuff; the head 


is in more danger, when ſwelled with 


pride and vani 


| 2 . Sir, I think it fo 
would at leaft 


became you to be a little 
more ſerious on the occaſion, | 
_ Mutantivs. With zll my heart, Ma- 


dam, as ſerious as you pleaſe; for faith 


I am not in a humour to be merry. Se- 
riouſly, then; you ſeem to me to be one of 
the moſt ungrateful and moſt unreaſon - 
able women under the ſun. Have I not 
taken you from a dependance on your 
ſiſters ¶ Have you not nuw good lodgings, 


* 


ſervants to wait on you, and an allowance 


- ſufficient to ſupport you in a faſhion be- 
- Fond what you cou 


ever have expected? 
all this is nothing in your account. 
Ariflella. Nothing, when balanced 
2gainſt a life of ipfamy: the very ſer- 
vants you upbraid me with, deſpiſe me 
while they ſerve me; the people of the 


| houſe treat me but with an enforced ci - 


inty; 1 pats my days as one who was 
a 2 to the world, and had no buſi- 


peſs in it; never partake the joys of ſo- 


cial convestation, never viſit, nor am 
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nd indeed 


ſhall betaluted, on his firſ ſeri 
with the odious title of baſtard? 


7 


* . a 1 1 | 7 | | | 
| | ed the poſture I found him viſited, and ſcarce dart yenture-to breathe 
ready 2 uh roger the. he the oper air, left I ſhould be ſeen by any 


who have known me, eſpecially. b 
III 
now how to tet a juſt value upon repui 
tion, and to. ſcorn all erle- it. 
Matantins. A very fine catalogue of 
complaints, truly! Have you any more} 
'Ariflella. Ves, one thing more, which, 
with what indifference ſoever you | 
now regard me, ought not, methinks, to 
eſcape your conſideration. You know l 
am far adyanced in my pregnancy; per: 
haps, too, of a ſon; and can; you Ep. 
port the thoughts, that an infant, born 
the lawful heir of your eſtate and name; 


wenge 


Mutaniius, What will he be the 
worſe, unleſs you expect to have fo wiſe 
2a child as to know what is ſaid of him 
as ſoon as he comes into the world ? + - 

Ariffella. Oh, Mutantius! Mutan- 
tius! this is cruel dealing. 

She faid no more, but wept bitterly, 
Mutantius, who, it muſt be owned, has 
ſome good - nature, ſeemed much moved 
at ſeeing her thus; and having looked on 
her ſome moments with a great deal of 
tenderneſs, bid her come to him: ſhe 
obeyed, but advanced with the moſt 
ſorrowful and dejected air; he pulled her 
to him, made her fit upon his knee, and 
kiſſing away the tears, he ſpoke thus 

Mutantius. Come, my poor Ariſtella, 
do not be fo foaliſh; you have no- cauſe 
r weepingz you know yourſelf vir- 
tuous, and I know you ate fo, and have 
no need to. be ali ed at the miſtaken 
opinion others may have of you, eſpe - 
cially as it is not to laſt always. 

Ariflella. If I were certain w 
this event would happen, even though it. - 
were much longer than T hope it will, 
I ſhould wait with patience. = I 

Mutantius. You muſt depend fot 
that upon my love and honour; it is not 
in wy power to aſſign the day and hour. 
Ta deal ſincerely with you, I have been 
a railer at marriage, have refuſed affers 


of that nature as much above my expec- 


tations as I was above yours, and I 
cannot all at orice ſubmit to be pointed- 
at for a huſband, and hear people laugh 

and ery out, that I had thrawn myſelf | 
away: but of this, my dear, you may af- 


fure yourſelf, that I will endeavonr to 
get rid of theſe ſeruples as ſoon as poſ- 


ſible. In the mean time, I will give you 
as much of my dompany a can be 
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ſpared from v bochuel. end: other attach 
ments which are not to be diſpenſed 
with. - I came on purpoſe io devote 
this whole day to you, dive me nut 
from you by r diſcontent ; kiſs me, 


and give ——_ promiſe that you! will 


beentirely e 

She complied readity with the f En 
of this injunction, and fad ſhe wor! 
her beſt to pei form the other, But by 
what I had now ſeen of the — 
ard difpotirion of Mutantius, I found 
reaſon. to-hejieve it would he yet a great 
while before he wonld bring jumſeif to 
make a declaration of his marriage; fo 
reſolved not to take the trouble of any 
farther inquiſition>, but wait till com- 
mon fame thould give me intelligence of 
it. This event, however, happened much 
ſooner than I expected; but was brought 
about by an accident which excited the 
extremelt pity inſtead of congratulations. 
The unfortunate Ariſtella was not born 
to enjoy a happineſs ſhe ſo ardently had 
withed for, and ſo long been made to 
hope; death alone had the power to give 
what life in vain had waited far ; and 
the ſame breath which told me Mutan- 
tins had acknowledged her for his wife, 
informed me alſo that ſhe was no more. 

Ariſtella, on her leaving the country, 
was charged with letters and ſome little 


preſents from Mrs. Beechly to her two | 
ſiſters in London; but bein ng hindered 
10 


from, executing this commiſſion in per- 


| fon, by the obligation Mutantius had 


laid her under, the ſent what was entruſt- 


ed to her care by a porter, accompanied 


with a little billet from herſelf; in which 
ſhe told them, that an affair of the ut- 


moſt conſequence kept her at preſent . 
from ſeeing them, but that ſhe hoped to 


do ſo in a ſhort time. and would then ac- 
quaint them with the reaſons for havin if 
abſented herſelf, and begged they woul 
Entertain no unfavourable thoughts of 
her conduct in this point. 


As ſhe was circumſtanced, it was not f 


in her power to have added othierwile ; 
yet what ſatis faction could ſuch a letter 

ive the two ſiſters? for a girl to baniſh 
he rſelf from her kindred, without ac- 


quainting them with the motive, or the 


place to which ſhe was retired, had a 
right to raiſe in them conjectures of the 
worſt ſort. They were diffracted at the 
thoughts of her ſuppoſed ruin, and ſpared 
No pains to find her out, in r to 
bring her home, and ſnatch her from the 
Qhame they imagined hex was $ inrolyed | in. 


*# 


Tr 1s 15I E THY, 


_ while poor Ariſtella, b 
oath ſhe i ia rake, cory 8 


| obrious names, th 
2 


as 
Fruitlefi was . AK, 61 


time 5 but cher th 
not only 


55 any 2 wah 8 
„and the door haf 
r Fr 
5 an n 
ght f her=For her 
viſible—addet to the 


before enflam with.” the) N 0 


they reviletl her in the mo Nr MER 


Ae om 


deferice of her i innocence, But whit 


ed to convince — more fal of 14 


guilt. After having loaded 

left her ik 
ſame precipitation they had come, 

vowing never more to ſee or think of ber 

as a ſiſter. 

Impoſſible it is for any one to conceive . 
what the ſoul of Ariftella ſuffered in this 
ſhocking ſtroke: conſcious of innocence, 
yet labouring under all the appearance 
of guilt; ſcandalized, abuſed by thoſe to 
whom ſhe had been fo dear, yet incapable 
either of defending her wronged virtue, 
cx of blaming the ſeverity ſhe was treat- 
ed with for her ſuppoſed fall; every 
paſſion that can agitate the human heatts 
at once aſſailed, and overwhelined her 
with a variety of anguiſh; the force or 
which had ſuch an etfe& upon her, as to 
cauſe. an abortien' that ſame night, and 
allo to throw her imo convulſion, which 
in a few hours rendered her life deſpair- 
ed of by all about her. In her intervals, 
between thioſe fits which deprived her of 
all ſenſe and motion, ſhe cried out for 
Mutantius, aſked where he was, and 
{ſaid ſhe could not die without ſeeing him, 
Meſſepgers were immediately diſpatched 
to him; he came, ſeemed greatly affected 
at the condition he found bon zin, hut 
was much more ſo, when he Was in- 
ormed what it was had t her into 
it. She was inſenſible on his entrance, 
but recovering ſoon after, and ſkeing _ 
— ſo * * „ catched hold of his 

and, and with agonies inexpreſſib 
laid to him—* Oh, k e 
s now be rid of a tie you have been 
£ aſhamed to own.'—* No, by Heaven!” 
cried he: Live, hve, Arid lla, and 1 
vill deelare to all the world that you 
are my wife, my lawful married wife,” 

Whether it were this ſudden ruſls of 
joy, on * * ſpeak theſe * 


to ſuſtain, or that the lamp of life was 
Waſted by the agonies ſhe had before en- 
dured, is altogether uncertain; but ſhe 
expired that moment, yielding up her 
lat breath = LE PO of her too _ 
nting huſband. ve, pity, 21 

1 3 engroſſed all E 3 

kept his promiſe, acknowledged her 


for his wife, had her intombed with 


great funeral in his own family 
vault, and paid all imaginable honours 
to her memory. Whether he will ever 

V into his former vanities, time alone 
muſt ſhew; t preſent, this once gay, 


thoughtleſs rover, either is, or affects to 
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that was too powerful for her weakneſs 
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E 
of; behaves 9 utmoſt indifference 
towards the fair ſex; ſeldom goes to any 
publick place; ſees but little company 
at home; and ſeems to be in every thing 
the vety reverſe of what he was. 

As to the ſiſters of the unfortunate 
Ariſtella, they were ſeized with the moſt 
deep affliction, when they came to know 
the ſad effects their raſh reſentment had 
occaſhioned—which may ſerve as a warn- 
ing to all perſons not to be over haſty in 
cenſuring actions, the true meaning of 
_ they cannot immediately compre. 

nd, N | f . 
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other in ſuch diſguiſes as 
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BOOK vi. 


CHAP. 1. 


1s DEDICATED ENTIRELY TO THE 
LADIES, AS IT RELATES AN AD- 
VENTURE WHICH NEARLY CON- 
CERNS THEM TO TAKE NOTICE OF. 


| MONG all the numerous 


| A modes. which the wanton-. 


neſs of luxury has of late 
ears introduced into this 


C kingdom for deſtroying of 


time, I know of none more 
fatal to the virtue and reputation of the 
female ſex than maſquerades; I mean, 
as that amuſement 1s at preſent con- 
duced. Indeed, when a ſelect com- 
pany of ladies and gentlemen agree 
among themſelves, or are invited b 
ſome perſon of condition, to divert eac 
their ſeveral 
fancies ſhall make choice of, the caſe is 
widely different; for there, after paſſin 
a few hours in muſick, dancing, an 
pleaſant raillery, according to the cha- 
racers they aſſume, the maſks are all 
thrown afide, and every one appears as 
he is; ſo that none will venture to talk 
or act beneath a vizard, in ſuch a man- 
ner as, when he ſtands revealed, will 
either reflect ſhame on himſelf, or give 
offence to thoſe he has been entertain · 


ing. Maſquerades, thus managed, I 
cannot but allow to be not only inno- 
cent hut laudable amuſements, as they 
2 to het the wit and exhilarate thb 
mind. 5 | | 

But here, ſorry am to ſay ir, the maſ. 
querade houſes may with propriety 
enough be called ſhops, where oppor» * 
tunities for immorũſity, prophaneneſs, 
obſcenity, and almoſt every kind of vice, 
are retailed to any one who will become 
a cuſtomer; and, at the low rate of ſeven 
and twenty ſhillings, the moſt abandoned 
courtezan, the moſt profligate rake, r 
common ſharper, purchaſes the privi- 
lege of mingling with the firſt peers and 
peereſſes of the realm, and not ſeldom 
a—_— both modeſty and greatneſs 
with impunity. I perceive, to my great 
ſatisfaction, 8 5 ſome — who, 
touched with a juſt ſenſe of what is ow- 
ing to their dignity, are determined not 
to expoſe themſelves any mare in a place 
where, if no worſe enſues, the mot li- 
centious freedoms of ſpeech, at leaſt, are 
often offered to the chaſteſ ears; and I 
am not without hope, that the influence 
of their example will prevail on many 
others to do the ſame. For the benefit, 


however, of the unwary, and thoſe who, 


by their ſmall acqua 
ignorant of the cuſtoms of theſe 
ous amulements, it will not be 


uaintance in town, are 
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relate an adventure which I was wit- ; 
neſs of, and may ſerve as a warning to 
all who are truly innocent, and defire 


to remain ſo, | 5 
Alexis and Matilda were the ſon and 


| daughter of two gentlemen who lived 


near Newcaſtle. They had loved each 
other even before either well knew what 
was meant by the paſſion; and, as their 


underſtanding ripened, their inclinations _ 
increaſed. Hope, for ſome time, gilded 


the proſpe& of their mutual wiſhes ; but, 
when they left expected, a ſtop was 
put to the conſummation hy an unfor- 
tunate diſagreement between their pa- 
rents. Alexis was forbid to ſee Ma- 
tilda, and Matilda ever to think on 
Alexis: but theſe commands had little 
authority over hearts ſo fondly ena- 
moured as theirs; they formed the moſt 
romantick contrivances to keep alive the 
flame with which each had inſpired the 
other; ſome of which ſucceeded ſo well, 
as to enable them to continue an inter- 
courſe by letters, and even to gain pri- 
It was the father of 
Alexis who of the two had been moſt 


refractory; and he dying a ſmall time 


after, the young gentleman found means 


to reconcile matters ſo effectually with 


the parents of Matilda, that they at 


length conſented to give her to him, and 


compleated the happinefs of the equall 
loving and belorey — WER 
Matilda, whoſe every care, hope, 
and joy, had all been centered in her 
dear Alexis, had nothing now to wiſh 
beyond what the was in 
and Alexis thought himſelf fo bleſt, that 
he even defied the power of Fortune to 
give him any cauſe of diſquiet. Fa- 
tal ſecurity! How little dependance for 
the ſuture is there on the preſent good! 
oy had not long enjoyed the ſweets 
of this ſo- much · deſired union, before 
Matilda, who had never been in Lon- 
don, expreſſed a curioſity to ſee it. 
Alexis, proud to embrace every oppor- 
tunity of giving her pleaſure, immedi. 
ately took the hint, and told her he was 
ready to conduct her thers as ſoon as ſhe 
pleaſed. Accordingly they ſet out, and 
arrived in London about September. 
Alexis took ready-furnifhed lodgings, 
in a handſome houſe near'St. 'James's, 
for fix months; in which time he thought 
he mould be able to ſhew Matilda every 
thing worth her ſeeing in town. | 
- Alexis had received his firſt precepts 


| mi Weſhniniler Schooly/ and having nd 
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eſſion of; 


I Gid'notHhing 16 them . Seb; 
bot, When cyeriing cam, ! ee! 


r 
relations in London, his father re- 
queſfed me, by letters, to call ſome. 
times at the houſe where he boar 
and have an eye over his behaviour, 
I did fo; and the advice I gave him be. 
ing delivered not in a magiſterial but 
friendly manner, the lad conceived a 
very great affection for me from that 
time, and has preſerved it ever fince, 
He made me the compliment of a firſt 
viſit on his coming to town, told me 
how happy he was, and begged I would 
be no ſtranger to the fair perſon who 
had made him ſo. I accepted the invi. 
tation, and went the next day. On his 
preſenting Matilda to me, I was' ſtruck 
with admiration ; for, beſides eve 
thing that could conftitute'-a per 
beauty, there was a ſweet ſimplicity, 
and a chearful, unaffected innocence, 
which ſhone through the whole, and 
brightened every grace. | 

As the ſole excitement Matilda had 
to take a journey to London was to gra- 
tify her curioſity with the fight of it, 
there was no eminent ſtructure, or place 
of note, to which ſhe was not con- 
ducted by her Alexis. A new ſcene of 
diverſions aptned as the SORT ſeaſou 
came on; plays, operas, - and *maſque- 
rades, 2 attract aiteritiohs 
the two firſt of theſe amuſements Ma- 
tilda was not altogethera ſtranger to, hav- 
ing often ſeen ſome w liat like ihem aRted 
by ſtrolling companies in the country, 
but ſhe had not the leaſt notion of maſ- 


querades; and the litile account Alexis 


was able to give her making her more 
impatient to know what ſort of en 
tainment they afforded, it may be eaſſly 
ſuppoſed that ſo indulgent an 3 
would not ſuffer her to continue long 1 
ſuſpence; it may be, too, that he had 
ſome curioſity of his own 114 „K. 
this point, having, it ſeems, nevet 
at a maſquerade himſelf. 8 
Tickets accordingly were purchaſed, 
and habits hired. I happened to' make 
a morning viſit the day they were to go, 
and Found Matilda buſy in ornament- 
ing a little hat and crook. The mo- 
ment I entered the room, ſhe told me, 
with the greateſt pleafute in her counte · 
nance, that ſhe was to be at the miaſque- 
rade that night, and was to aſſume 
character of a ſhepherdeſs. I rephet, 
ſhe could not take upoß her one mode 
ſuſtable to her youth and infiotence. 
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ſhaw; which was the work, indeed, bey, 


myſelf. with a domino, and haſted to 
that Babel of hurry and confuſion; 
where it was no difficult matter to diſ- 
cover the perſons I ſought after, as I- 
knew the dreſſes they were in. I ſoon 
diſtinguiſhed: the ſhepherdefs, and the 
huſband by the blue domino L had ſeen 
lying on a table in his dining-room, and 

rceived there were many eyes upon 
Matilda for though her face was con- 
cealed, her 
in them ſuſſiciently attractive. But 
there was one who, above all the reſt, 


ſeemed particularly attentiye to her mo- 


tions: he was in the habit of à huntſ- 


man; a. character which I afterwards 


had reaſon to ſay to myſelf ſuited very 
well with the intentions he had in his 
head that night. Which way ſoever 
Matilda turned, he touk care not to loſe 
ſight of her; but, as ſhe kept cloſe to 
Alexis, neither " —— one elſe 75 
an opportunity o ing to her. 

dann — as — without 
being taken notice of; and it gave me a 
good deal of diverſion, to fee. the fur. 


prize this innocent country lady teſtified 


at hearing the freedoms with which ſome 
people, 'who ſeemed to be perfect ſtran- 
gers, accoſted each other. OR 
A gentleman croſſing the room with 
bis maſk in his hand, was known to 
Alexis; who, on fight of him, cried 
out ta Matilda Look yonder, my 
dear! there is Mr. Freeman! I never 
© heard of his being in town. I will 
« juſt ſtep and tell him where we lodge: 
do you fit here till I come back. He 
then ſeated her on a, bench, and went 
haſtily after his friend, who had paſſed 
into another room. Ind doubted not 
but the huntſman would ſnatch his 
opportunity of entertaining Matilda; 
but I loſt tight of him in an inſtant; he 
vaniſhed, as it were, from the place, 
and I faw him no more. The fair 
ſhepherdeſs, however, was not to remain 
neglected. I found ſeveral advancin 
towards her; one of whom was the m 
groteſque; as well as difagreeable figure, 
| ever beheld: his ſtature was far 
what could be called tall, but the cir- 
cumference of his carcaſeexceeded that of 
any three men in the whole aſſembly; his 


legs looked like the pillars of a church- 


porch, and when he moved were at ſuch 
a diſtance from each other, that a boar 
of a moderate fize might eaſily paſs be- 
tween them without being incommoded. 
He had on the hahit of a/Turkith ba- 


and air had ſomewhat 


| hand, led her haſtily away. I 


and he paſſed 


y- 


858 


could have choſe; his huge ears, diſcos ” 


vered by the ſhortneſs of his 
hung upon his ſhoulders, as did the wal» 
lets under his chin upon his breaſt; in 3 


word, he could have no deformity that 
the dreſs he was in did not ſhew to ad- 
vantage. e 1 N & Þ 

This enormous creature had no ſooner 
reached the place where Matilda 1 
age 


than he threw himſelf down by her on 
bench, and accoſted her with la 


which I ſhould never forgive nor | 
expect to be forgiven by my reader, to 


, foe 2 

iſpers of ſome c me, that 
inſtead of a gentleman, as I at firſt — 
him for, he was no other than a bully 
at a noted brothel in Covent Garden; 
and was known abont town by the 


name of Lumper Hammock. I cannot 
pretend to ſay whether this fellow was 


encouraged — any other perſon to he- 
have to Matilda in the manner he did 


merely to put her ſpirits into a hurry; 


or whether he was inſtigated to it o 
by his own impudence and brutality 
but, whatever it might be, the fituation 


of that poor lady was greatly to be pi- 
tied; the mo « 2 


by little and Rttle 48 
far from him as the bench would give 
her leave; but he ſtill followed, and 


would needs cloſe to her, and per. 
ſecute her wth dübribaldry. 2 : 


ſhe up, and looked round-to fee 
for — * theſ# ſat down again, 


not daring to- leave the ym for fear of 
tokens of the utmoſt agitation of mind. 


mi bim; but all 


At length the blue domino a 3 
on which the ſtarted from ber and 


running to him, cried-# Oh, in clean, | 
only 


d you are come 


C1 am 


replied, in a low voice Aye; aye, let 
by the . 


© us be gone! and, taking 


myſelf with the thoughts pf having ſeen 
Matilda ſafe under the ion of her 


huſband, and was equally ſo that he had 


diſcovered little N the maſ.. 
querade, by his leaving it at a time 
when t 
and more company coming in 
going Out. ; 


But che ſatisfaQtion L enjoyed in both 


theſe points, vaniſhed in a moment, 
Alexis returned; his maſk was now of, 
directly to the place where: 
he had left Matilda; then ftarted back. 
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diverſion was at it's height, 
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nate; be threw his eyes wildly round the 


then ran through every part of it; 
and, without confidering how much he 


expoſed himſelf to the ridicule of that 


iggling afſembly, aſked firſt of one, and 
= — they had ſeen a ſhep- 
herdeſs iu green and ſilver, and if th 
knew what was become of her. This ſtruc 
me with infinite concern, as it made me 
know Matilda had been deceived by the 
keht of the hlue domino; and, in 2 
my unwillingneſs to let him ſee I had 
come to a place where I had refuſed to 
accompany him, was juit — 67 
ap- 
pened, when a- lady, hearing his en- 
quiries, faid “ Sir, the lady I faw 


© with you, in the dreſs you mention, 


5 went away a little while ago with a 
« gentleman in a blue domino, much 
© the ſame as your own.*. On which he 
cried out Oh Heavens! what curſed 
© miſtake is this! | 

In uttering this exclamation, he 
few out of the room like lightning, with- 
out ſtaying to thank the lady for her in- 
telligence . I followed as faſt as I could, 


and found him at the door of the houſe, 


encompaſied with hackney-coachmen, 
chairmen, and link boys; among whom 
he was vainly.endeavouring to get ſome 
account of his loſt ſhepherdeſs. One of 
them, it ſeems, had faid he ſaw a lady, 


in the habit he deſciibed, go into a 


coach with a gentleman, but could tell 
nothing either of the figure of the coach, 


or where it was ordered to drive. : Find- 
ing no information could be gained in 


the place where he was, he withdrew 
ſrom the crowd, as I ſuppoſe to conſider 
what method he ſhould purſue; for he 
continued in a fixed poſture for two or 
three minutes, leaning againſt ſome rails 
before an adjacent houſe. My heart 
bled for him; arid if I had been capable 
of offering him either advice or conſo- 
lation, would not have kept at the diſ- 
tance I did: but the accident that had 
happened was without a remedy; and I 
had often obſerved, that to preach up 


moderation in the firſt guſts of paſſion 


ſerve but to inflame it more. 

I thought there were no meaſures ke 
could take that vs bay yet imagining he 
had ſomething in his head, was deſirous 
of ſeeing what event his cogitations 
would produce: I therefore laid hold of 


the opportunity I now had of ſtepping 
' behi 


the cover of a hackney-coach in 
waiting, and girded on my Belt of Invi- 
Gbility, which 1 always carried in my 


— 


3 3 r N 
"et ä : „ r 
3 „ 2 
f 
1 . 7. £ 


THE INVISIBLE s. oo 


pocket, in caſe any, thing ſhould fall i 
my way to give me occaſion to make 
uſe of it, The influence of my valuable 
gift had but juſt taken effect, by being 
warm upon my body, when Alexis 
rouzed himſelf out of his reverie; and 
walked very faſt up the ſtreet. 1 
pace with him till he came to the houſe 
where helodged. The door being opened 
by his -own footman, who ſat up for 
him“ Is oy wife come home? cried 
he. The fellow anſwered in the nega- 
tive; and ſeeming ſomewhat ſurprized at 
this queſtion, he threw himſelf into the 
parlour, 27 to himſeli How mad 
© a hope did I entertain that ſhe might 
© have found ſome means to eſcape the 
© hands of her raviſher, and been here 
© before me !—No, no, tis impoſſible ! 
© the _— 3 will ſecure his 
© prey. rſed, curſed | maſquerade! 
5 — by the fiends for the de- 
© ſtruon of virtue! Vogt tos 
While he was thus ſpeaking, he tore 
off his domino with agonies not to be 
expreſſed, and ſtamped it under his feet; 
then turning to his ſervant, went on 
thus 155 625 251) EW 44 
Alexis. William, your miſtreſs is run 
away with; ſtolen from me by ſome vil. 
lain in a domino like my own: the. is 
loſt for ever unleſs immediately reco- 
vered. Fly, this minute, to every ta- 
vern and bag nio you can think of; de- 
ſcribe her habit; enquire if ſuch a one, 
with a perſon in a blue domino, en- 
tered there. Be gone this inſtant! while 
I run to a. juſt:ce of peace, and get a 
warrant to ſearch in all ſuſpected 
laces. | 5 
William. What part of the town, 
Sir, do you think it moſt likely I ſhall 
hear of ? A 145 * 
Alexis. Alas! I am as ignorant of 
that as you: but all parts muſt. be 
ſearched. Fly, then, good William 
and, do you hear, aſk every hackney- 
coachmau you meet with if bb ſet any 
ſuch perſons down, and where? Away, 
I fay |—ſtay not to conſider a mo- 
ment may confirm her ruin and my ditho- 
nour ! * £3 
The fellow obeyed without making 
any farther reply; but I perceived, by his 
countenance, was not very well content- 
ed with the errand he was ſent upon: 
Alexis went out of the houſe at the fam? 
time he did, in order to have recourſe to 
a magiſtrate in this exigence, as he ſaid 
he would. I had no inclination to fol- 
low either maſter or man on an expedi- 
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tion which promiſed ſo little ſucceſs; 
therefore made all rhe haſte I could to 
my own apartment, very much fatigued 
in body, yet much more ſo in mind, at 
the unfortunate miſtake poor Matilda 


had fallen into, and which 1 had all the 


reaſon in the world to fear would be at- 
tende ] with the moſt dreadful conſe- 


quences. s 


e H Af. II. 
CONTAINS-THE CONCLUSION OF A 
NARRATIVE, WHICH I AM CER- 
TAIN THERE Is ONE PERSON IN 
THE WORLD WHO CANNOT READ 
wITHOUT BEING FILLED WITH 
THE MOST POIGNANT REMORSE, 
UNLESS HE Is AS DEAD TO ALL 
SENSE OF HUMANITY AS OF HO- 
Nou. | 


Y impatience to know if Matilda 


was yet come home, or if the 


reſearches of Alexis had gained him any 
information concerning her, made me 


reſolve to goto his lodgings in the morn- 
ing; but whether I ſhould make this vi- 


ſit in my Viſible or Inviſible capacity, I 


was for ſome time at a loſs : at lalt, it 
ſeemed moſt eligible to appear in pro- 
pria perſona, as if I came only to alk 
ſome queſtions concerning the malque- 
rade, and how they approved of that di- 
verſion, as it was the firſt time they par- 
took of it; and alſo to take no notice of 


my being apprized of any thing that had 
ha — n 


there, unleſs he related it to 
me himſelf, which I did not much doubt 
of his doing. Accordingly I went; and, 


upon my entering into the dining-room, 


Alexis ran to me, and began the recital 
of his misfortune in this pathetick ex- 
clamation=* Oh, my friend, I am un- 
done and 9 for ever The au- 
© thor, giver, an aker, of all m 

3 hagpiheſs, is, bl ern from me by 
© ſome laſcivious, ſore inhuman villain! 


and him whom yeſterday you beheld 
the moſt bleſt of men, you now ſee 


© the moſt accurſed arid mott' wretched 
© of all created beings 1 
He then proceeded to inform me, as 


well as the diſtraction of his thoughts 


would give him leave, ef the method he 
had taken for the recovery of his loſt 


treaſure; how he had paſſed the whole 
nigh 2nd this e Garch of hav, 


Tur 1hvieiuun er. 
and thit all bi, ende, Hi bse ,, 


not be improbable but I might 


were thy Red or * Green Lamps: 


Ky ; 7 


fruitleſs; e eee 
I then adviſed him to put an adver- 


tiſement. in the ers, deſeribing the 
e. 


ſhape and ſtature 0 
the particulars of her dreſs, and offering 
a handſome reward to any one who 
ſhould 2 information of the place at 
which ſhe alighted out of a hackney- 
coach, in company with a gentleman in, 
a blue domino, between the hours of 
twelve and one. This you may do,“ 
ſaid I, © without mentioning any name, 


except that of the perſon to whom m 


« ſuch intelligence may be brought; 


and it is very likely either the 'cpach- - 
© man who carried her, or ſome one 


© who.might be about the door where 


© the was ſet down, or even the ſer= * 
yants of the houſe, will, far the ſake 


of the gratuity, mow that diſcovery 
* which all your perſonal enquiries might 
© not be able to obtain." VI 1 

I had no ſooner ended, than a ſudden 
dawn of chearfulneſs gleamed upon his 
languid face; and, to ſhew how much 
te approved of the thought, took pen 
and paper, and immediately wrote in 
almoſt 4 terms I had expreſſed its 
ſpecifying, at the ſame time, a coffee- 
houſe where the reward ſhiould be paid, 
on the ' requeſted intelligence being 
brought. Aﬀter this, Nature, who 


will not be denied her rites, whatever, 


vexations may intervene to rob her of 
them, ſpread a certain drowſineſs upon 
his eye-lids, which I perceiving, per- 
ſuaded him to favour; and, on my pro- 
miting to come again the ſame evening, 
he lay down on the bed, and left me 


at liberty to purſue my inclinations. 


As I had now no'engagement upon | 


hands, and had not been at White's for 
a conſiderable time, it was now my full 


deſign to go thither, e might 
ear ſome» 
thing of Matilda; but a8 I had . 
very good reaſons not to appear i that 
place, I ſtepped' into the firſt nook L 
found in my way, and put on my Belt 
of Inviſibility, Tas but juſt equip- 
ped, and paſſing on to my inte 


rout, when I ſaw a chair, with the b 
*curtains cloſe drawn, top: at a few 


paces before me. I ſhou 


no notice of this, if one of efeltows-- 


had not lifted up the top, and told rhe 
perſdn in it that he had forgot winches 
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* have 1 
Bede r than 15 by | eins 2 
he Two Green ; mpy. 
le, the reader will 


| fling it was 
aſily believe I had more curioſity to ſee 
© ſn between her and Alexis 
an zbig elſe I coyld have 10 my 
ad. þ ollowed the chair Fll it. 5 
15 . ie houſe, and on the, gr being 


| in with it. 
hein Mrs. Soberton, Ft As 7001. 
ro of the houſe, ran out 2 
nd. Was beginning to 16 
her return, Ino mingled wich 
onſtrations ugh ſurprize, o fre | her i io 
the 13 ſhe was, which, indeed, 
yas deplorable enough ; her * with, 
— any other 70 0 than a + ren 
hier careleſsly tied over her diſhevelled 
air, her garments 3 her eyes ſwelled 
with tears, every feature diftorted, and 
op he tokens of diſtraction and deſpair 
bout her. She made no anſwer to what 
the good eee; ſaĩd; but, after 
3 ome money to the chairmen, 
ran haflily up into the dining-room, 
where, flingi Bog herſelf on a ſettee, ſhe 
cried out. Where is Alexis! To which 
Mrs. Soberton, who had followed a 


1 mou as myſelt, replied—* Oh, Madam, 


ou cannot imagine wnat trouble both 
e and all of us "have had on your ac- 
count! 

I know not whether that unhappy 
lady would! ave declared to Mrs. So- 
berton any part of what had hefallen her 
or not; for Alexis, who either had not 
fallen aſleep, or was eaſily awaked, heard 
his wife's voice, and came flying out of 
the chamber that inſtant. Mrs. Sober- 
ton, diſcreetly judging that they might 
not chuſe to have a third perſon witneſs 
of their diſcourſe, went directly down 
ſtairs; but the Inviſible remained, and 
his wonderful Tablets received the i im- 
preſſion of the following dialogue be- 
tween them: 

Matilda. Oh, Alexis, why did you 
leave me? 

Alexis. Why did you leave the place 
.where I deſired you to wait for my re- 
turm? 

Matilda. I ſtirred not from it but to 
follow you, as I then thought. | 

Alexis. Confuſion | How could you 
be fo miſtaken? _ 

- Alas, I had no * 


* INVISIBLE SPY. \ 4 


pl lace! all means fo 


with candles in their 
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Who is the villas that 'betrayed ye 
Where were you carried! ; 
Matilda, Alas, the precautions he 
took have left me ignorant of both; and 
all 1 know is, that I am undone! 
Alexis. Niftraion !—Undope denn 
not know by who ! nor 3 e w 
Be r my rev 
up! Vet, perhaps, I 17 he ap 
cover e —Tel me in 
all the partieu ac of the Korf! 
Matilda. ill, thoug h ev 5 
will ſtab 5 to the foul, and 57 anew 
the ſhocks 1 have under gone. 
Alexts, No preparations z be quick, 
and anſwer my demand at once. 
Matilda. Have patience, then ſy 


Ye to 572 


while you look fo terrible I cannot 


Alexis, Von cannor think I would 
hurt you ; ſpeak then, and 1 25 at 
the heart of N w retched buſband ! © 

Matilda. h, which way ſhall I be- 

n ?—how end? 

4. Keep me not on the rack! 

Matilda. Soon as I ſaw the counter- 
feit Alexis approach, I roſe to meet him; 
and on his bidding me . and ſtretch- 
ing forth his hand, I gave him mine, 
glad to find myſelf conducted from that 
mingled crowd, which I had ſeen too 
much of to defire to on cnc et 
with. We went into a coach, whe 
began to tell him how I had been 
fronted by an ugly huge man 1 v4 
Turkiſh þabit ; but he made 1 no ant 
either to that or any other idle prate 1 
entertained him with, till the coach ito 
ped, and he handed me into a * 
entry of which was full of . 
were running backwards and forward 

buſy. I aſked where mY 9 300g 
very buſy. vi al be; 
he til mad no 7 
whiſper to one of 7 15 fest, f 
ſtairs. 

Alexit. *Sdeath ! why did you go? 
Then was your time t to have = t 
for reſcue! | \ N 

Matilda. What, from m iar Na 
I could not as yet know Lo 
other than yourſelf, s © 8, Ade 92 
little W at this baviour ; - but 


err 
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imagined it was owing to ſome little 


whim- you had taken into your head, on 


te laugh at my ſimplicity Be. 
ing warm with having my maſk on ſo 
long, 1 plucked it off as ſoon ac we got 
into the room, but he chipped ĩt on , 


a mum being then juit enteriu g with 4 
bottle and glaſſes in lis hand, which 


having let — on à table, he imme- 


diately withdtew. My conductor then 
bolted the door, and — —— H— 
me. ſaid . No, my angel, I may feaſt 
my eye with all that hea n of beauty} 
15 —— beneath a cloud, attracted 
my admiration; and you hehold the 
ml who from this happy moment de- 
© uotes· hien ſelf entirely ta your charms.” 
With theſe wbrds, ke thok off both mine 
and his own virard. I hriecedf and 
— faineed wirh-the fright; if an 
4 5 * Neu had . eg _ 
' 
Whnt Cid he tend EE 
Matilda. A touſand — q 
ſuch as Thhave read in plays and novels, 
which, I ahſwered only: with 'revilings * 
till perceiving wy juſt-tcorn/had no eff 
upon him; I had recourſe to tears and 
entreaties 3 told him I wWůs a married 
woman, that I had a huſband dearer to 
me than my togl, and by hem I was as 
much beloved, — conjured bim not to 
derain- me. 
Alexi. Did net this lors Min? | 
Matilda; Ob no; not in the leaſt; the 
audacious reteh but laughed at tis re- 
monſtrance, ſaid thar 1 Was a fob, and 
knew not the true ĩnteruſt of y Tex,” _ 
that he would inſtruct me better, and 
il. me happy, ene . ee wy 
wil (3 114 
Alerit. Eaberable * 6d. 
„Matilda. You may ealily''believey 
that he who could ſpeak fuch words; 
would alfa accompany them with actions 
of the fame naume. I refiſted all I could 
the indecent hhertes he took, called 
deaven aud earth to aſſiſtance, bue 


les and made 
me the moſt milerabile of women! 

Alexis. Moſt miſferable;indeed? Aﬀter 
this, I ſuppoſe; be would have ſuffered 


you 1 depart ? 


Matilda, Can you think me vile 
enough to contmue one moment in the 
— of that deteſted monſter When 
wascht liberty to ſeave him ? This, in. 


4, ed. — T hate my - 
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— an — — too 
Alert. Ob; tis to N 
to bear l. Vet dne thing more, Matilday/ . 
deſrribe as near as; _ the features 
and complexion this inbumm ra- 
Nees . [2 D515 aH 
- Matilda; Alas, the herbe Ewid in 
from the firſtmamenc I f¹ν,j,⁶ mn ανf in 
— power of 4 ſtranger, Riders 
— — — . „b. 
can. ſay is t ak eyes, cle 
and ruddy eg 2 4 His oha“ 
viour rendered him otiious tt meg With 


| others,” believe, he df falt der bend. 
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Alaris. Yes, and ee be 3 
2 oe? near us: was he the * 
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© Marilga. Theſis. Herold me eh 

his — upon me from the ſirſt moment < 
— and when he ſaw you left 

Tee eee e 

as he coùld get, might 

alas] Ira was, een that 


habit, 
* Ar well; I may! wur 


Alexis. 
hunt him. 

The eyes * Alexis ſeemed to Kaſh 
fire while 1 theie words : Ufter 
which he ſtood muſing for forte time 
then turning to his wife, who: ill fag 
weeping in the ſame” poſture (he hal 


throw herielf into at eee — 
thus, to her : 
Alexis. Riſe, Mati ier wonsur 
chamber, dh endeavous "Io" e 
youfſelf to reſt: 
Matilda. "What, 72121 'Tis not 
you fix 0 clock. 6 A 


: Geri yo 3 51 41 
Alexis. Do not expect A. I have 


much t6 think upon; and mut be 


there is a fermentation iumy mind which 
muſt have time 10 _— is — 

may be at more eaſe; I night 

ive ue liberty _ 


by as —_—_— - FIR 
* 


— - * bs "A 
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+ dawhar he 


15% 


drew ; but with a look and geſture. fo. 


truly ax mage that if a painter had 
been to dr 


aw the picture of Deſpair, he 
could not have copied from an original 
more ſtriking. 4 1 ELL iN 
He then called for Mrs. Soberton, told 
her his-wife had been very much fright- 
ed, and was indiſpoſed; ſo hegged ſhe 
would aſſiſt her in any thing the might 
ſtunt / in need of. She made no reply, 
but went out of the room, I ſuppoſe, io 
tegueſted of her. I was about 
to follow cher, but ſeeing Alexis put on 
his / wig, Which he had plucked off when 
he went to lie down, thought he was go- 
ing on ſpme-expedition- which it might 
he worth my:taking the pains to explore. 
To this end I ſlipped down ſtairs while 
he was taking up his ſword and hat, got 
out of the houſe before him, diveſted my-: 
{elf of. my Belt, became viſible, and met 


him ſome: few paces diſtant. I told him 


bim; and then intreated I wou 


for the maſquera 


I was returning to his lodgings according 
ta: my promiſe, and affected ſome ſur- 
prize at ſeeing him abroad: he ſeemed 
pleaſed that he had not miſſed me, and 
repeated in a ſew words the ſum of what 
I have been relating; adding, that he 
now flattered himſelt with being able to 
trace out the perſon who had injured him, 
by the deſcription Matilda had ot of 
d be ſo 
good as to accompany him in the ſearch 
he was about to. make; to which requeſt 
I readily conſented. . 
IJ faund his ſcheme was, ta enquire 
among thoſe * who let out dreſſes 
e, if any account could 
be given of a tleman who the night 
before had bired, firſt the habit of a huntſ. 
man, and. afterwards: a blue domino. 
The thing, indeed, ſeemed feaſible 
enough in itſelf, though it did not anſwer 
expettation. We went to ſeveral ſhops 
without receiving the leaſt information 
and all we could learn was, that a gentle- 
man, habited like a huntſman; had come in 
a very great hurry for a blue domino, 


which had not been returned till about _ 


half an 3 —— — — 
je or quality of the perſon who hir 
2 . —— r- knew no · 
thing of. Alexis then demanded, ſome- 
vehat baſtily, who it was had brought it 
back:3 -ſhe ſmiled bath at this interroga- 
tory, zud the manner in which it was 
made; and replied, that ſhe was talking 
to cuſtamers at that time in the ſhop ; 


but if the had been leſs engaged, ſhe 


' ſign, a perſon came to | 


* {dt permain here, and be hut ups be 


* 


THE INVISIBLE SPV; — | 
With this, ſhe took a candle and with- 


ſhould ſearee have taken: any! nettes 

For,“ ſaid ſhe, provided u hoveour,, - 

* godds again, id, are paid for the whe 
lnels:to ex. 


©. of them, it is not our 
mins farthers! !?! d neg 
Here ended the fruitleſs ſearch of 
Alexis. He had no- no ſhadom bf — 
for diſcovering the raviſher, but in the 
advertiſement I had ; perſuaded him to 
get inſerted in the news. papers; and his 
deſpair became ſo outrageous, that it a 
with much difficulty I prevailed. un him 
to go hoe. 1 went with him, fearing, 
if he was left alone in the ſtreet, he might · 
be guilty of ſome extravagancy. It was” 
one of the moſt fine froſty nights I bad 
ever ſeen; and, while we were knock - 
ing at the door, he looked up towels 
the ſky, and, with a voice denoting the. 
extremeſt bitterneſs. of heart, burſt -into: 


this exclamation-—* How many thou». 


« ſand twinkling ſtars are there, yet nat 
one am6ng them all a friend to me, or 
poor undone Matilda?! 
I went home with him, but privately 
gave William - a caution not ta go to 
p, but keep near his maſter, and he 

attentive to all his motions, in order to 
prevent any fatal effect of the preſent. - 
diſtraction of his mind. 1 then went 
home, but with an anxiety for — 4 
worthy, though ill-fated pair, that 

me quit my bed very early nent morn- 
ing, with a reſolution to exert my utmoſt 
endeavours for the mitigation of their 
ſorrows, and, if poſſible, to reconcile 
Alexis to a misfortune; which was with-. 
out a remedy; but, uvnluckily ſor my de- 


k with me 
about ſome buſineſs which detained me 
2 _ o'clock. 4 

n my arrival at the place where I fo - 
much wited to be, I — Alexis juſt 
come in before me. He appeared with a 
countenance much more compoſed than 
the night before, but very penſive and 
melancholy : he preſently acquainted me, 
however, with the occaſion of his having 
been abroad ; it was this He told me 
he had paſſed the whole night in conſi- 
_ w he ſhould a& in relation to 
Matilda; and finding it a thing incon. 


ſiſtent with his honour to ſuffer her to 


he reſolved to ſend her immed 
the country, and-was juſt'ri 
hiring a poſt-chaiſe for that 
The reaſon he gave for his proceeding-in 
1 - 


this manner, was as fi 


remain in town after whathad happepods 
iately intq 
from 


"mw 


n 


* 


IE 


— w 


„ 5 


$8 
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6 3 and who can diſpenſed with, 


0 — — 3 


we thought it very proper — ſhould boch- 


retire int tha country; o hays that [: 
was glad. IL; bed, called that morning, 
— wiſe I mould not have had the op- 

unity of. wiſning them a good jour- 


ee gr ot he haſtily i He By 1 


* 
what ſurprized, & do you ſenda 
0 — and mas e api: 5 da 
way anſwer gave; 
deep 6h teſtimony. of his 4 was 
preſently ſueceeded by theſe words 
< Yes, my friend, he muſt go without 
me: two days ago, nothing was ſo pre - 
© cious-to me as her — I lived, 
indeed, but in her ſight; every glance, 
look ſhe gave me, ſhot wt 4" rnd 
c 18 but now, alas I thaſe happy 
moments are fled, and I can — 
her as no other than the ruinedreli 
« of the woman once ſo dear to mel 
It was in vain, I repreſented to himy 
that as I doubted, not but he was per- 
fectly convinced of the purity of Ma- 
tilda's, mind, he ought not to love her 
leſs for the violence her perſon had ſuſ- 
tained: he owned the juſtneſs of my rea- 


—_ but and not prevail on himſelf to 


be governed by them; and when I urged 
the cruelty ot ſending her o lon 
—— — any companion tu 
viate her ſorrows, he made me this r 
—* She does not adm ay os - 


| * maid, who, ſoon after our arrival in 


town, was, obliged to be removed on 
« account of the ſmall- pox, is now quite 


** e e z but 11 
KEE Gf war 

c Alr. 
Wich theſe words be went qut of the 
room, and I remained where I was. In. 


leſs than balf-a quarter of an hour, lgok- 
ing through the oye 1 Fry diſs. 
 conſqlate. 464 
ſupported o on .* "= and 
che other by her J could — 


ſee her face; but her motions, and the. 
diſtracted air with, which ſhe threw | 
ſelf into the chaiſe, were enough to. con 
vince me of the extreme wrete edneſd. c 
her condition. 41 * 
| is returned. to me in a Ss 
little leſs pity-moving, yet could not in 
heart altogether abſolve him for this | 
part of his behaviour to Mati wa it 25 | 


now, however, a time. to 
balms than ab i Ä to his bebe pes 797 ; 


deſpairing mind ; I 

thing in my, power to pris * 6 2. 

lation to him, but all my endeavours that 

way were unſucceſaful; and ng ba L 

ſtaid with him the greateſt part o 

day, had the mortification to leave Fay 

as [ found him. | 
Oh! had the dark. unknown beheld 

the {ad effects his wild inordinate defires 
oduced, be ſurely. could not have. aa 
ained the ſhock, but mult have reveng 

ed upon himſelf the . he bad 


brought upon two worthy. perſons, 
nod we. to THY Wines 1 he 
ov 


HA k. 1 1 


CONSISTS, OF. sou FARTHER PAR= 
TICULARS RELATIVE TO TH 

PRECEDING. ADVENTURE; WIT 

- TWO LETTERS WROTE BY THAT, 

. UNFORTUNATE LADY, 10 . 
een IN HER EXILB.,, . FA 


Am very much afraid that 3 
will Rand. but little juſtified, in. 
opinion of my fair, readers for his con- 
duct towards Matilda they will doubt. 
leſs ſay, that the love he pretended t 
have or her had taken but » thallow 
root in 8 den * 3 
by a mis ne whi 
e to bring upon herſelf, des 
will, will, perhaps, alſo add, that after ſhe had 
much ſimplicity, ſome think 
hy we, revealed to Rim the ole of 


158 
whill Kia Befallen her, it was not '6nly 
but highly vungenerovs and 


cel in bim ts 2 
at a time when the h d fo'mnch need of 


1.5 ee. „that theſe ac- 
9 Fe the 17 ppearance 
of reaſon on their ſide; muſt take 

1 me, notwithſtand Ang, to aver, 'tliat' 
how much a paradox ſdever it may _ 
15 fame, Love,” when in exceſs, mia 
on wy e than one produce the 

Give ff eAs as hate. Ceftfin'it is, that 
i was chiefly owing to tie too refin- 
ed 5 7 of the pane Alexis Was 
of for Mati Ns: that made'th 
by. wretched 7 the thought 
o 125 J though by fertt, had re- 
_ velled' in her charts, deprived thoſe! 
charms « — all theit reliſh, and fickened' 
ever When we have been talk- 
mg to oy on this head, often have T 
heard aig in the Utmoſt bitterneſs of 
Pear, expreſs hirfſelf in theſe terms 
im adore her mi dz I know it is 
compoſed of fwee neſs, innocence; 
7 7105 truth; but, oh! the blemith ca 
Z upon her perſon. cannot be 'waſhed 
0 7575 ut with the villain's blood ; and 
& Anlels fate allows me the eans 0 
A her and myſelf that Juſtice, can 
hier Joo upon” ber but as the ghoſt 
: bf my, once dear wife l. 

„Ich, that to prevail on him to Ive 
with Vaatilda as a-wife, was utterly im- 
practicable, at leaſt till time had a'little 
mellowed the 1 of his reſentment, 


I forbore any thathead, 
believing, all 25 Aa bots of Maria's 's 
favour , it muſt come 


hould ever ha 
whoſll y of him on, and not by the argu- 


nts of another 

© Tt will be ea 4 the reader to judge 

Ir how little efficacy the perſuaſions of 

Sy friend covld be to move him, when 

thoſe of the tender, the endearing, the ſo 

8570 abu agored ndr af proved in vain ; 
550 fly of which 1 

7 5 oily of which I got an op- 

7 the gr 90 

5 Hoke acc ly on her arriyal at their 


Eointry i _— 


4 wy 51155 An atyxis! 


4 Am a ſufficient prop, that Erie is 

| $ © not fo Pi e would 
preſent i it, fince 1 live to tell you I 1 

0 atrired at ee, Ta; 


— er to deſpair,  * 
dere bara fr ion and conſola- 


r by the man 
. ent to 4 fter her ws 4 - 


THE 1NvierBre' yr | | 


em fetürhed to that one? iitalitene? 
of loft delights, of pute and virtuous ' | 


love.” But, oh! that Herden in fled 
5 2 {ad feverſe ſupplies its — rw and 
* -whereſvever T'turn niy eyes, horrors 
« inſtead of joys riſe te my traded 
6 view! I remember, that when 
turned me from you, your laſt od 
ere Be comfürted, NIstilda. 
Alas! you well know, without Alexis 
© there isi ns comfort for Matilda « your 
_ ©'preſence'i is the only balſim can g 
© the tortufes of my agonizing”! hen! 
©! Tf then; indeed, you'wiſh'he'lety the 
 wretch'I am, let me nbt finger long ns 
12 biniſhment more chvel tha denn 4 
"it that-detefled town; y ta my re- 
lief, and at leaſt oin with me in be- 
r what ispalt aremedyo 7 1! * 
ob! 1 have tod diaclr!eabſe to 
</Feat 250 have withdrawn all 'yograf- 
ſection from me} and m doubly mi- 
©: ſerable”iw a conſeiotiſmeſs of being 
Treydered unworthy td retaim it. Yet; 
65. © Had fekneßs, or any other actident; de- 
ived me of that title beauty nature 
has: beſtowed n me, ard made 15 
. — lame, ' of bind, or Stoked, I 
* flatter myſelf- you would have loved 
© me ſtift; you would" then have, pitied 
and cheriſhed me in boſomij and 
© ſare, the misfortune that has — 
8 me, us as fur removed from My tek 


© 'as any of thoſe I have mentioned. 1 will 


© not, however; äntictpate the doom K 
© ſo much dread; meg vive _ to 
ap rebenſions diſtrdRi 
1 injurious wh — = ou 
© are generous and jf 
© vour to aſſure myielf l prin- 
« ciples, even without the aid of wider 
© neſs,' will not ir you th hute me; 
to throw me off for ever; for my per- 
fon having ſtained 4 violence, t6 
* which Tam perſuaded you are con- 
© viticed iy miüd was —— — 
ee Wie g 

all my woes, participate 
c and that _ — — 1 5 255 
© with words of eonlotati n- than fe: 
© proach. "Ye; if it 'is erdubed chat 
we muſt both be . e 

wrete together; 7 us th ur 
© teafs; and mtercha y be 
© cheh otker's fighe ; It hn ge * 


0 — zun uta 
© conkderate 


0 
. 


a 


r 


"_ no - * 


ee 
— * - * 


c conſiderate paſhon lead mel Does it it 

x become the love, the tenderneſs, the 

c * duty of a wi, to wiſh'you ſhould 
e my ruin? No; finte 1 can 


p no longer ore, re your” happi- 


6 neſs, rather renounce, aban- 
« don me for e " Ye, oh! tis Bard! 
c 7221 wild on the 1. 


c eee * 


p. S. If theſe diſtracting lines have 
4 wer to move you, if any 
© cla of ſoft com paſſion to- 
© 'wards-me ſtill dwell within your 
e ee the "firſt 
= Fix, I beſeech you, m 
ncertain fate. 
live to ſland in — of intreaties 
© to hear from you!! 


When Alexis ſhewed me the aboye, 
he ſeemed all diſſolved in a flood of love 
and tenderneſs; yet I believe the anſwer 
he ſent to it was dictated in terms not 
altogether ſo ſatisfactory to Mail da 

29 reſent diſturbance of her init 
— Here follows the ſecond me- 
lancholy epiſtle of that unfortunate 
lady. 


8 — ever dear, tho unleind Auzxrs, 6 


WIT what anxie have I watched 
99" "on arrival 0 the * how 
counted the tedious minutes as they 
* glided on! how trembled between 
hope and fear on every nd ven at 


© the While in exj | of a 
1 Kue f den ion 25 A lat it carne; 
* but, oh! m not more at eaſe! 


© Wherefore, Alexis, do you keep e 
in e ſuſpence? 1 aſked No 
© im 5 of you, defired you not 
Y wy love me Hill; 7 ed the de- 
* cifion of my kate and," that is 


© not 2 e too much For fiſe : | 


© make, of you to grant! 


© My father, uncles, all my kindred | 
wh and acquaintarice nay, our very Tet- 

* Rind amazed to ſee mie Here | 
« without You; LITE my altered ; 


4 vanes, 


4 looks; a jous love, en- 


. + 1810 be ca 


Oh, that I ſhould reaſon 


. me of the burden of u huted life” But 


l the anſwer - 
can make is, _ the air öf London 
* not *agrefing with m\ _ | 


1 N d back before ſome e 


THF nF ex. 4 


« had in town would to re- 


© torn. Theſe extiiſes * current 
for a time: hüt 2 N | 
< en neon 


* which cannot be the — of . 


© either of our gharacters. Pronounce 


b © my doom; ſuy that you witt'return, 


and Beg with ng i ll 8 

© as before, br ſeruple not d let the 

. r 
ſeparatiou q hat I mνU?Oretire, at 

* ty ſorne Yuck cornet the vvorid, 

mut myſelf "up "from pity aud cod. 


tempt. 1 know this 'ought to hate 
* been'thodghit upon before Jou oblighd 


me to remove ftom Londonj pur Voch 


„ue Were 2 — 


6 che time of 


ng, to od coor 
to operate. We hive 


«© ſince, hov ce, had laſureto reflect on 


© what was proper to be done in dur un- 


« happy circuniſtarices; und F 
* myſelf you wilt not tin 9 
0 25 No hain the firſt to mention it, 
eis! imagi ne not that, when 
c I bee vou to tliis Ferret e, 1 
am do vain as to ſbothe my forld heart 
© With * that fince 'the Arend ful 
© accident you ever cun love me 8d bk- 
© fore; no, I rather expect my ſeuten de 


_ © will be that of an everlaſting banith . 
ment: ape it is al 


* within your breaſt, and the'com 
you have for me alore gelays the en- 


cution. If this' ſhould be che aſe, 


which 
aif have 

wotft 
obe 


throw aſide that ᷑᷑ruel mere 
© conceals if. Grief and 

given me fortitüde to befr 
© of ills; and ſute there” can 


'C half ſo dreadfuf to me ar ſcelng yo 


nd more! Se much the better for my 
« eternal peace, 1l it will the Weder id 


© T'will trouble yö no more thitt to be- 
© new my petition of knowing, in 
next letter, what it is y Have 
0 — decreed for the innocentiy eri- 


ad 775 nn 11 


. r 4. Land 


. 8. 
Qs fellow. "Toll EEE — — 


© Has Juſt how Teng 
v Ages 2 
4 Henke pb ant, "BE 


| nerd efe ion; ' fol EEE 
Dus e 
55 e 
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a; receive a letter from himſelf on 
© the occaſion. O may the calls hap 


A; of friendſhip give weight to thoſe 
II I have mentioned, and influence 
you to return!” . a 


5 Th to be with Alexis at the 
| Lime of his receiving this. He firſt read 
it to himſelf, then communicated it to 


mez and, when he had finiſhed, cried 


out, with an extraordinary emotion 
| Matilda! unh „charming 
© woman! with what enchanting elo- 
« quence does ſhe; plead againſt herſelf! 
ho ſweetly labour to oppoſe what ſhe 


. © moſt wiſhes to obtain! 


As I found the ſtrongeſt reaſon in the 
ments urged in. Matilda's letter, I 


| mult confeſs that I was at a loſs to com- 


hend what he meant by ſpeaking in 
— manner; therefore A 
| ain himſelf, which he immediately 
did, in theſe terms O friend! the 


1 more I diſcover of her merit, the leſs 


© I am able to forge; the violation of 
her honour! TI muſt ceaſe to love her 
«* as I do, muſt bring myſelf to look 
upon her with the tame indifference 
© that moſt huſbands do upon their 
. © wives, before I can ſupport, with 
any tolerable degree of patience, the 
thoughts that another has poſſeſſed 


© her.* Thus did he always talk when- 


ever we were alone; and had Matilda 


known his ſentiments, I believe it would 


be a moot point whether ſhe would not 


rather have choſe a ſeparation than to 


live with him, after he had reduced him- 
- elf to ſuch a ſtate of inſenſibility. 
He now, indeed, began to give great 


indications that he had nothing more at 


: heart than to loſe all remembrance, not 
only of the injury done to Matilda, but 
of herſelf alſo. By very ſwift 

he became the reverſe of what he was 
before his going to that fatal maſque- 
rade. The pleaſures of the bottle, and 


the converſation of the looſer part of wo- 


mankind, divide too much of his time 


| between them; and he ſeeks in riots 


and debaucheries his relief from melan- 
choly. I am told, however, that he is 
at preſent preparing to ſet out for ##**#, 


but what ſatis faction can the virtuous 
Matilda receive from his return, thus 
transformed, thus debaſed in morals 
and behaviour, from the man ſhe had ſo 

loved, and who was once ſo 


dear 
: worthy her eſteem? , "OP 


gratifying the fleeting pleaſure af of a mo- 

ment, has brought this ruin * them, 

_ ought never to be forgiven in this world, 
t * . 


„ 


oY FE 
. : 2 * 
94 3244 1 


© place, I ſuppoſe you will ſhortly Low fad.a reverſe has ff 


made in the condition, of abu lately . 
happy pair! Surely the wretch=for 6 
I muſt call him, be; he ↄf hat degree 
or rank  ſoever—who, for the ſake of 


whatever a ſincere 


/ f on, M0 18 
enpable of it, may entitle him to in the 
next! ; | n 
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THEAUTHOR Havixcroulp SOME- 
THING IN. HIS RAMBLES WHICH - 
HE SUPPOSES MAY BE OF VALUE 
TO THE OWNER, CONDESCENDS 
TO TAKE UPON HIM THE OFFICE 
OF A FOWN-CRIER, BUT WAVES 
THE CEREMONY OF THE GREAT 


0 4g. ON 


APPENING one morning ts 

wake more early than ordinary, I 
e my bed; and the weather being 
ne, and my humour more inclined to ſe- 
riouſneſs than gaiety, I took a little walk 


into Hyde Park, not with the leaſt ex- 


pectation of making any diſcovery of 
other people's affairs, but merely to think 


of my own with more liberty than 1 
could do at home. I met no living 


creature in my way, except ſome birds 
that perched upon the twigs of the leaf- 
leſs trees, and in melodious notes 
chanted forth praiſes to the approachi: 
ſprmg. Theſe rather indulging medi 
tation, I paſſed ſlowly on by the ſide of 
the Serpentine River; where my eyes 
were attracted with the fight of a white 
ſattin pocket lying juſt before me. 1 
ſuppoſe it might have been. from 
ſome lady's fide the night ; for, 
on my taking it up, I found it extremely 
damp with dew. I looked upon this as 
a lawful prize, and that I had a right to 
row it, at leaſt till I could find fome- 
y that had a hetter title; I therefore 


tied it up in my handkerchief, and, af- 


ter having finiſhed my walk, took it 

home with me, where my impatience . 
did not ſuffer me to continue long with- 
out examining it. I ſhall give a faith- 

_ 2 of all the particulars, re- 

erving only one in petto, in order to 

prevent being 8 by any fic- - 
titious claimant. Ke | 


Money being the chief idol of man- 


I 
ee 
of 
On 
n, 
d, 
18 
he 
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d Gogh in ] y d EL Mok | 


it — gold ducats, a leaden - 

ſhilling, a 5 br half. crown, and * 
2 the Duke of Cumberland in e 

— very curious, but by ſome 

dent had been eracked, an the e 

ſion in ſeveral parts 

The next 1 that pre Arr itieif was. 

pocket- book; which 1 


| * 4 to deſcribe, a6 well as — 


any mention of the — 22 
contained, to any perſon in t wor 
but to the lady wrote and 
come to demand them. There was ald 
a chryſtal ſmelling · bottle half full of 
ſal armoniat;' a tortoiſe-ſhel} ſnuff-box 
rimmed with gold, and a naked Venus 
painted on the inſide. 

But the moſt valuable part of this car- 
go, at leaſt according to my opinion, 
was ſome papers 
letters, and other writings, more de- 
ſerving the attentidn of the publick, 
and which I ſhall make no ſeruple to in- 
ſert, as they gradually fell under my 
inſpetion z eſpecially as all of them 
having been ſent under covers, which 
were not in the packet, the name of the 
lady to whom they were directed can 
_ he gueſſed at. 


Ta MADAM, 
Now ſend ou the eutidogur- you 
"I have ſo often requeſted ; — in · 
* treat you will be ſo good as not to det 
© any one ſoul in the world know you 
© had it from him who has the honour 


* to be, with the greateſt reſpeQ, Kc. 


Tube name ſubſeribed to this had been 
torn off, eĩther by deſign ot accident; but 
the paßer which accompanied it was 


perfecr and entire. 1 follows' 4 


faithful Ry: 


A CATALOGUE | or SOME VERY 
SCARCE' AND CURIOUS PIECES, 
IN PROSE AND VERSE: ALL 
WROTE BY $OME OF THE MOST 
EMINENT HANDS, 


"Bs TEE. Artof Pleaſing in Converth.: 
. e Poem. By 


the E of — / | 
2. An Bf on Poner. Wrote ori- 


much eraſed. 


z not Bank bills, but- 


ran Hvinbiee ove. ED th 
e 


Bret by TEE "into Tat. 
as and lettered. ' png 


3. The Yirewes et Cunnins; with a 
Recipe ho- to reg with ſucreſs. 
Erebatum eff. By the Amr 
Gilt back, and lettered.” © |: 

4. Parient Grizet. A Poem in $i 


Cantos. wA the real Com of C_—_—_ 


Pa very plain. 


5. 'The Politician -— A M6 


- In * Parts. By the * 
Of EL onnmmnme tite in b paper. 
6. The Cre - 3 A t-comical 
Parte of Onè Act. By . R. 

7. Cookery Improved, 8 — 
curean Stile. By a Club of Gen 
mei. In ſheets, 

8. The Chafte Maid; or, A New 
— to Amuſe the Town: A Co- 

of Three Acts, each ſofficient for 

a Winter  Nipht's Entertainment. By 
the facetious — Foe, Eq. 

9. Rules to Chuſe 3 Wife; 
the Abſurdity of 3 thoſe ayes 


boards. 

20; SOS Definition. at 
Card Craft, upwards of Forty Years' 
compiling. - By the very learned and 
moſt in 9 — Profeffor Mr. PR 


Stitched in gilt 

11. Prugality. Pf A Poem. In Nine 
Cantos. ' By the CO of — 
Bound in vellum. 


12, A Collection of Jeſts and 
Phraſes, to keep Young People's Heads 
from Ir 28 T0 more jaborious Stu-- 
dies. 1 utor in the Modiſh Sei- 
bound in blue t 
gilt back, andlettered: 

13. Trybefore you Br A Poem 


after the pines f Hodibras, By the | 


E=— of N. In 
14. The Charms ot ovelty. 2 
n Effay. By Miſs C-——. 1 


15. The Pleaſures -of' Matrimony; 
1 | Hag A 
Farce. Stitched, 
and n ee with ith often reading. 

16. A Diſſertation on Flies Eggs. 
22 the Prefident of a learned Society. 
In boards. 

17: Laugh and Lie Down. A Bal- 
lad Opera of Three Acts. By 
P——, Stitched in blue paper. 

18. An Eſſay to prove that True 
Honour is always concomitant witn 

X Go 


7 


. 


gilt back. 


in Three Cantos. 


By L—— 


Bound in plain blue Turkey. 

19. Conjugal Love. A Paſtoral of 
One continued Scene. By the E 
of N=, Printed on a new Elzevir 
letter, and neatly bound, without taw- 
drineſs or affectation. 5 

20. The Patriot. A Secret Hiſ- 
tor Ys By — —— Eſq. Bound 
in clouded calf. Res ; 

21. The Dquble Dealer; or, The 


Weſtminſter * 54 OI A Farce 


of Two Acts. By Sir G Ve, 

Stitched in cap paper. 
22. An Eulogy on * By 
G. — . Bound in calf, and 

23. Love in a Bottle. A Poem, 

— . Stitched in blue paper. 
2 Redivivus; or, ola _ and 
Gallantry Reconciled. A Humorous 
Farce, of One AQ, By the E-—— of 
H——. Stitched. 

25. An Exhortation to Hoſpitality to 
Foreigners, even though it ſhould happen 
to be deſtructive to the Liberties of the 
Natives. By L—— T——, as he de- 
livered it at the Haymarket. Bound in 
the French taſte. Fr 

26. Criticiſms on the Play of Rule a 
Wife and Have a Wife, By L—— 
P——, In boards. 

27. The Fox Weary of Gooſe Hunt- 
ing. A Fable, By the D—— of 
D———. Bound in parchment, 

28, The Lover's Catechiſm, A 
5 Ballad. By the celebrated Miſs 


29. An Infallible Remedy for Cur- 
ing the Scotch Itch without Bleeding. 


By the B. of A——. 


30. The Beauties of Domeſtick Life, 


Illuſtrated with Examples. A Paſtoral 
Fclogue. By the D- of B—. 
Neatly bound. 


31. Love Levels All; or, a Lucky 


Trip ta Bath. An Epic Poem, with- 
out any Epiſodes. By C——— B——. 


Printed on a half worn. out letter, but 


very richly bound. 

32. Inſtructions for a Supplement to 
Arthur Collins's Peerage 1 England. 
L——, Stitched in marble 


paper. | | 

33. Verſes in Praiſe of Breedirg. By 
Mis W —. 

34. True Magnificence. An He. 
roick Poem. By the DP. — of Mo, 
Finely bound. | 


| THE INVISIBLE PF» 


By the E of 1 
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Coach. Ar True 
* iſtory. By Comm, 3 | 
36. Second Thoughts Beſt, A Phi. 
letter Treatiſe, 3 to à Bro- 
ther of the Horn. By Mr. W. 
Bound in ſheeps-ſcin. ee n 
37. The Triumvirate of Converts. 
Bein, a Series of Epiſtles on Moral and 
Religious Subjects, which paſſed be. 
and Mrs, C-——, In boards, 
38. The Eſcape. A Satire. In- 
ſcribed to . D M, by a 
Well-wiſher to her Ladyſhip. 
39. ALetter ſentwith a [FF of Veni. 
ſontothecelebrated Mrs. 5, 
in the Piazza, Covent Garden. By 
— n 
40. A Short Treatiſe concerning 
Publick and Private Charities; proving 
to a Demonſtration, that the former are 
of much more Emolument to the Giver 
than the latter. By K 
2 Curiouſly bound, with a Re. 
er. | 1 
mm The Humiliation, , A Poem, 
Addrefſed to the Inexorables. By 
Lon Gw— So, Stitched. . 
42. A Prophecy that Votes for Mem- 
bers of Parliament will fall to no Price 
at the next Weſtminſter Election. By 


Sir X —. 


* 


| Having folded and replaced this pa- 


| pe in the pocket whence I had taken it, 


proceeded to the otbeer. 


LETTER II. 


6 DEAR. MABANg if dion le: 
a JT muſt be confeſſed you are en- 
* dowed with a courage and reſo- 
© lution yy 6 to what moſt of your 
© ſex can boaſt of; but you mult. give 
* me leave to ſay, at the ſame time, 
© that in theſe affairs we men run much 
© the greateſt hazards: in caſe of adiſcoy 
© yery, our perſons are liable to fall a ſa- 
© crifice to the reſentment of an injured 
© huſband, and our'fortunes ſure te be 
© ruined by way of reparation of his dif- 
y grace; whereas the worſt you bave to 
© fear is a divorce, The laws are fa- 
© vourable to wives; the portion you 
© brought with you is either returned, 
© or an annuity equivalent: and as for 
© the little ſhame you ſuſtain. by ſucha 
procedure, it is well atoned for by 
| | « your 


« your bling free from the Joathſome 
3 
4 full l to ue Ye nations 
« with Him y. | pony Re fred, Ma- 
© continuance of th ng yl pei 
© me . — but I find the — ourſe 
between us begins to be ſuſpected, and 
« you muſt therefore pardon me chat I 
yield to neceſſity, and refrain any far- 
© ther meetings with you, at leaſt for 


© the preſent, I was ay at court, 
< and heard ſome whiſpers, that your 
© jealous! coxcomb would ſoon be ſent 


« abroad: if ſuch a thing ſhould happen, 
©« as I. have ſome pretty good reaſons to 


« believe it will, I ſnall return with dou- - 


© ble tranſport- to your embraces; till 
then, prudence obli me to deny 
© myſelf that happineſs. But at how 
« great a diſtance ſoever I keep my per- 
« (on, I beg you will do me the ju 
to believe my heart is; always with 
you; and that I can-never.ceaſe to be, 
e eee 


2 P. 8. I would not have 70 har- 
- © bour any unjuſt ſuſpicions either 
© of me or your fair friend; for, 
© upon my ſoul! I never had the 
© leaſt deſign upon her in the wa 
© you mean; and yon will find, 
© whenever it is convenient for me 
© torenew my devoirs to you, that 
_ © Tlike no woman better than your- 
« ſelf, Once more I hid you un- 
. © willingly adieu. 
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WO L BETTER III. 


© DEAR CREATURE, 
v OUR Damon, and my Strephon, 
Y as we call them, are both with 

© me. They have found out the moſt 
charming place that ever was forus to 
© ſcamper to, whenever we can delude 
© the eyes of our impertinent gaolers. 
© If you can find any excuſe to get 
© looſe from yours, the rendezvous agreed 
© upon is the banks of the Serpentine 
after ſun-ſet, whence we 


River, 2 | 
© are to follow our leaders where they 


© ſhall pleaſe to conduct us. Lady 


© Fillup has a route to- night; you may 


ou. are going there. 


© tell your tyrant 
© But why Told put pretences into 


permit I am, 6-3 $4 4nks 4M 
© © CORINNA, 


name and rank of 


by 


* own? Fal not to come, however, 
© it be not a thing utterly impoſſible for 


human wit to accompliſh;; but let us 


© know your reſolution by the bearer, 


p. 8. While 1 was writing the 
. © above, Damon, to ſhew either 
d his love or wit, or both, took up 


WT 5 


z 
4 0 6 14 


; ro ur — TREASURE, ; 
(© © (66 ee biss {+ 
« With thoughts of coming joys fill all 


6 your mind: 


* ſmiling pleaſurs wanton. o'er your 
ace, * ö 1 N 
„ And kindling tranſports brighten ev'ry 


e grace. 
«© Esch vein of mine beats bigh with love's 
« alarms; : 7 
< Haſte, then, and lull me gently in your 
% armsl” 1570 


40 I know I am a bad poet, but you 7 


« will find me a better lover, and that 


+ 2 pen, and employed it in the en- 


% your charms are capable of inſpiring . 


% me with more fire than all the ladies 
of Parnaſſus put together. Iam, &c. 


” 


„ Damon,” 


The letter of Phiketes nd Unt r 


Corinna and Damon, being dated on 
the ſame day, diſcovered to me that the 


lady who received them was not 


poop em for the loſs of one lover, 28 
ſhe failed not to comply with the invi- 
tation of Damon, and that ſhe had drop- 
ped her pocket at the rendezvous ap- 
pointed by Corinna i 
I make no queſtion but that the inquiſi- 
tive reader would be glad to kno the 
is ſo much ad- 
mired lady; but as I can do no more, 
at moſt, than gueſs at either, I ſhould 
be loth to impoſe my bare and uncer-, 
tain conj upon the publick, for 
fear of a miſtake, and being guilty of 
the worſt of wrongs, that of preju- 
dicing the character of an innocent per- 
ſon. I wiſh every one would pay as 
much regard as myſelf to what Shake 
ſpeare ſays on _ Occaſions - 
1 2 


© Good 


had another in ſtore; and alſo that 


„ 
” 


* 


WW 
- 


} 


1 


i he that blches 1 my good the 


« Robe 1 that which not enriches him, 
And nnr 4 
Stre- 


|, Could I have 'formed even 

Pan an home tn to Fan wa > 
their 

ies, I doubt not but -— qe 


amon had condu 
would —— — = rs _ 
my en s migkt per ve gain 
— 2 — of . how 
jou of the night- theſe inamoratos 


aſſed together, and in what man- 
dad be been entettaĩned; but no 
nin being made of any thing far- 
5 than Feat Nigel where they were to 
eet, * N.— ty 7 P myſelf 
9 715 m » 
272 reader alſo. | 

I cannet conclude this chapter with- 

'out an obſervation which has conſtantl 
occurred to me whenever any thing fel 
in my way of the kind I have been re- 
ating, which is this. As the wife has 
the honour of her huſband in keeping, it 
ſeems to me a moſt ungenerous and 
. cruel addition to tbe 1 of wronging 
his bed, . when by publick indiſcretions 
ſhe expoſes him to that contempt and ri- 


dicule which the world, though without 


Lage to ca: — be if 
ys ſure to caſt upon t 0 


a ing wife. 

I know very well people are apt to 
ds „that when a woman abandons her- 
elk to vice, ſne preiently becomes utterly 
incapable of paying any regard to her 
own reputation; much Teſs to that of 
her buſband; and that it appears. a 

much greater matter of furprize when 
they ſee women, as it muſt be confeſſed 
many ſuch there are, who, without. be- 
ing criminal in fa&, behave in ſuch a 


manner 2s to draw on themſelves the 


ſrvereſt ceuſures. Though I muſt al- 
low that this too frequently happens, 
yet I cannot agree in opinion with thoſe 
who ſeem to wonder it mould be fo, and 


look upon it as a kind of inconſiſtency in 


wit is 
ion. 


nature I rather imagine that 
more likely. to inſpire cireum 


A woman who knows herſelf —— 2 
rn be rery careful not to 


EE I uren ry. 


patience of controul, are the firſt 


if theſe are humoured ; 


14 pF ae ting ma 
unguarded, . 1 


5 DES: LI 
+ oblervant of 


v. 


TURNS cureyLy UPON: ur n 
JECT or SNUCATION; Au ex. 
TAINS SOME THINGS WHICH THE 

AUTHOR IS APPRESENSIVE Wilt, 
Mor BE VERY anal re 
2 FEMALE FART OS. SPY ene 
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F 


LK or NOR in Pak 5 9h 
whole: lives chief e the 
Krlt bent given to our thilite 

Impreſſins made in our earl pk Sper tak's 


a deep rot within us, grow up with us 


to maturity, become part of ourſelves; 


fo that they may. 15 be 1 aſe - 

cond ft an as. if, ever, 
totally er 8 youll N N to one 
of our Eugliſh poe 1 1 


c Children, I. like 88 ofiers, takes the bow 
s And, as they firſt are N N 


grow.“ 
For this reaſon it is parents, un- 
leſs they are very it tn pare A e ſo 
much yes in the education of their 


children, beſtowing on them every ar- 
compliſhment befitting their rank and 
circumſtances, and oftentimds more 
than will well agree witheither. Yet all 


this will not do; there are ſome previdus 
ſteps to de taken, page” all the 
improvements we can make, from the 


leſſons of the moſt able maſters, will 
never render us worthy the eſteem» of 
others, or truly happy 2 purſelyes, for 
any length of time. Pride, —— im- 
penſities diſcoverable in human Lic | 
indulged in 
2 nings, which is indegd in gur 
— Laney years, they will ſoon _— | 
— Fs ng and too 
afterwards reltrained and GubjeRted ” 
the government of reaſon. by any me- 
thods whatever that. can be taken for 


E ag 


＋ Kale to think what. 3 


4 , by ſome kat "ia | 


rents, to ſuch a manner o 


If I am not miſtaken 


few 
38 

Pelle — e 
Ks 27 5 which I cake It 


ing el the Ps * I 
S 
rom | or Mis 
uo what is c keep them from 
running into thoſe follies and exceſſes 
E excaſcable ſoever in child - 
hood, render chem contamprible in 


- 
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would 5 a e e . 
100, . Tln, 3s 10 the ſecond. ever 
cn knows Frnows the i hearts 
are 2 NO laſt 
imp 


laugh the n The con- 
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=y ſenſible 
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tments will eus 
n lun with r 
5 which 2 here- 


11 i, NH hm, 2 Ne 


of being. 
by by omar ior — Hom! a.girlz be- 
nurſery, | 


he is rom the 
ſchool, or, a ſuperior 
2 275 uperi a 


I have the bonour to 79 
related, by marriage, 2 
her late hufbapd being 2 
Decency obliges me to 
ſometimes: 


wornangz 
meg re of un 


. wb the cuſſo 


fer 
Som 1% which 8. 1 fr bu 


ſhould do 
houſe one day when ao coac 


ISP. JN VISIBLE . 


N — 


1 7 is. oithsr —— out o f 


do; but 3 to pb by be 


air haviour correſpondec 


ts, b 


ly ki 
951 t was! J 44 a charmipg 
creature; you are the woman in 


the world oo having ſuch a dayghter 
I proteſt, among all my n I 

do not know any young lady that 

up to herz there, D ſomething ſo . 


ſo engaging, in 8 <4 oy oe daes. 


ble Ars. Leyter. She itely obli 
ortitude thoſe to your A. Indeed, I hare 2 


of pains with herz for 
1 10 Ange, ſhould ne. 


yer have forg myſelf if I had 
uſed — ae 9 to den hey | 
mind fo as eee a as 


world mu 
* 55 every ne 
deal of Dog. hep 


, and 
| = want a 2 and capacity to = 


canverſation on any fu 


* young lad: 10 kr qoquainted 


I had been upon the wing to take 
r flight almoſt om the moment N25 
Loyter came in; but what was ſaid in 


7 ba to her daughter determined me =: 


ay till Miſs arrived, in grder to bg 


convinced how far her «pn 12 per 
the high c * 
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take in all t 


mere appearances, - 


© in; and indeed 


and princes, and 


x66. 
rafter which had been given of her. At 
length Miſs Loyter appeared, and 1 
etched my eyelids to their full extent, to 
| le charms Thad heard the was 
feſſet of. The girl, indeed, was well 
enough; but I could diſcover nothing 
extraordinary about her, nar did her eyes 
or air give any indications of that _— 
her mother ſeemed to boaſt of; but as 


thought" it unfair to give a verdict on 


judg- 
ent on her underſtanding till I had more 

bſtantial proofs. alc. ah 
The diſcourſe at firſt was only on 
where, ſhe had been, who ſhe had ſeen, 
and how ſuch and ſuch a lady was dreſſed. 
J found Miſs talked very learnedly on 
this ſvbje&, and therefore was not with- 
out hope of hearing ſomething from her 
equally lively on others of more import- 
ance; but none being ſtarted, T was com- 


. to liſten to the ſeveral anĩimadver- 


is made by theſe three ladies on caps, 
flounces, and ſuch like. At laft, Miſs 
happening to ſay that ſhe had met Mrs. 


 O—— in one of the viſits ſhe had been 


making, I preſently catched up the word, 
faid to her—* Then, Madam, I 
doubt not but ſome converſation paſſed 


© which you will do us the favour to re- 


©* peat, as the lady you mention is per- 
1 kectly acquainted with publick affairs, 
0 and indeed reaſons on them very juſtly.* 


| To which ſhe replied—* So they ſay, Sir; 


but ſhe was juſt going out when I came 
was N glad of 
© it, for I hate to hear a dea 


T had a good ſhare in the enfuing part of 
is converſation, I ſhall, to avoid con- 
uhon, repeat my own words as if ſpoke 
by another perſon. h 
Author. Then, Madam, you have no 
reliſh for politicks? 2? 
Miſs. No truly, Sir. What buſineſs 
Have I with the tranſaQtions of kings, 
rliaments ? It makes 
me fick to hear ſo much of wars, and 
treaties, and conventions, and taxes, and 
grievances, and ſuch nonſenſe. | 
" Author. I muſt confeſs, Madam, the 
Affairs of Europe are a little intricate at 
preſent, and may be puzzling to a lady's 
comprehenſion ; but I ſuppoſe you are 
Hot unacquainted with the hiſtories of 
former times. : 
| Miſs. Lord, Sir, what have I to do 
with former times ? | 


Auther. Every one, Madam, has to 


THY fInviSiBLe erw. 


Miß. Not I, truly; but 1 | 
enough of it. They fay there are four 


of ſtuff. 
about things I know nothing of.* As 


WE. "7 88 * 5 - 
8 n 
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were born in. | | country they 
Mes, Loyter: Theſe things are quite 


out of my daughter's way; but for all 


that, I can aſſure you, Sir, the reads z 


great deal. 
Author, It would be a pity, indeed, 
Madam, ſo fine a young pay, ſhould be 
altogether ignorant of books.” I imagine, 
therefore,” that Miſs's genius ſoars to a 
higher pitch, the wonders of thecreation; 
I make no ye but ſhe has read Le 
SpeRaele de la Natur 
- Mrs. Leyter. I believe not, Sir. Have 
you, my dear? Wo <> 
have baard 


* 


volumes of it taken up with nothing but 
a deſcription of trees, birds, beaſts, fiſhes 
ee, Whatdo you think, Madam, 
uthoy. at do nk, Madan 
of Fontenelle's Plurality of Worlds? BZ 
_ O hang it, I was never fodif.. 
appointed in m 2 the 
beginning why I found a rele No: 
lady were taking their walk together by 
moon-light, ſome pretty adventure would 
have enſued; but, good God? the author 
has made them talk of nothing but 
3 and the things that happen in 


pr I fancy, then, Miſs, romances 
and novels are chiefly your tate. 

Miſs. I hate romances, are too 
tedious; as for novels, I like ſome of 
them well enough, particularly Mrs. 
Behn's ; but I know not how it is, the 
authors now-a-days have got ſuch a wa 


of breaking off in the middle of their 


ſtories, that one forgets one half. before 
one comes to the other. 


Autor. Digreſſions, Miſs, Wii the 
contain fine ſentiments and judicious re- 
marks, are certainly the moſt valuable 
parts of that ſort of writing. 
Miſs. I cannot think fo; and I could 
with the authors would keep their ſenti- 
ments and remarks to themſelves, or elſe 
have them printed in a different letter, 


that one might know when to begin and 


when to leave off. | 
Author, IT preſume, Miſs, you are 
fond of poetry? „ 
Miſs. Not very fond; I can't fay I 
ever read much of it.— | 
- thought [ . now On found- 
e genius and capacity of this young 

lady; therefore cenled toured her an 
longer to myſelf, and ſoon e ok 


iy and good 


1 
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 mour; for I aſſure you I have not a fingle | 
inea in the N WE 


tew hours, however, made me begin to 
judge ſomewhat more favourably ot theſe 


| Ea. Though Mrs. Loyter, ſaid I 1 


within myſelf, is miſtaken in believing 


70 ſhe has been able to make her daugh- 


© ter paſs for a wit, her endeavours, not- 
« withſtanding, may have had better ſuc- 
* ceſs in other accompliſhments more 
* eſſential to her happineſs; ſhe may have 


made her a good ceconomult, and per- 


* fetly acquainted with every thing re- 
« quiſite for the well managing a — 

had the more reaſon to imagine that 
this young os trained up in fruga- 

uſewifery, as I had 

, that Mr. Loyter lived to the height 
of his income; that he ſaved no money; 
had ſeveral ſons, the eldeſt of whom, 
after his deceaſe, was to run away with 
the eſtate; ſo that it could not be ex- 
peRed the daughter would have any for- 
tune to entitle her to a huſband at all 
ſuitable to the appearance ſhe made. But, 
as I was always willing to be convinced 
whether my conjectures were right or 
wrong, I reſolved. to make an Inviſible 
Viſit to this family. Juſt as I caine to 
the houſe, Mr, Loyter was going out, 
and the door being opened” for him, I 
ſlipped in, and went up ſtairs. The old 
lady was fitting in the dining-room win- 
dow with her f acles on, very hard at 
work. Breakfaſt was but juſt over, as 
I found by the maid's removing the tea- 


 equipage; and Miſs was gone up to dreſs, 


it ſeems, for ſhe came down preſently af- 
ter in the ſame form I had ſeen her 
at Lady Plyant's: ſhe ran directly to the 
great glaſs, in order to examine how her 
petticoats hung at the bottom; and then 
turned to her mother, and ſeeing what 
ww 223 —_— | 
iſs. „ mamma, have not 
done mending my tippet yet 129 
Mrs. Loyter. Indeed, my dear, it is 
paſt menditig; you have torn the lace in 
twenty places, I believe, with thoſe ugly 
pins in your ſtomacher; I wiſh you would 
take more care of your things. 
My 7. Indeed I can't be a ſlave to my 


8. a : \ 
Mrs. Loyter. I would not have you, 


my dear; but this vexes me, becauſe it is 


the only handſome tippet you have. You 
muſt e en try to coax your father to give 


youa couple of pieces to buy you another, 
the firſt tne you find him in a good hu- | 


gu ld. | | 
MM. Well, tis a ſhameful thi 

has — money enou without akpe 
for, when one has a fancy to any thing. 


But, marama, can nothing be done with 
er. M e 
| s. . It . never make | 
again in the ſhape it is; but [ believe 
ey nw ne IE 
IT | YY 
Mi. Oh, I ſhall like a tucker of is 


vaſtly. Pray, mamma, do it as ſoon ag 


you can. a [REP 
Mrs. Loyter, Where are you goings 
my dear? 2 
Miſs. Tam only going to the neut 
ſtreet to Lady Lovetoys, to alk if Mis 
3 ws nf the Park. | 
14. Lier. not too long 
your father brings — home to- 
day, and we are to have a dinner. 
Mr. Bloſſom, and his ſon juſt come from 
the univerſity, are to be here, ſo I would 


not have you out of the way for the 


world; who can tell what may happen? 
Mig. - Ohy why did nas Thane thay 


ſooner? I would have had on my ne- 
gauze cap; but, tis no matter, I will 


come home time ou to change it. 

With theſe words ſhe ſnatched up her 
little muff, and galloped down ſtairs, 
leaving her poor mother poring over the 
breaches ſhe had undertaken to rectify. 

Methinks I hear how heartily the gay 
and witty part of my readers will laugh 
at the character of Miſs Loyter; they 
will certainly look upon her. as a ſtalk- 
ing, ſtaring, ſtupid, noteleis creature; a 
moving piece of mere matter, uninform- 
ed by any ſoul or ſpirit, wholly incapable 


of deſerving praiſe, and equally inſenſible 


of contempt. Tis true ſhe appears ſo, 
yet may it not be owing ſo much to any 
deficiency of nature in, her, as to the 
miſtaken fondneſs of a mother, who, 
fearing to give her a moment's diſcon- 
tent, 2 to rouze the native ſlug- 


giſnneſs of her faculties by any exerciſe 


or employment. | | 

What therefore can he expected from 
a young perſon bred in a ſupine indolenceg 
accuſtomed to have her will in every 


thing, and ſcarce taught the difference be- 


tween good and evil; but that ſhe ſhould, 
all her life, act as chance, or as her own 
undiſtinguiſhing fancy ſhall direct? 


Bleſs all ober and thiuking men from a 


wife of this calt! 
CHAP. 


1 TRE INVISIBLE sv. 


PR, 


E AL 5 1. HAP. VI. 


TRE AUTHOR EXPECTS WILL MAKE 

, FULL ATONEMENT TO THE 
. LADIES FOR TOO MUCH PLAIN 
DEALING, AS SOME OF THEM MAY, 
, THINK, OY THE PRECEDING 


 CHAPPER, 


FF OMEN and wedlock are the 
Y common neſs of ridicule 
among men who, without one ſpark of 
genius or capacity, imagine themſelves 
wits, and ſet up for ſuch : but, whatever 
either they, or ſome who even have a bet- 
ter way of thinking in other things, pre- 
fend to alledge againſt the ſex, it 18 very 
evident, and muſt be confeſſed, that Na- 
ture has endowed' the minds of many 
women with as great and valuable talents 
as ever ſhe beſtowed on men. 


- Numbers are the examples which 


might be brought from the records, both 


of ancient and modern not to prove 


the truth of this aſſertion; but I ſhall 


content myſelf with mentioning only a 


few, yet enough to make thoſe unworthy 
maligners of a ſex, to whom they know 


in their own hearts they are indebted for 
all the convenience and happineſs of their 


lives, take ſhame to themſelves, and 


fv ignorant, as not to have heard of the 
famed Cornelia of Rome; the mother of 
the Gracchi, and the wife of Brutus ; 
the learned Hypatia of Greece; the 
Boadicea and the Cartiſmuda of ancient 
Britain? But it is needleſs to look back 
mto ſuch diſtant times; the wife of the 


late Peter- the Great of Mulcoyy the 


imperial heroine of Germany; Signora 
Laura of Italy; and the preſent queens 


ot Sweden and the Two Sicilies; are no 


tels publick than ſhining proofs of the 
capacity ot a female mind. And even 
here, there are not wanting ſome, I may 
tay. many ladies, who in private, and al- 
molt obicure lite, are poſſeſſed of qua- 
hfcations/ that might add luſtre to the 


highelt ſtations. In fine, there is no- 


thing moe certain, than that if the wo- 
men, generally ſpeaking, are leſs know - 
ing than the men, it is only becauſe 
they are denied the ſame advantages of 


education, and the miſtaken mother la- 


viſhes her whole cares in embelliſhing 
the pretty perton of her daughter, and 


; gives no attention to the cultivation of 


er underſtanding. 
I am happy in the acquaintance of a 


dluſi for what they have ſaid. Who is 


whom T ſhall 
name of Amaden: f. p | 
very, young to a' geritleman* whom'-ſhy 
tenderly loved, an E n 
leſs beloved; but had the thieftrtune ro 
loſe him at the age of twenty-five, 
was at the ſame time the mother of three 


dayphters, the eldeſt! ſcarce our yes 
old. The land eſtate,” Which was very 
confiderable, deſcended to the nent 


heir of the fomily; and e 


with a jointure of four hun per an- 
num, to the fair widow, and each of her 
children five thouſand pound © ' 

The firſt 1 
hood ſhe lived the life of a rechule; ſudom 
ſtirring out of her own houſt, exrepts 
her devotions, or when the neceſſity of 
her affairs ohliged her. Nor diu the; with 
her — throw this reſerve entirely 
off: though it is'now full thirteen years 
ſince her dꝭar huſbands death, ſhe neither 
viſits nor receives viſits as formerly; but 
confineg her converſation, to thoſe of her 
kindred, or very long and intimate ac- 

uaĩntance; never appears at amy pubiick 

iverſion, and — nab the firſt men · 
tion of propoſals for a ſecond marriage, 
though ſeveral very advantageous one 
have been attempted, _ 1 
All her cares have been turned on the 
—_ of — RY and all her 

eaſures cent mo the im- 
- tfrrotions 


provements they made by the inl 


given to them. She had never ſuffered 
their infancy to be frighted+ with idle 
ſtories of ſpirits and hobgoblins, nor 
amuſed with fairy tales : from their moſt 
early years ſhe awakened reaſon in them; 
and — a 4 oy _ 
ſports ſhe indulged them in, Maud ſome 
be or ns _— p * 
s they grew bigger, ſhe had 
to teach them muſick and dancing,” the 
French and- Italian languages; and as 
much oe the Latin as was 3 to 
make them ſpeak and write Engliſh pro- 
perly : but theſe politer Cote were not 
to take up all their time ; the 


_ of domeltick life ſhe looked 8 00 


neceſſary a qualification not to be welbat- 


tended to; ſome hours muy day were 


ſer apart for needle- wor ʒ a A 
the table was to be furniſhed with any 


thing extraordinary, th a elure to be 
put under the tuition of the: cook, apd 
frequently affiftet} her in thoſe: parte of 
her buſineſs which were the molt deli- 


cate and leaſt laborious; 
- Thus 6 . 
| | | with 


_ 


+ ks 2 * : 
3 4 


ladies takes upon her, in her turn, to 
to the two. the whole time they are 
at work. But, above all other thin 
this diſcreet mother was ſtudiouſly watc 
ful to prevent the pride and little vanities, 
ſo incident to human nature, from tak- 
ing too faſt hold of their young hearts, 
Betimes ſhe taught them, that nothing 
concerning themſelves, except the em- 
belliſhment of their minds, was worthy 
their attention; that all cares relating to 
dreſs or perſon, beyond what cleanlineſs 


and deceney required, were ſuperfluous 
and filly ; and that every minute waſted 
at the toilet would rob them of ſome ad- 


van ;gbt otherwiſe receive. I 
am ul — of my fair readers 
who have been brought up in a different 
manner—which, by the way, I fear are 
much the 22 part ill be apt to cry 
out againſt the conduct of Amadea; they 
will perhaps fay, they wonder the poor 
girls are not mc and that they muſt 
certainly be dull, ſtupid creatures; but 


thoſe who think thus need only have a 
fight of the young ladies to be convinced 
of their mi : nothing can be more 


lively and ſpirituous than. all the three. 
ſiſters; ſmiles of innocence and joy dwell 
for ever on their faces, and denote an in- 
nate chearfulneſs and ſatisfaction, which 
leaſures, ſo is. as 


all thoſe hurrying 
purſued by cw, 3 not the power of 


I made perv Lovißblb Viſits tn ibem 


in their own apartment; and I know very 


few things gapahle of giving me a more 
Nebst rocket try een | 


ſincere deli; 


their hehavidur, at times when, Jhey/ 


thought themſelves entirely free from 
inſpection, and had no odcaſion to put 
raint upon their words ot actions. 


Never did I find them lolling out of a 


window, or conſulting their looks or mo- 
tions in the great glaſs z never heard them 
complaining they were not permitted to- 
be firſt in every new faſhion; never wiſh- 
Mall, or any other pub-.. 


2 . ” 9 
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. lame time, making ſuch remarks 2s oc. 
curred to them on ſome paſſage or other 


2 f X 
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in hiſtory : in fine, I could perceive u. 


threeGraces, who, ac 


that all harmony and ſweet contentment. 

4 truth is, * 22 
u any au zt recepts ihe gives 
are only enf by tw own —.— 


themſelves upon the mind, and have no 


need of any compunction from authori- 


ty : ſo that one may truly ſay— * 


thing but what put me in mind of the 
| cording to one of our 
| poets, are actuated but by one ſoul, and 


2 


y 
x 


+ 
* 


8 


* 


and delivered in ſuch a manner as to fleal 


* 


F 


. 


- « Wiſdom in her appears ſo bright and ge, 


© They * wich pleaſure, and with pride 


Happy the children who have fuch a 


mother; happy | 
dren ſuch as theſe! I am perſuaded, 
many examples of this kind might 

found, if parents would be at the pains 


to purſue the ſame meaſures Amadea did, « 


* 


of virtue and wiſdom, be 


the mother who has chil. 


12 


— 


. 


and inſtil into theiroffspri e 
fore they knew 


what was mann by Vice ang Fol, 


_cnAP. vn. 


CONTAINS 'THE RECITAL OF au 
ADVENTURE, WHICH, PERHAPS, * 
WILL NOT BE FOUND LESS I- 


 TERESTING, 


LAR A NATURE AS SOME OTHERS 
IN THIS WORK MAY HAVE' Ar- 
/ RIERE 


FOR . IT'S BEING 
NOT ALTOGETHER OF 80 SINGU-, , 


1 Was one morning taking my Tovifble | 


progreſſion into thoſe pleaſant fields 


which ie behind Montague Houſe, not 


with the leaſt. view of making any dif, . 
coveries, for I could expect none in that 
retired place, but ( enjoy the be- 


nefit of the freſh air. | 
many minutes, however, before I 


had not walked _ 


the tread of ſome perſons cloſe behind me. 


I ſtepped aſide to let them paſs, and ſaw . 


that one of them was Narciffa, tbe only 


* 
- 


daughter of a gentleman who lived in 


that neighbourhood. The perſon bo 


accompanied her was ber nid, as I ſoon 
after found by the following dialogue 


% 


een them — n 
1 Nag a. Indeed, Betty, I think C 
15 2 little love 16 let us 
i a _ Betty, 


4 \ -4$ 
, * 


7 
1 


— 


— —— —ů— — 
1 N 8 


— — we * * 
SE) bn 
* "= —- 
= 7 =_ — 


= 


1 
, how pms — 
{der tlemen in his are ne 
deen neben ime” ors mop 
— — 


rpiment, and — dur, ings peri is — 


detains him, it cannot he for —_— af 
fetion ; I ant ſo certain of that, I would 


i nam life u n if, 4 
ee. You wes very confident, 
Betty, tv offer ſuch ere) for © man 


A your 


- Betty. If I had never feen him but } be 
once, Madam, I have ſeen enough 15 x your v ven | 
make me know that he loves you to di — How « FG talen ? 
tration. Foor gentlemanf if he ſhould | ou I tabk notding but — Ma- 
not ſucceed in his addreſſes, I am ſure But here comes one whio 
e reaſon to curſe me. 5 be able whe it more 


**45 a**” 


4. Curie thee, Bet ch The Ar ha 
cu ? ri 3, 7 — — for, now 22 
qr fon might r neyer have ſeen you he was à tall, ell Bu man, aud tiad a 
if ĩt hay not been for me. Don't you re- foldierly &; but yet I 
N Madam, how I teazed you to diſcovered | thin Nor voy 


He was e reading when we came in; tomed to wenr the rich cloaths dow 
: ſhall never for t how he tlirew had on; there wanted that 8 e 
1 1 the pamphlet he had in his hand, in his air, which denotes the 
| Are 


and ſtared at you, and how he ſighed. gentleman z and E p 
Poor ſoul! he loſt his from that very — _ mind, either for an 
moment. Then how he followed us into om ſome tv CE 
- We $i and bow be ane when — 7 * above his 
ea 


our leave to join ed Nareiffa with a low bow 
@. Piſh! that might be all af- taking hold of one 0 7 
1 va kiffing it with the 3 5 — 
No, Madam, no ſuch matter; dreſſed her in theſe terms 
Wi. — may deteiye one, but the eyes Capt. How — hav 
cannot. And then, when you were my vine in being kept NT 
to give him a ear. 
. the _ by*Roſamoni's Pond, how 
enderly he expreſſed himſelf i For wy kde 1 
my heart melted at every word 2 Cruel ſuppo an! Rene 


ſo fat wrong me, as wu ine N — 

1. — 5 can talk moving N whole world has anyt LY. itT _ 

phar's $ certain; b hel ring Fought yot pat 5 5 tition with t 

7 be too haſty ing credit t "7 
1 to lo Nite of or * wht eltdat be be - 


veu 

55 „ Madam, 1 think you 
S as much of him as you can do 
without being married to him. Did not 
he tell you bis name was Pike, arid that 
he was a captain bf, Colonel ##$#6097, | 

ment? to his deſigus, you can- 
wat dou of their being k table, ar 


you would permit him to vifit 


oy , 100, 79d your father's leave to rake 


"addrefl - = 
. *Narcifa.” Ah, Betty, T with foch a 
* thing could be, for he is a prodigious 


* 


— 
— 8i this footidh waned 
— may live = 


if 1 
ſingle! Heaven fordid 
3 del 
ſuperior charmsy but to bleſs ſom man 
who, by dis dbundant love, t make 
8 O that I'were the 


—— would he en. 
dure to fer md ddd on green 


the army. 
* And have habs you, tho, that im: 
platdble-averſion' to x faſh and eroſlet? 


fs: Þ will not to ſuy 1 i ad 
have ; I-chink the army our only ſecu F 6 | aa | 
in time of war, * his miſtreſs had commanded, ant 
of our country in times of peace. on to another part of the' Held; while the 
t. . if I could flatter my- advanced to meet the lady ſhe had meg. 
- in my perſon more tioned, Hut Betty, who wav heurrily ver- 
W Ti y fonRtion), ed at this accident, could ngt forbelir 
7 fiend have nothing left to fear. ; erying g out as they went Ang 1 
Fes, i , what ſhould bring Marlis hefe !* 


Capt. Let Yo keep his dirty traſhy 
1 deſpiſe money; che commi I enjoy 
— reſent will 

I have money in the Bank ready to 

— the firſt vacant command of a 
reginent: 
Naveife. ; "Can I would 
give myſelf to a 
Ar to tel} me that he loves me? 
Capt. My whole life ſhall be but one 

continued Teene. of courtſhip be aſſured 
I hall. — lefs,, but ha» — 
more your b your 
O, tien be juſt to — 3 ge- 
nerouſly put an end to tay deſpair. _ 

Narciſa. Bleſs me; what would the 
world ſay of ſuch a thing 

Capt, The wile, — 
forms. Do not kings and princes * 
thoſe they never faw before ? Beſides, the 
late proceedings of the legiſlature lay 
you under .a_neceffity> of wy” w a 
ſpeedy reſolution, 
RE” | 


9 
* 
* 


andi et do wine: . 
whom I would not with mould fuffrite 


ſome youn 


us above contempt, = 


. 


deſpiſe'all I | 


I 2 
all know wy Gnut reſolu tion, "Where 
can I ſend 0 yu? ä 
Capt. 1 — aff” ene with 
officers ' afteFnooly” kt 
Will's Coffee-Houſe, Whitehall; affd 
ſhall there wait my Hoon wid he yu 


= ED 


In) Es 
— Nee little 
s, was little 

ee 7. the neat har BRAG cla 


— 4⸗1¹ am amy bot 7 ave 
been at your houſe, und was' told 
were here, ſo tame in — 
to hinder you from' jn bulging wick 
choly; but 1 find 1 might have 
myſelf that trouble, Pra 
pretty fellow that ſeſt yi 
Nartifa. I know 1 


"e ſhared. 
i 


. 


way tb Great Ruſſel Street. 
1 who Krone to 

$ heart, ves no rom Great 
Koki Street. — you cannot 


SF 


67 


5 


him here by a 


{372 


the diſtance I was, that he did re 


from you with the ait of a man who had 

no other buſineſs than to aſk ſuch an 
"tl you th queſtion. ; Beſides, I muſt 
| ou that you are 2 ill diſſem- 
| bluſhes declare that he is a 
— know well enough that you met 


me into the w * of the ſecret. 
Nareiſſa ſtill perfiſted in her firſt aſ- 
ſertions z but the other. ſeemed not to 
give credit on that ſcore, and aſſuming 
- more ſeious air, ſpoke. thus— 
Marilla. I perceive, my dear Nar- 
eiſſa, I am not N worthy of your 
confidence, though I am very certain 
you have not a friend in the world who 


| hee your happineſs' with more fince- good 


xity than I do. 


Narcifſa. 1 believe i it, my thor and 
am much obliged to you; but you would 
- not have me | lyes to ſhew my grati- 


tude? 
*Marilla, Well, well, I ſhall urge you 
no farther ; and ſhould not have been fo 
.Impertinent to take any notice of what I 
ſaw, hut for the tranſport it gave me to 


Imagine might now have an oppor- 
tunity of delivering 5 (> wag from the 
danger of being forced into a marriage 


with a man whom I have heard you de- 
clare ſo great an averſion for. 
1 222 And ſuppoſe the ching 
were really as you have taken it into 
ur hood » to fancy, would you have me 
oblige my father by marrying with- 
out his conſent? - 
.  Marillg,, Yes, when he will give 
his content to nobody but one with 
whom you mult he miſerable; for, be- 


ſides the diſlike you have to the perſon 


of Oakly, his temper 3s ſuch as would 
break a woman's heart in two months. 
You know I am very intimate with his 
ſiſter. and cannot avoid ſeeing oddities 
in his behaviour as have made me trem- 
ble for you a thouſand times. * 
Narcifſa.' I cannot think my father 
will ever go about to compe] my incli- 
pations, 
- Oakly 3 is of le; opi- 
2 e I can tell yon, he makes no 
cruple to fay, 
him, you wi | marry nobody: fore, 
without diving into the ſecrets of youp 
heart, let me adviſe you, my dear crea- 
ture, not io loſe the ſhort time allowed 
you, but if you have any offer leis diſa- 
prev. to Jon than , Oe it ut 


Trp. Ie 8. 


pointment. Pr'ythee, let 


that it you do not marry pro 


N 
N 
FLY 


r 
once; — henee je will be ent of 
your power 
that ig — bavin — a wo- 
man without a fortune? _ 
Marilla. If I were a man, 1 hould 
tell you' that your "perſon wn was-n- ſuffi. 
cient fortune, and I ou not doubt b 
that 2 are a great many who: Won 
think 2 But you have bes ente 
un you b r gran 4 
independent of 3 and 1 dare 
Y, if you were once married, and the 
thing paſt recal, he would forgive it. 
der, you are his only danghter, 
and both your brothers are provided for; 
the one by an eſtate, and the other by a 
— in the chureh. 
What anſwer Nareiſſa would have made 
I know not: it began to rain very faſt, ſo 
that the ladies were obliged tamend their 
pace, and make all the haſte they could 
out of the field. Marilla took the firſt - 
chair ſhe met with, ſaying it would be 
dinner · time before ſhe ſhould. be able to 
— dreſſed. : Narcifla and her maid ran 
ome through the ſhower, and 1 fol- 
lowed; not only to take ſhelter, butalſo 
to hear the ult of the. youn lady's 
determination on what had 
tween her and Captain Pike. As ſoon 
as they had plucked off their wet hats 
and capuchins, and Narcifla had a lit. 
tle re-ſettled herſelf, ſhe ſaid to her 
maid=— _ 
Narciſa. Well, Betty, this has been 
15 5 wen 
etty. it wi 2 
one, Madam. But I am glad you 
not tell Marilla any thing of the mat- 


ter. 


NVarciſa. She was ſo reſſing, that - 
had wa mind; but a I ng, hr 
how great ſhe is with Oakly's ſiſter, 'I 
thought it was better to keep her in ig 
norance. 

Betty. Much better, indeed, Ma- 
dam. But, pray, what do e e | 
to do about the captain? 

Narciſa. Why, I muſt cen have 
him, I tnink.- * 

"Betty. You made him a kind of 

romiſe to ſend to him. 

” Narciſa. I did fo, and will keep it. 

I will write to him this moment, before 
comes in to prevent me. 

W Ven are in the rigbt, Ma- 
dam: thery. is * * the time 


eſent. 
Fr Roh 10 


"0 TO CAPTAIN PIKE. 
«4 910, 


* Should be guilty of an infultice 
FED Do it 
c ity. Ted, inn, all tat Br 


© and the world, for taking a 
© cited by gratitude, and approved of by 


© my reaſon. - — 9! 
* morrow morni eight precuely 
© in — King St S 2 
| RR tm 

© under you — — 
c « dufled by you to whatever 8 you 


6 _ which mul make — 
yours. 
ey” © NARCIS5A." 


Having ſealed this billet, ſhe gave it 
to her maid, with a ſtriẽt charge to ſend 
it by a truſty meſſenger. On which the 

replied Yes, Madam, you _ 


C * de d on the ſafe conveyance 
© will be the bearerof itm elf.” 
2 chat between the 


miſtreſs and maid was too inf cant 
to be repea 
hear much of it, 22 already 
all that was neceſſary for the preſent: ſo 
ſhut up my Tablets, and retired on the 
firſt ity T found for my leaving 
the houſe. i 

As it was plain to me, however, that 

y was ly intereſted in the con- 

ceſſion Narei bed made to the 1 
tain, and I had alſo ſome ſuſpicion that 
he was not in — perſon he pre- 


Tus moni err. 


Dee 


ted; nor, indeed, did I ſtay to 


of Nareiſſas as ſbom 2s 
e 


12e 
be, foſter; are you come 
8 eee 


was the er 


Betty. the beſt you can e- 
pea. * 8 is not 
per to talk. For 
* 72.9 venture 0 
place as this 


Capt. This ie brave, indeed* | 
— ſure, —— — 


0 
. 
"I 
— 
22 
8 

wh 


22 
of 
2 
1 
12 
8 
1 


| 
T, 
Þ$ 
7 


1 
lh 


E 


dear 
with res hr 


7 by 
eh 
AH. 
I ; 
8 
5 


= provided at ſome. tavern; or other. 

thing muſt be done with a = 

— = ſhe may ſuſpe& nothi af- 
conſummated, 


2 have 
her! 


tended to be, I reſolved to go in the | if yo 

evening to the coffee-houſe, and be wit- not help me out. A EL 

neſs of his behaviour on receiving the Betty, Nothing would 1d go o right, if if 

letter Betty was to bring. Accordingly it were not for me: _ OY 

E went, and found him there; not, as he for baving ſuch a filter; you might have 

ſaid, in company with — 6 officers, heen a foot-ſoldier elſe as long as — 
Ir 2 1 — there is no time 00 x 1 

with his bat mu . ve r 04 | 
few minutes ah I came in, a waiter believe that Sn Ne 0 i 
called aloud to know if one Captain thing. 8 \ 

Pike was there; on which he ſtarted up, a ging, n } 
and anſwering to the name, was told a You may be 0 hall x not = 
gentlewoman at the door to fail. But harkye, 72 take care ſhe | 7 


with him. He went haſtily out, and - 


purſued his * 5 it 


+»... 


brings the all Ber r. two thouſand 
2 AGE Ja 


_ 


An n 


11 Ihe malt lerve n. I could 
1 rw ar ob ae han,  F'H x ye rious to Ban s the = Fan 


With theſe words they ant concerned would behave this vica - 

Jent home, heartily gf that I had 00 
| made this diſcovery, and termined" w 
\ _ fave Narciſſa, if poſſible, from the mi- i 
Sortune: the wak fb near falling. into: to 
which end I fat down to my Acrietire, 


and immediately wrote to her father in | 8 
b e r pos | faved his beloved" daughter front 75 
„ 6 doing herſelf. A — 
» ** 1 alt be at” the doby, reteĩ vin 
4 re » ., 2 5 | from a fellow e had 


toilette being der out) I juch 
chamber of Nurwiffu. ] 
2 rized to find every wy 0g 5 


2 hee I —— 
confuſion, and on th ſtairs to.. 
conſider what! wi * Be the” 


when, on # ſudden, 1 Heard u ring 
? [wocencts om the — wt ofa full bell, and prefettly A 
rer foorman” . 1 
1 „ her waiting-maid, is loved him where he went, which — 
s alder to the _— und has been the inte the chamber of Nardflk'y' 
2 — _ — — — eva nd wa VAC ke wa now-cilfe 
f 4 thing is prepa or hs: was 
a ppc — — — +4 Jets e 5 — 
ur I hope this inte 4 letter e a 
— 1 you time ensugh. to pre- Wen, and fön whom, It cum“ 1 
— c— ed —* . 
i, your u * 9 t By d portery B 
6 enn. c — home ſo tes wok not iſs 


| Hivhing ſent this away) 3 difs 1 was afforfiſhe# om fing 

| chorged what my: honor and conſcienee was no 'other" than the letter 

repreſented as a duty, I flattered myfelf him; but more troubled that, — 4 
with the enpectation of ſee ing, the next delw ry of it 

day, treachery and deceit rective the eiſſa had ſallen ind the trap'la — 

V N they juſtly weritad. | But if I, a ſtranger, de 6 muell 

affected; what agony mufr rend the ten- 

2 father's heart! Sate hu tit p 


Har. vu. 0 e 
11 * : ched our; caſting; at the ſume 
cdrar be 4 - Sent a a look fut of detpair ane rag 


tHe nter PRODBCED BY" THE _ nis ſer van ; 

- W/FenTIONS''OF THE IN-" Fuer. Al Med wretebt- her wf 
Pers sr, with 20MDOTHER ohief, what ruih, havelty neglect brought 
1 PARTICULARS. « open me and my family Yow- ens. 

Fgeined Ins ſt reg; 1 foppolex 
"HOUGH. 1 had not the leaſÞ but had F been f6y Here 7 4 
yoo to-doubt but that the informa- 1, 3 3 have hrougiit me td my 
. Wl the fu L ade — 8 
ucceſs 1-withec, yet tex's chamber; ee1 
TT ME iP; . Footman. - 


__ . . _ OR EE IE Tn 

* Py LE » 2 — 3 * * * 

* 7 - KS R 2 2 * 1 
* 2 


— 4 4 55 


* / 
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- Footman, Sir, 21 
this morning with Mrs. Bety, and is 
intelligenge this brings. is ton true, I 
find. Run 4 Mr. and my cou- 
ſin Johnſon's; bid them come this in- 
ſtant. Fly Hand, do you hear, bring 
2 coach with you. If I can recover her 
before conſummation, her ruin may be 
yet prevented. 

The fellow went on his errand; and 
the old gentleman in the mean time 
ſtamping, biting his lips, and ſhewing 
all the marks of an inward diſtraction, 
made an end of putting on his cloaths, 
in order to go in ſearch of his loſt daugh- 
ter, when the gentlemen he had ſent for 
ſhould arrive: but I ſtaid not to hear 
what method would be purſued for that 
purpoſe, as thinking it of no moment, 
and that it would _ A return 
again in the evening, when I'might pro- 
bably hear what ſucceſs had attended 
their endeavours. The time I choſe 
for going was as late at night as I 
thought I might get an opportunity of 
entering, yet the diſconſolate father was 
but juſt come home: his two friends 
were with him; they ſaid all they could 
to alleviate his ſorrows, but it availed 
no more than hing to the winds. 
They had found out, it | ſeems, where 
the marriage was performed; after which, 
they went to all the taverns, coffee - 
houſes, and other publick . which 
they heard were frequented by officers, 
to enquire concerning one who called 
himſelf Captain Pike, but could not re- 
ceive the leaſt information of any one 
who bore that name; and all the conſo- 
lation the old gentleman had for the 
pains he had taken was, the cruel cer- 
tainty that his dear daughter was inevi- 
tably undone. | 

Though I faw very little probability 
of my being able to learn any thing 
more at this houſe than I had already 
done, yet I could not forbear calling 
conſtantly there every day; and at laſt, 
by this dint of continved application, I 
became acquainted with the whole me- 
lancholy ſecret of Narciffa's fate almoſt 
s ſoon as the family knew 3 — 


The pn captain 
＋ . * he 


to ireftion 
nn $ ry: ceremony 
very handſoms REED 
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it did, if the had not 
on her father, to implore his forgiveneſs 


3 4 A 4 
1 3 * 
; 


rofuty, made him 8 2 ; 
thouſand 'pounds, which 
3 | 55 
er contentment might, perhaps, 
have laſted ſome little 2 longer than 
propoſed waiti 


and bleſſing; on which the impoſtor, 
having now got his ends, thinking it 
needleſs to continue the deception any 
longer, confeſſed that he was no more 
than a private man in the army; but 
told her that he was now treating with 
his captain for his diſch 
purchaſe a commiſſion with ſome part of 


the money ſhe had given him; and added, 


— theſe — 4 — were accom - 
, it-wiguld be altogether improper 
to a before her father. 

arciſſa fell into the utmoſt diſtrac- 
tion on this eclairciſſement, vowed not 


to live with a wretch, who had put ſo 


baſe a trick upon her, but would go 


home to her father, who ſhe doubted 


not would find means to puniſh ſuch a 
flagrant piece of villainy, He only 
laughed at her hes, and ſaid, that 
as ſhe was his wife, ſhe had it not in her 
choice to leave him. Betty, alſo, now 
* off — character of 8 and 
aſſuming the authority of a ſiſter, 
tended — rebuke ber ile prating, wi 
inſolently termed it. 

She found anopportunity, however, of 
moking her eſcape, and fled for refuge 
to the houſe of a near relation; who, on 
hearing her ſtory, undertook to inter- 
cede with her father; which he did fo 
ſucceſsfully, that the old gentleman for- 
gave, and took her again into favour. 
All poſſible meaſures were taken to ſet 
afide the marriage, and compel the im- 
poſtor io refund the money Narciſſa had 
ſo un warily beſtowed upon him; but as he 
knew the law was too much on his fide, 
having not married her in a falſe name, 
though under a falſe character, he ear - 
ried things with a very high hand; would 
ker nothing, not eden the jewels 

bad left behind; hut eves threatened 
to commence a 


„ and would 


* r N 
* 7 Wo 
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Nareĩſſa retired into the country, where know, chat Narilla is ſince married te 
Ibear ſhe reſolves to waſte the whole re- Mr. Oakly; with whom, a8 Lam em- 


mainder of 2 dibl yinformed, he was long 


contrition for her ungo- in love and on that motive uſed the ut 
verned conduct. moſt — 
Ira not forget to. let my readers 2 * 


'END or THE SIXTH Bo. 
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CHAP. 1. 


_ THE AUTHOR FLATTERS HIMSELF 


WILL BE NO UNACCEPTABLE 
| PRESENT TO ALL THOSE OF THE 
FAIR SEX, WHO ARE EITHER 
TRULY INNOCENT, oa WOULD 


PRESERVE THE REPUTATION OF 


BEING 30. 


* 
HEN a young woman, 


too great freedom of con- 

— with one of a looſe 

| and wanton behaviour, ſhe 
cannot wonder that thoſe who are wit- 
neſſes of their intimacy ſhould ſuſpect her 
guilty of the ſame inclinations; and that, 
though perfe&ly innocent of the faults of 
her companion, is made an equal partaker 
of her ſhame. Women, ho are either born 


* þ of what rank or degree ſo- 
W 5 ever, indulges herſelf in a 
| EY 
WW 


to, or reduced by accidents, to low and 


indigentcircumſtances, excuſe themſelves 


by kying, that the neceſſity of their af- 


fairs compels them to an acquaint- 


ance with perſons 24 find it their 


intereſt to oblige. But if this be an in- 
ſufficient prete 


as certainly it is, ſince 
there is po intereſt which ought to be put 
in competition with ion, what can 


he alledged in 


INVISIBLE SPY. 


tune and quality, who have it ing 
to chuſe their company, Mc 


cannot be ſuppoſed would converſe with 


any whoſe manners they did not ap- 


ve ? 
In fine, there is no one error in con- 


duct, which, according to my opinion, 


the ſex in general ſhould be more 


their guard againſt than this; for though 


ſome, dazzled with the pomp of ſhew and 
equipage, may be to ima- 
ne, that to appear in publick, or to be 


nown to have an intimacy with a Wo- 


man of a polluted fame, provided the 


be a perſon of condition, will bring no 


blemiſh on their own characters, nor be 


of any prejudice to their morals; yet that 
ſuch an intimagy is extremely da 8 
7 mr 


to both, may be very eaſily demon 
As to character. If the world ſhould 


de more ſilent than it ever was, or ever 


will be on ſuch occaſions, it cannot be 
ex - __ 8 who has thrown 
0 regard for her own honour, ſhould 
have any for that uf the perſons ſhe con- 
verſes with, or would even wiſh they 
ſhould be thought fled of a virme 
the is entirely deſtitute of herſelf. - Noz 


on the contrary, ſhe will rather have re- 


courſe to all the wicked artifices ſhe may 


be miſtreſs of, to caſt a ſhade over that 


which would render her own 


# 
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is not the v | danger to which an in- - 


nocent pe: fon is expoſed by keeping 
company with a bad woman. We are 
told, from an unqueſtionable authority, 
that it is hard to touch pitch without 
being defiled; and certainly there is no- 
thing more evident, than that vice na- 
turally loſes great part of it's horrors by 
becoming familiar to the ſight. The 
cChaſte heart, which ſhudders at the bare 
repetition of indecent actions, by accuſ- 
toming itſelf to be a witneſs of them, 
eeaſes firſt to wonder, and by degrees to 
deteſt them; and though I will not be fo 
uncharitablę as to ſay, that the ming is 
always corrupted by ſuch a communi- 
cation, yet I will venture to affirm, that 
the manners will be ſo. 8 
- I know very well, that the timid mo. 
deſty I would recommend, as the ſureſt 
guardian of a virgin's honour, has for 
many years be:n exploded; and that 
ſince ſome foreign cuitoms have unhap- 
pily been introduced among us, to be 
capable of bluſhing is looked upon, by 
thoſe who paſs for models of politeneſs, 
as indication of the want both of wit 
and good - breeding. This audacity of 
behaviour being ſo much the mode, it is 
not a little difficult to diſtinguiſh between 
thoſe who really purſue the dictates of a 
licentious inclination, and thoſe who put 
on a ſhew of it, merely to comply with 
the example of others; and a perſon who 
judges of a woman by what he ſes of 
her in publick, runs a very great riſque 
of being miſtaken. Qften has my opi- 
nion been led aſtray in this point, even 
in regard of ladies with whom I was 
molt intimately AT and ſaw 
every day; nor did I ever dare to give 
a character of any one of them, till my 
Belt of Inviſibility affarded me an op- 
portunity of pryiug into the ſecrets of the 
alcove. 
Coriſca and Emilia are two cele- 
brated beauties. They are almoſt 
equally followed and admired by the 
men, but neither of them were ever jea- 
lous or envious of the praiſes given to 
the other; and there was once ſo exceſ- 
five a fondneſs between them, that they 
were ſcarce ever ſeen aſunder. Coriſca 
has heen married ſome years; Emilia 


has nat yet been prevailed upon to part 


with her liberty: but though there is 
this difference in their circumſtances, 
there has been too much ap ance upon 
exact ſimilitude in their humours and 
conſtitugjons : I ſay in appearance, for 
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I have ſince diſcovered: that light and 

darkneſs are not, in fact, more widely 

diſtant, 7 1 5 | 
. Coriſca, long before ſhe became a 


wife, was looked upon as what ey cal 


a female rake. Some there were, how. 
ever, who imputed what ſhe did only to 
the too great vivacity of her humour, 
and would not believe her guilty of any 
real crime; but far the greater number 
were of a quite different opinion: and, 
indeed, the little regard ſhe takes of her 
family ſince her marriage, the publick 
contempt with which ſhe treats her huſ- 
band, and the frequent quarrels ſhe has 
with him in private, but too much juſtify 
the worſt character that can be given 
either of her c:conomy or her chaſtity. 
Yer, notwithſtanding all this, there is a 
certain ſomething in her air, her wit, and 
manner of behaviour, ſo engaging to 
both ſexes, that ſhe has always been, 
and ſtill continues to be, conſtantly vi- 
ſited by perſons not only of the beſt for- 
tunes, but of the beſt reputations; who 
chuſe rather to ſeem blind to her faults, 
than deny themſelves the pleaſure of her 
conveiſation, It is, beyond-all diſpute, 
a very great pitv, that a woman ſa plen - 
wo ; endowed by nature with ever 
qualification to ſhew virtue in it's mo 
amiable colours, ſhould, through a 
ſtrange depiavity of principles and in- 
clinaiion, make uſe of all the fine talents 
ſhe is miſtreſs of only tg varniſh over 
the foul face of vice, and give a pleafin 
aſpect to the deformity of ſin an 
The beautiful perſon of Emilia; her - 
ſprightly wit, her good humour and 
affability, rendered her the darling of 
all who knew her. They beheld, with 
an infinity of concern, her intimacy with 
Coriſca; and thoſe whg, either by proxi- 
mity of blood, or a long acquaintance 
with ber, thought themſelves privileged 
to offer their advice, did it in the flrong- 
eſt terms, and ſpared no remonſtrances 
that might prevail on her to break off fo 
dangerous a commynication; hut the was 
deaf to all that could be ſaid to her on 
this ſuhject. It was her misfortune to 
become the wiltieſs of her own ac ions at 
too early an age; what fortune the was 
poſſeſſed of was in her own hands; and 
as ſhe was entirely indepentlent on her 
friends, would not ſubmit to be di- 


. rected by them, 


In juſtice to this young lady's cha- 
raſter, however, I muſt 8 , and ſhall 


„ 


eee As. Sh ov AE eG 


hereafter that there is a fund of 
honour — . her ſoul ſufficient 
to have made her with contempt 
and deteſtation on the conduct of Co- 
riſcaz and to have obliged her, if not 
to break off all converſation with her, 
at leaſt not to appear with her in pub- 
lick, or make one e , of plea- 
ſure where the was engaged. But, alas! 


the ſeeds of thaſe noble principles for a 


time lay dormant in her; choaked up 
with the natural levities of youth, and 
the modiſh exceſſes of the age, they had 
not power to ſhoot' forth into action. 
Innocently wanton, and indolently gay, 
the ſaw not-the danger to which ſhe ex- 
poſed her and reputation, becauſe 
ſhe thought not of it, nor gave herſelf 


the pains to examine what ſnares might 


E ibly be ſpread for her; but ſuffering 
erſelk to de continually hurried from 
one amuſement to another, never con- 
ſidered or reflected on any thing farther 
than the preſent ſatis faction. 

I have been thus particular in de- 
ſcribing the charafter and humour of 
Emilia, becauſe in the courſe of my ram- 
bles I have found too many others of the 


ſame giddy bent, who, without the leaſt 


ropenſity to ill, have heedleſsly run 
into actions which have involved their 
whole future lives in diſhonour. Theſe 


have. reaſon to pardon this digreſſion, 


eſpecially as it has not been tedious; and 


I ſhall now return to the adventure 
, which occaſioned it. | 


Among the many Invifible Viſits 
which for a conſiderable time together I 
had made to the apartment of this cele- 
brated Coriſca, I happened to be there 
one morning when Favonius and Pala- 
mede were with her. The firſt of theſe 
gentlemen is of a very amorous incli- 
nation, and known to be what the 
world calls well with her; the other, 


though and lively as Mercury him - 
: ſelf, p * 4 . 


as been reſtrained, either h 
want of inelination to her perſon, or his 
friendſhip to Favonius, from attempt 
ing to take any 8 liberties, and 

om viſits her but in his company. 
The diſcourſe they were engaged in, 


when I firſt broke in upon them, 1 
found was on ſubjects of too ing 3 
or 


nature for me to my Tablets 
the reception ET mall make no re- 
| petition of any things which were ſaid 


1s my godmother, and 
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no ſooner over, than Coriſca, taking 
her fondly by the hand, ſpoke thus 
Coriſta. Dear creature, this is an 
exceſs of goodneſs in you to come thus 
early; I did not psd en till dinner - 
time. . = 
Emilia. Indeed, my dear, I never 
waited on you with ſo ill a' will, nor 
came on an errand ſo diſagreeable to my 
inclinationz for I have but juſt time to 
tell you, that I am deprived of the plea- 
ſure I propoſed of paſſing the whole day 
with you. . | | 
_ Coriſca, On what occaſion? | 
Emilia. | The moſt unlucky one that 
could have happened. An vid aunt of 


mine has. taken it into her head to quit - 


her rookery and henhouſe in the country, 
and come to ſtare and be ſtared at in 
town. She arrived laſt night, and ſent 
me word ſhe muſt needs ſee me this 
morning: decency obliges me to go; ſhe 

| | dende, is pretty 


rich. 


this afternoony” 
2 not have you abſent upon any 
core, 5 b | 
Emilia. It cannot be avoided. She 
pretends to have a huge fondneſs for me, 


and I know will detain me, with a 


thouſand impertinent declarations of it, 


till bed-time: ſo, my dear, adieu for 
this whole tedious yy to-morrow, L 
hope, will atone for this vexation..o- 
Gentlemen, your ſervant. | 


. In ſpeaking theſe laſt words, ſhe 


turned upon her heel, and ran out of the 


room; but not ſo haſtily but that Pala- 
mede, with one ſtride, joined her at the 
door, and led her down ſtairs. In the 


mean time Coriſca, looking on Favo- 
nius, ſaid to him | 
Coriſca. I pity poor Emilia. The 


' impertinent fondneſs of an old relation 


is almoſt as great a mortification as the 
— indifference of a young fellow one 
Fawonius. The beautiful Coriſea, L 
am ſure, can never be in danger of e: 
periencing the latter of theſe vexations. 
To prove the ſincerity of this aſſer- 


tion, he cloſed it with a ſtrenuous em- 


brace, which Coriſca returned. There 


- was time for no more; Palamede came 


till the entrance of Emilia, who came in back; and Favonius, with a ſmile, ſpoke 


| Hon af, The fr ſtations wee 


in this manner 


Coriſca, But cantiot you make ſome 
excuſe to leave her as ſoon as you have 
paid your compliments? I thall 

all the world 


72 
„ 
* ; 8 2 . < 
Z% Favonins. a 
. 
1 3 2 
# by * 4 ge 


| 


an 
* 


Fawonius. By the ſparkle in your 
| eyes, Palamede, I ſhould dani ths 
ne of gallantry you 1 8 ſhewed to 


tia has been more than ofdinarify ? 


well received. . 
Palamede. This, and all others T 

have yet had in my power to treat that 

Iady with, have been too trifling to de- 

ſerve much notice from her. 

_. Fawonius. Oh, every kind glance 


gives tranſport to a man in love!=-You ' 


muſt know, Madam, I have juft found 
out that Palamede is deſperately in love 
e, laden ann 
9 Cas 1 An you A1 
low the charge, Palamede ? _ 
Palamede. Not altogether, Madam. 
1 am not abſolutely in love; but con- 
feſe I think Emilia an extremely fine 


girl, and have had ſome very odd dreams 


on her account. 
 Coriſca, What hinders you, then, 
from making your addreſſes to her? 
.  Palamede, Why, faith. Madam, to 
confeſs the truth, I was afraid of n 
ſucceeding on the terms I wiſhed to do; 
and as for marriage, the circumſtances 
of my eſtate require I ſhould make choice 
of a wife with a much larger fortune 
than Emilia is poſſeſſed of. - 
Favonius. You are perfectly in the 
right, Palamede, A. good fortune with 
a wife is abſolutely neceſſary for a man 
of pleaſure, as it enables him to make 
handiome preſents and entertainments to 
_ thoſe women he may happen to like bet- 
E. So, Palamede, you durſt 
not aſk Emilia the queſtion, for fear of 


"meeting with a rebuff from her ober- 


krup ous virtue ? 3 
e That is indeed tlie caſe, 
NES HAT 2 
Coriſta. Then you are a fool. Not 
but I believe Emilia is perfectly inno- 
gent as yet; but what is innocence, what 
is virtue, what is honour, when op- 


poste to love and inclination? Do you 
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of the two gentlemen, that | 
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His chief attributes are pride and Wight, 
His pow'r is robbing'lavers of delight. . 
Honour! that puts our words, that ſhould 

© be free, | Toes 324.4 
© Into a ſet formality! 36.3. <$hi4 
a Thou baſe dedaucher of the .gen'rous 


heart, SDK 245 | 
© That teacheſt all our looks and action 
1 art. 1 l 8 {rr 
| © What Love defign'd a facred gift, 
© What Nature made to — 
« Miſtaken Honour made x theft. 
: Thou foe 3 Nature's worſt dif. 
eaſe! 8 3 t.? 
© Thou tyrant over mighty kg 
© Be gone to princes palace, 
©* But let the humble ſwain go o], 


© In the bleſt paths of the firſt race of man, 


© That neareſt were to gods allied, 
© And, form'd for love, diſdain'd all other | 
© pride." VVV 


The emphatick accents and graceful 
manner with which Coriſca pronounced 
theſe lines adding to the beauty of the 
poetry, truck ſo much upon the hearts 
| could 
not forbear clapping their hands, and 
crying out" Encore, encore, charmin 
© Coriſca!' On which the laug 
heartily, and repli 31 

Cariſca. I want none of theſe ches. 
trical teſtimonies of approbation; 1 
would only convince Palamede, from 
unqueſtionable authority of Fang ou 


Sappho, that when a womag loves, no 


conſiderations are of force to reſtrain her 
from acting up to the dictates of her paſ- 
| Aye, Madain, if T could 
flatter myſelf as the 11 of being 
loved by Emilia, 1 ſhould have nothing 


to apprehend. 
ges. I will not pretend to tilt 


4 
* 


| you that ſhe is ſo much in love as not to 


able to eat, drink, or ſleep, for the 
thoughts of you; but I have heard her 


ſay a thouſand times over, I'bdlieve, that 


ou are, without exception, the prettieſt 
ee ar ee en 


Bot know what Mrs. Behn, who muſt 
be allowed to be a perfect judge of na- 
= | _-tnxe in our ſex, ſays upon this occaſion ? 


„Oh, curſed Honour! chou who firſt didt 
. © damn 


A woman to the fin of ſhane! * "Yor 1 n 
Rr re; ns I on poi If 
©" With love © inview bet to fordid with being entertained by you mn pribate. 

© awe Palamede. Dear Madam you mike 


Nod to themiſelv preſcribe a cruel law, me the moſt tranſported man ws : 


the beſt, and have ſomething peculia 

| in your air and 3 be 

haviour; and on the ſtrength of this, and 
- ſome other indications I have-obſerved 
about her, I dare venture to affirm that 
you are far from being indifferent to her, 


* what means can ſuch + thing be 
abour? Some ſcheme muſt be nid 
fort 


eb. Nothin ing more eaſy 1 T have 
any 


it Ab in ——— already; the w 
where with me; we Mall be t to- 
morrow ; you two ſhall come in as if by 


accident, and propoſe zoing ng to take the 
air on the other fi the water: there 
is a houſe the moſt commodiouſly fituat- 


ed that can be; good gardens, good 


_ good every 
ee with the ee. 


— 1 ſuppoſe you mean that 
hr Ao The ſame. When we have 


ing home, you ' ſhall 
Line þ and pretend the fellow 
and went away without your knowled 
There will be no poſſibility of procuring a 
vehicle to us to town, eſpecially at 
night. Favonius muſt be content to a 

penance with me in * e about the 

— or in ſomething or other, till 
morning, while "wn make the moſt of 
your time with Emilia. 

Palamede. Excellent, my charming 
Machiavel! But how 3 
Emilia to be ſeparated from her dear 


ment; the ſhall ſu A ng of the 
matter, till ſhe finds herſelf ale 'with 
you, and then it will be your buſineſs to 
make her ſatisfied with being fo. 
Palamede. Kind creature! where ſhall 
I find words to thank this compaſſiop to 
a ſuffering lover ? 
b 4 wn ad about 
thanks; actions, Ys reward 
themſelves. 


Favonius, As for my part, IT ſhall de- 
ſer thoſe acknowledgments which your 
exceſs of goodneſs demands from me, 
both on my own ſeore and that of my 
friend, till to mbrrow night, when they 
ow make part of that agreeable penance 

am to 

This ſpereh of Favonius paved the 
way for a 
enough to the characters of the perſons 


engaged in it; but 1 am certain would : 


not be well reliſhed dy that part of my 
readers which I am moſt ambitious * 
obliging: I ſhalt therefore cloſe the ſcene, 


23 indeed I did ſdon after my fr : 


ne . 


thing g.—PFavonius 5 


| all "this 
| = what the good old beet, Mfr. Pri 


converſation conformable + 


d. Hines re ofs 


libertine, in order to retire do my 


and — leiſute 154 


PRESENTS THE READER WITY' THt 
CATASTROPHE OF Au ADVEN- 
TURE VERY DITFERENT FROM 

_ WHAT THE BEGINNING "MAT 
nas GIVEN HIM Kn To 

BXPECT. | 


OUGH T had myſelf 
too well acquainted with the prin- 
ciples and inclinations of *Coriſca, to be 


at all ſurprized at any act of licentiouf. 


neſs the could poſſibly be guilty of, y of, yet il 


could not vefend my ſen 


ſeized with the extremeſt ſhock, oh i 
ing ſhe could be baſe enough to 'conde. 


ſcend to become the inſtrument of others 
. pleaſures, and betray the innocence of a 
lng lady for ans Hh ſhe had as much 
frie ae | 


of her charaQter—forgetti 


tells us on an 3 fimi- 
lar to of Coriſca and Emilia— 


Virtue and Vice in one ſole polnt point agree, 
Each would be glad eee 


© be. 


In rumi 22 Then 
tk br x uninatng ery wikhy, 15 
'Palamede, I muſt confeſs — "er 
ſuſpicions not at all to the-udvantage of 


poor Emilia: I fancied that (ſhe had in 


reality confeſſed à paſſion for that gen- 
tleman; 8 
trivance to 14 a te inter- 
view 


but what ſne Was convinced in her own 
mind would be highly ſatis factory to her 


fair friend, It was never my cuſtom, 


however, to ne bo an entire 
on conjecture bn rig 
of another perſon; {0 ved to be 


convinced as my Invifible. i 


— 


—_C 
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As I doubted not but I ſhould be able 


to fathom the whole truth of this affair, 


by the converſation that would paſs be · 


tween theſe two ladies while they belicy- 
ed themſelves alone together, I was ex- 


tremely impatient for the approach of 
Emilia, and equally rejoiced when I ſaw 
her enter. The firſt. ſalutations they 
gave each other, were ſuch as might be 
expected from perſons who mutually pro- 
Feiſed ſo. warm and tender a friendſhip. 


The ſaubjeRts they afterwards talked upon 


were not of any conſequence; not one 
word of Palemede nor the projected tour 
was, mentioned; on which I. avſolyed 
Emilia from all blame on this account, 
and was ſorry I had ever wronged her. 
But the leſs room I had to condemn, the 
.preater cauſe I had to pity her, and to 

creſt the cruel plot contrived, and fo 
near being put in execution againſt her 
virtue. But I had no tine toindulge me- 
ditation; the gentlemen preſently came 


in; the propoſal, as agreed upou between 
mem and Coriſca, was immediately 
made; the ladies gave a ready aſſent; a 
hackney- coach was ordered to be called, 
and every one ſeemed equally on the 


wing to be gone. a 
The reader will now perhaps imagine, 

that it being eaſy to ſee into the end of 

this affair, there was no occaſion for any 


- farther enquiries in relation to it, and 


that curĩoſity had received it's utmoſt 
tiſication; but I happened to be of a 


different way of thinking. I ſincerely 

pitied Emilia, and could not help being 

deſirous to ſee how the would reſent = 

* baſe artifice practiſed on her when 

. ſhould diſcover it, and alſo how Coriſca 

would conduct the plot ſhe had contriv- 
gz * 


e 


It was no difficult matter for me to 
know the houſe my were going to, both 
by the deſcription 


ple 
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had heard given of 
- It the day before by Coriſca, and alſo by 
what I had been told by other 


*# 


which I found indeed very pleaſant, well 
laid out into parterres and .knots, and 
larger than I could have imagined. Fa- 
vonius led Coriſca, and Palamede had 
Emilia by the hand, who, during this 
promenade, took the opportunity of en · 
tertaining her with many tender ſpeeches, 
but intermixed with nothing that the 
moſt chaſte ear might not have liſtened 
to without calling a bluſh upon the face. 
I was ſorry, however, to obſerve that the 
received what he ſaid with a certain. lan- 
guiſhment in her eyes, which embolden, 
ed him to go on, and matle me fear that 
he had indeed a ſecret aſcendancy over 
her incautious, unſuſpecting heart. 
On their return into the houfe, a table 
was ſpread with every thing that could 
excite the appetite or exhilarate the ſpirits. 
The cheartalnefo and good humour of the 
gueſts gave a double reliſh to the repay 
wit and ſparkling Champagne cron 

the board ; and though the ladies allay- 
ed the too great potency of the one by 
the aſſiſtance of water, yet the other 
flowed with no leſs ſtrength and vigour. 


After ſome hours had been paſſed in the 


__ of gaiety, Coriſca on a ſudden 
looked upon her watch, and aſſuming a 


more ſerious air than ſhe was atcuſtom- 


ed to wear, told the company that it was 
near one o'clock, and they muſt think 
of departing forLondon. To which a- 
vonius replied-— 8 I. 
Fawomus. Among all the ridiculous 
things mankind was ever guilty of, I 
know none more ſq than the having ſet 
their wits to work to invent a machi 
and then ſubmitting to be governed by 


it. 
y other laws, 


Coriſca. There are man | 
as well as this, by which the filly world 
have bound themſelves to go contrary to 
the primitive rules of nature and incli- 
nation, indulging by ſtealth only thoſe 
pleaſures which they were born freely te 


enjoy: but, however, all theſe cuſtoms, 

diſagreeable as they are to people of real 

wit and ſpirit, muſt in ſome meaſure be 

comolied with, or the ſtupid vulgar would 

profintly accule us of irregularity and in- 
ency. SR 

. I look upon 2 one here, 

cen 


concerning it's commodiouſneſs for in- 
trigue; ſo I no ſooner found that a 
hackney - coach was ordered, than I haſti- 
Iy quitted the poſt I was in, made the 
beſt of my way to the place of rendez- 
vous, got there before them, took up my 
" Rand at the entrance, ſaw them alight, 


- and followed them into a well-furniſhed Madam, to be above the cenſures of the 
+ . ſpacious room, to which they were uſher- vulgar, yet I will not d to enter in- 
ed by a ſpruce waiter. to any arguments on that head; and dare 


anſwer for Fayonius, as well as for my- 
ſelf, that he would not preſume to 
tain you s on ROC POIs 
! per 20 8. 8 
— Emilis 


-\ 


Wine and biſcuits were immediately 
ſerved up; and the company, after hav- 
ing iefreſhed themſelves with this little 

*  Fegale, wem to walk in the gardens, 


4 


A. - as. a car. BB. 4 
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Emilia. Indeed, gentlemen, I think, 


and I believe Coriſca does fo too, that 
to (tay any longer at this time would ra- 
ther diminiſh than add to the ſatisfaction 
we have hitherto enjoyed. ' _ 

Fa vonius. After doch a declaration, 
Madam, any farther preſſures to the con- 
trary on our part, might juſtly be looked 
upon as impertinent and troubleſome; it 
is certainly your province to command, 
ours implicitly to obey. 

In ſpeaking theſe laſt words, he went 
outof the room with Palamede, asit might 
be ſuppoſed to diſcharge the reckoning of 
the houſe; but in a few minutes returned, 
and, with a ſeeming concern in their 
faces, ſaid, that the coachman, either by 
having got drunk or miſtaking his or- 
ders, I, 
ſet them down : on which Coriſca affe&- 
ed to be extremely ſurprized, and Emilia 
being really ſo, they both cried out at the 
ſame time | 

Coriſea. This is the oddeſt accident 
ſure that ever happened! + . 

Emilia, Bleſs me! which way ſhall 
we get. home? | 


" Palameds. As for going home, Ma- 


dam, it is a thing quite out of the queſ- 
tion: we have enquired, and there is no 
poſſibility of procuring either coach, cha- 
riot, poſt-chaiſe, or any ſort of —_— 
whatever, till the morning breaks; ſo, 
ladies, you muſt content yourſelves with 
being our gueſts for the remainder of the 


night. 


Coriſta. Well, ſince it is ſo, we muſt 
e'en make a virtue of neceſſity, and di- 


vert ourſelves as well as we can. 
Palamede. It would be an unpardon- | 


able vanity in us, Madam, to imagine 
that any thing in our converſation could 
compenſate tor the-want of your repaſe; 
we will therefore order a bed to be got 
ready for you two ladies, while Favonius 
and myſelf watch the approach of day, 
in order to provide a vehicle for carrying 
us to town. ; 

Coriſca. No, no, x no means, we 
will all hare the ſame fate; it would be 
ſtrange indeed, if four people of taſte and 
ſpirit could not figd ſome way to amuſe 


each other forth of one night. 
| While ſhe was . concert of 
flutes, a hautboy, a double curtal, and 


ſome other vind - muſick, on a ſudden ſu 
luted their ears; on which ſhe cried out 

_ Coriſeca. Hark! muſick ! if it con- 
tinues, it will very well atone for the laſs 


of a few hours ſleep, 


ad gone away ſoon after he had 


-words may be gueſled 


\ 


love my life, eſpecially of this ſort. 

In ſpeaking this, ſhe ran haſtily to the 
window and threw up the ſaſh,'in-order 
to hear the ſeveral inſtruments more dis 


ſtinctly. Palamede followed, and they 


found 
o 


both abſorbed in a moſt 
— 22 Coriſea 
erving, t at portuni of 
ſing ſoftly behind then, and ſli — = 
the room. Emilia turning her pre- 
ſently after, with a-defign, as I ſuppoie, 
to ſay ſomething either to the one or the 
other, was ſu 


them there, and cried out to Palamede— - 
Emilia. Bleſs me! what is become of _ 


Favonius and Coriſca ? 


Palamede. I know not, Madam zj per- 


haps they are gone down into the gar- 
den, to be nearer to the muſick, which 
ſeems to proceed from the lower end of 
the walk. - | {5 

Emilia. Very likely; they might have 
told us, however; — oye Ty we 
will follow them. e ge 

Palamede. With all my heart, Ma- 

dam; but firſt permit me to reveal a ſe- 
cret to you which you ought to be told, 
and my breaſt has long with 
an impatience of diſcovering. 


Emilia. A ſecret! What ſecret can 


ou have with me, that would be worth 


ſing one note of this muſick to liſten to? 
Palamede. I hope you will be of an- 
other opinion, Mad am, when I ſhall tell 


you that the whole happineſs of my fy. 


ture life, and even my ſoul's eternal 
peace, depends upon it. 
Emilia. | You may tell me what you 
will, but I ſhall believe nothing of t 
matter; ſo let us rejoin our friends. 
It is not ſo much by what people ſay, 
as by the manner in which they deliver 
themſelves, that the ſincerity of their 
at; and I was 
heartily glad to find, both by the looks 
of Emilia and the tone of her voice, that 
ſhe indeed had more inclination to do as 
ſhe had propoſed, than to ſtay and ſuffer 


herſelf to be entertained by Palamede in 


the way ſhe might eaſily perceive he 
about 2 do — Art as "oa 


of this young lady, however, could avail 


her but little in her prefer ftuation; Pa. 
lamede got between her and the door as 


ſhe was endeavouring to ga out, and 
throwing himſelf upon 4 before 


her, and at the ſame time catching faſt 


bold of both her hands; ſaid to her 
Palamede, 


. 


| Emilia. Nothing ever happened ſo 
fortunately for me; I love muſick a I 


rprized at ſeeing neither of 


* 


* 


?. 
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| Palameds. No, charming Emilia! 1 


dave not ſo long languiſhed for an op- 
portunity like this to let it now eſca 
me! you mult, you ſhall hear me. 
Heaven I love you love you to the — 
raging height the paſſion can inſpire! For 
many, many tedious weeks, you have 
been the only object of my nightly viſions 
and waking thoughts; and=—_ 

He was going on, but Emilia inter- 
rupted him by replying in theſe terms, 
accompanied with an air full of reſent- 
ment and confuſion | 


| + | Emilia, Bye, Palamede, thisraillery 


is imperuneat and infipid, and what I 
could not have ex to. be treated 
with by a perſon who has the character 
of good ſenie and breeding. | 
Palamede. Cruelly urged 1 Oh, could 
you fee into my heart, you would find it 
all devoted to you! devoted to you with 
a tenderneſa ſo perfect as can be equalled 
by nothing but the charms that have ſub. 
dued it, Frown not, adorable Emilia, 
nor ſtruggle to ger looſe; for, by all my 
hopes, never will I quit the graſp I have 
n of you, nor riſe from the poſture I 
am in, till I have convinced you of the 
fincerity, as well as ardency, of the flame 
you have kindled in me! 

Emilia. Sir, this nocturnal declara- 
tion is little conſiſtent with that reſpe& 
which is always the attendant of an ho- 
'nourable paiſion. If you had, indeed, 
any thoughts of me of the nature you 

tend, I am no recluſe, and you might 

ve found a more proper ſeaſon to ac- 
quaint me with them. > 
Palamade. The paſſion I am enflam- 
ed with, is not of a nature to ſubmit to 
the dull forms obſerved by vulgar lovers. 
Beſides, what ſeaſon can be more fit for 
love than night, the friend of love? Turn 
our eyes towards the window, and be- 
hold the filver moon, with all the thou- 
ſand twinkling ſtars! ſee how ſweet, how 
mild they ſhine! with what benevolent 
aſpefts they dart their rays upon us! 
Liſten to the melodious ſounds youu jult 
- now praiſed! Will not all theſe ſoften 
your ſoul, melt you into pity, and make 
you think ſuch love as mine ſome 
-xecompence ? 
i Emilia. I'll hear no more; unhand 
me, Sir, and give me liberty to ſeek our 
friends; or be aſſured my cries ſhall raiſe 
the houle. 1 52 


- He then let go her hands, and roſe 
from the poſture he had been in; but fl 
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. pointment the perhaps does not 


kept his back cloſe againſt the door 
while with half a ſwile he replied to what 
ſhe had ſaid in this manner '_ 

; Palamede. Madam, vou are Fe 
in part; and if I acquieſce to ey 
you . it is 3 be i | 
you would be one jot in m | 

engaged with each other to ſuffer them. 
ſelves to be interrupted; and as to the 
people of the houſe, they know their diſ- 


tance, and are always extremely deaf on 


theſe occaſions. 


On hearing him ſpeak thus, the burſt 
into a flood 4 tears, and throwing ber- 


ſelf into a chair, cried out 


Emilia. O Heavens! is this poſſible! 
Can Coriſca be ſo vile! Am I betrayed! 
w_ given up by her to infamy and 
ruin . 

On hearing her make this exclamation, 
he left the place where he had been ſtand- 
ing, and _ —_ _ her; then 
taking one of her 8, it 
tenderly to his N. Sake 

Palamede.. ; Jo, my angel! By 
Heaven, the tranſactions of this nigbt 


mall be for ever a ſacred and inviolable 


ſecret! not even Favonius nor Coriſca 
ſhall be acquainted with it if you deſire 
the contrary: I know they will laugh at 
me; but no matter, I can bear all that, 


and much more, to 2 with the leaſt 


requeſt made by my dear Emilia. O, then, 
be kind, and bleſs my longing wiſhes ! 
let no reluctance damp the coming joys, 
but yield to ſhare the happinck you give! 
* — * - — nd- 
ing ſhe was ex to the danger ſhe now 
was in, by the very woman whom the 
moſt had loved, and moſt believed her 
friend, had thrown her inte ſo proſouud 
a reverie, that I much queſtion whether 
ſhe heard any part of what Palamede had 
lately been ſpeaking to her; till caſing 
his proteſtations with a ſtrenuous. em- 


| brace, ſhe ſtarted up, brake ſrom him, 


and looking wildly round the room, ſhe 
eſpied two words, which Favonius and 
Palamede had plucked off on their en · 


trance, and put ina window; ſhe — 


ed up ane of them, and drawing it out 
the ſcabbard in an inſtant, held the point 


2 ſaying at the ſame me 


mike. Here is at lealt & refuge 
from diſhonour ! That baſe woman, who 
thought to make me as vileasT now find 
the is berſelf, ſhall meet with 8 _ 


17 
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And every other c 


SY 
RES 


fuſion Palamede was in at this action, is 


— — — 


her looks, her voice, convincing 


. ſeemed like one transfixed with 

; at length 

little, be ſaid to her in a faul = VOICE 
Palamedes. For Heaven's Ma- 

dam, wound not 'thus my Hu) by the 

ſight of your deſpair ! You have no cauſe. 


It is certain that 1 have loved you, 
[ub pom pe ob be —— 


inuocence. The plat.to bring — 
was not of my contriving. Tis true I 
came into it, as where is the man who 
—— 2 
V nor caving my ; 
ſure to brutal violence: Oh, therefore, 
throw aſide that cruel weapon, or turn 
the point on me, and Tie 
attempt to offend yaur , it 
to the hilt within my boſom. 
Enilia. Sir, I once looked upon you 
as a man of hanour, and ſhould rejoice 
to find you could redeem yourſelf i 
opinion, 


Palamede. By all that's ſacred, nat 


the utmoſt A5 of my looſeſt 
wiſhes could have given me half the joy 
as now, to prov 

unworthy the efteem of ſuchexalted vir- 
tue. Charming Emilia! perfect in mind 
as well as form! in both angelic! 
hold me your convert! The love I had 
for you is now .rarified into adoration 
Your virtue, like.chemiſts gold, turns all 
into itſelf, and leaves no groſſer particles 


behind! Forgive what is paſt, and neuer 


Never more will I preſume to entertain 
you with diſcourſes leſs chaſte and pure 
than your own Ten thoughts! 

pur May I believe this penitence 
| Palamede, You may, by Heaven! 
and when I relapſe into my former crime, 
may infamy, diſeaſes, the:cantempt of 
the whole world, your eternal hatred, 
» fall on me! 

Emilia. Then find ſome way, if poſ- 
fible, to take me immediately from this 
place, and conduct me ſafe to my own 
Apartment. 

Palameds, My pms to obey you, 


* 


holly entreated her permiſſion 


.- VS 


kim the | 
promiſe he had juſt 
which that young 


and worthy of yourſelf . 
Something which that infline ved 


into che mind of Palamede, hindered him 


making any anſwer, of even, per- 


haps, from hearing what the ſaid: he 


rang the bell a ſecond time with all his 


Force, and called for pen, ink and papers - 


which being brought, he told Emili 
that A e — man nets would 
not ſuffer him to depart without taking 
ſame notice of the occaſion to Favonius, 
with whom he had e e 
fect good underſtanding, and therefore 


to write — 
lines to that gentleman. The req 
3 
with, and he fat down and diktated the 
fallowing epiſtle— e 75 


S MY DEAR FRIEND, - $44 


F HINGS have happened very dif: | 


| . e from 1 bo PROT to 
expect in regard to Emilia: in fine, 
© ſhe is not a woman, but an angel! As 
© ſuch I ſhall always eſteem her, and 
think it my glory to obey ey 

© wand ſhe as 

« the firſt the has honoured me with, is 
© to remove her hence, and conduct her 


«© to her ewn apartment, which I am juft 


© now about to do. I have no opportu- 
* nity to diſc the muſick or. t 
© expences of the bouſe, ſo beg you wi 
take the whole. upon you, and meet 
© me to-morrow evening at Braund's, 
c rin ge er will fu —_—_— ſeule 
* ifs © - what meyts 
255 4 . Aa 3; 5 + and 
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pleaſed to lay. upon me 
pleaſed to lay/ upon me 
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2 me to 


-- 
* 


undd exeuſes you ſhall think proper for 
eee Fours, 
Ae. iii OY . 


5 While Palamede was thus employed, 


it alſo came into Emilia's head to let Co- 


rifca know ſome part of the reſentment 
me had conceived againſt her: accord- 
ingly ſhe took anather — out of the 
ttandiſh, and expreſſed herſelf in theſe 


©. MADAM, 3 1 

© 3x7 HAT the united report of all 
g W © who know you could never have 
© made me believe, your behaviour this 
© night has not only convinced me of, 
© but alſo that the tongue of malice can 


find nothing wherewith to aggravate 


* your real guilt, Was it not enough, 
OO moſt ungenerous woman! to fink 
your own e and reputation in 
« eternal infamy, but you muſt alſo en 
© deavour ta drag others into perdition 
«with you! Know, to your confu- 
5 ſion, that I happily eſcaped the ſnare 
E you had laid = pp and ſhall reap 
© this benefit by my late danger, as to 
# avoid the company of a perſon whom 

to preſerve an wg ct) wag with muſt 
in the end have been the ruin of my 
character, if not of my virtue; for, be 
aſſured, I ſhall henceforward be as 
careful to ſhun your preſence, as ever 
1 was eager to come into it. Here 
s ceaſes all farther intercourſe between 
© us, May the diſappointment of your 
© baſe deſigns on me, ſerve as a warn- 
ing to you not to attempt the like on 
any other equally inadvertent and in- 
© cautious as the much deceived , 


© EMILIA,” 


Aa a a = @ n «a 


They had juſt finiſhed, and made up 
the above bille's, when the waiter re- 
turne$, and told Palamede that he had, 
though not without ſome difficulty, pre- 
vailed on the coachman to riſez and 


that, before he left the inn, he had ſeen; 


him go into the ſtable to bring out the 
| horſes. Palamede then gave him the 
letter he had wrote to Favonius, ſaying 
ge ſure you deliver this to the gen- 
© tleman who came with us as ſoon as he 
© ſhall be ſtirring, and let him know I 
* ſhall ſend the coach back in the morn- 


ing.“ Emilia alſo put inta-his hands 


her epiſtle to Coriſca, with theſe words 
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And let the lady know 1 left this for 
© her,” The w 22 
might depend he would be | 
di hargiag the commiſſion they en- 
truſted him with, and then withdrew. 


2 Finding my Oryſtalline Tablets were 


now overcharged, I was obliged to ſhut 
them up; ſo can relate no farther parti. 
culars' of what converſation 32 
tween Palamede and Emilia during the. 
ſmall time they waited for the evach to 
carry them away; and can only ſay in 
general, that the greateſt reſerve and diſ. 
tance was obſerved an both ſides, Emi. 
lia, though now perfectly ſatisfied-with 
the contrition of 'Palamede,"'thovght it 
would be imprudent to appear too gay; 
and Palamede, fearful to renew her a; 
ſions, behaved to her with all th 
nity of a Chineſe mandarin. 
On their going down, they were met 
at "= wn of — | 
who kept this tavern, or rather brothel; 
who — in what ſhe had to lay with 
a low' ourtiey,” told Emilia, that ſhe 
flatiered berſelf with the expectation of 
her ſleeping there that night, and he 
nothing diſagreeable had happened te 
occaſion her ure at ſo unſeaſonable 
an hour; adding, that ſhe ſhould never 
forgive herſelf if any thing in her houſe 
had diſobliged ſo ſweet a young lady, 
Emilia 3 this fawning ſpeech 
only with a look of contempt; but Pala- 
mede told her ſhe need be under no con · 
cern on that ſcore; the lady had no oh- 


jeAions to her houſe, but choſe never ta 


hat" they 
4 


ſtairs by the woman 


ſleep out of her own apartment. No 


more was ſaid; they went into the coach; 
and I followed on foot; for I had not 
curiofity enough to make me ſtay the 
remainder of the night in that place, for 
no other purpoſe than to ſee how Fe. 
vonius- and Coriſca would behave” on 
being told that Palamede and Emilia 
were gone, and receiving the epiſtles 


that gentleman and lady had left for 


them. I had a long walk home, but 
my Inviſibility ſecured me from the dan- 

r of any inſults; and the ſatisfaction 
that roſe in my mind, on the noble con» 
3 virtue had gained over vice, made 
the way ſeem much leſs tedious. © 


A few days after I was informed, by 


the report of the town, that: 


\ 


made his publick addrefles to Emilia. 
Being willing to be better convinced of 


the truth of this matter, I made ſeveral 
viſits to Emilia's apartment, and found 
that in fact — tacs””” ; 

told. 


1 
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aps 
fible of himſelf, before this proof ſhe 
had given him of her virtue, got over 
that objection which the ſcantineſs. of 
her fortune had before laid in his way; 
and. Emilia, who had liked him as much 
as Coriſca had faid ſhe did, gave all the 
encouragement he could wiſh to his ho- 
nourable n. I look upon the af- 
fair to be now in a manner concluded 
on, and that a very ſhort time will con- 
ſummate their mutual wiſhes; a cata- 
ſtrophe which I doubt not but every ge- 
nerous reader will heartily rejoice at as 
well as myſelf. . BATS 
Favonius, who is in __ man of 
ſtrict honour and good principles, though 
ſomewhat too ſanguine in his amours, 
ſtill continues his intimacy with Pala. 
mede, and highly applauds his con- 
verſion in favour of the fair inſpirer of 
his honourable flame. Coriſca bites 
her lips whenever the name of Emilia is 
mentioned, and endeavours all ſhe can 
to traduce that virtue which ſhe had not 
the power to deſtroy: but all ſhe ſays on 
that ſcore ſerves only to ſhew more plainly 
her own bad heartz and Emilia, by re- 
fraining all converſation with her, has 
entirely regained that efteem and good 
opinion which ſhe had well nigh loſt. 


CHAP. 1. 


CONTAINS THE REHEARSAL OF A 
CONVERSATION WHICH THE AU- 
THOR ACCIDENTALLY HAPPENED 
TO BE WITNESS OF, AND LOOKS 
UPON HIMSELF AS BOUND BY AN 
INDISPENSABLE OBLIGATION TO 
MAKE PUBLICK3z THOUGH PER- 
FECTLY CONSCIOUS, FROM His 
OBSERVATIONS OF MANKIND, 
THAT THERE ARE MANY OF HIS 
READERS WHO WILL LABOUR ALL 
THEY CAN TO BRING THESE 
PAGES INTO DISCREDIT, | 


IA whom 1 ſhall always rank 
\J among the number of our beft 
Engliſh authors, tells us, in a juſtly 


eſteemed poem, thai 


* 


not totally avoid going 


\ 


him ad ond talk with. cocemfpatiien 
and reſerve | How various are. the - 
preſentations made of him | He has u 


as many characters as there are 


— 
abilities or 1 whether in reli- 
, or: political matters. He 


gious, moral, 
is no follower of the court, yet does 
thither. He pro- 
feſſes himſelf a member of the eſtibliſhed 
church, yet converſes freely with thoſe 


of —— rſuaſions. liſtens at- 
tentively to the arguments urged by 
ſons of all parties and all ſects, 2 


offering any of his own, or giving his 
— which are wrong or Thick are 
right. "7 

For this reaſon all the zealots, both in 
religion and politicks, brand him with 
lukewarmneſs, and ſay he is a man of 


an uncertain way of thinking, and has 


no ſettled - principle of acting. Some 
few there are who applaud his mode- 


ration, but many more who look upon 


© Wiſdom is till to loth too great a ſlave; 


© None are ſo buſy as the fool and knave. 


How widely different are the pictures 
drawn of a perſon wor — 


7 


* — 


it as a piece of low cunning, thereby to 
cover ſome latent deſigns he bas within 


his boſom; but of what nature theſe are, 


I have heard many warm diſputes about. 
Some will nꝛeds have him in the intereſt 
of the Pretender, - and others that he is 
ſecretly a tool of the miniſtry. Some- 
have confidently averred, that they have 
ſeen a white role carried into his houſe 
on-the tenth of June; and others, that 
he has worn « yellow waiſtcoat on the 
birth:day of his preſent Majeſty; as if 


an- innocent flower, or the colour of a 


piece of filk, were ſufficient takens to 
ſhew theaviſhes of the wearer's heart. 
 Asto his cxconomy in private lf he is 
not at all expenſive in dreſs, equipage, or 
the furnitureof his honſe; chuling rather 
to appear below his rank, than in any par- 
ticular to exceed it. This is frequently 
attributed tohis covetouſneſs. while more 
fayourable judges ſuppole it to be owing 
to his contempt of the modiſh fopperies 
of the age. He partakes of all the plen- 


ſures of the town, but never purfuey 


them to an exceſs, or with eagerneſs, 
The ſort of e aſcribe this to 
his diſcretion, and the more gay towane 
of ſpirit and coldneſs of conſtitution. 
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And nought but echo flatter, | 


apt are we to form a vain judg- 
on things we know nothing of. 
The heart of man is incomprehenſible, 
unleſe difcovered by himſelf in ſome 


| glaring proof either of virtue or vice: 


may not have an o ity 
to ſet forth in any conſpicuous light, and 
che latter he may have artifice and hypo- 
criſy enough to gloſs over and conceal. 
How impoſſible, then, is it to be certain 
to which of theſe he is in reality de- 
voted! | 8 


Among the variety of deſcriptions and 
rts 1 Lord Honorius, I 


found, notwithſtanding, that it was 


agreed on by all hands, that though he 
would not ſuffer himſelf to be im 

upon by his tradeſmen, he always 
took care their bills ſhould be paid with 
the utmoſt exactneſs and punctuality, 


and that he never dealt with foreigners. 
Theſe articles, however infignificant 


they may ſeem to ſome of thofe who call 
themſelves the polite world, I confeſs 
gave me fuch an idea both of his pru- 
dence and juſtice, as made me immedt- 


ately join with thoſe who ſpoke the great- 


eſt things in his praiſe in other reſpects; 
but being deſirous of penetrating more 
y into the reality of this noble- 
man's diſpofſfi on, I refolved to try how 
my Inviſibilityſhip would ſerve that 
end, and — made 2 vifit one 
morning at his houſe, 
I paſſed through ſeveral neat rooms, 
the furniture of which was rich, and be- 
fitting the dignity and fortune of the 


_ -owner, but had nothing of gaudineſs in 


it. At laſt I found the perſon I went 
to ſeek; he was in a cloſet within his 
dreſſing-room, and had a book in his 
hand. I was curious to fee what was 


the - ſubje& of his meditations; and, 


-Jooking over his ſhoulder, perceived it 
was the poems of our Engliſh Pindar, 
the celebrated Mr. "Cowley. The page 
he was employed in on my entrance con- 
tained, among others, theſe lines 


O fountains | when in you ſhall I, _ 
Eas d of unpeaceful thoughts, myſelf eſpy ! 


O fields! O woods! when ſhall J be made 


'© Thehappy tenant of your ſhade! 


Here :s the ſpring- head of pleaſure's flood, 
* Whereall| the riches lie, 


That ſhe has coin'd and ſtamp'd for good, | 


To charm the mind as well as eye. 
Pride and ambition here, 


4 Only in far-fetch'd metaphors appear; 
Here's nought but winds can hurtfal mur- 


© murs ſcatter, a 


TAE INvierBLE rr. 


When he came to this part of the pom, 
he ſtopped, and cad at with the greatel 
emphaſiz— Charming, inimitable Cow- 
s oy how juſt, low trply delicate, are 
« all thy notions, and how widely dif- 
© ferent from thoſe of the age I have the 
© misfortune to live in! If one may 
© form a judgment, as ſure one may, by 
© the writings of ſeverity or eighty years 
© ago, the genius of Britain was far un- 
© like what it appears at preſent.” 

He had ſcarce finiſhed this exclama- 
tion, when a ſervant 6 the door, 
and told him that Sir Whimſey Brain- 
ſick. was come to wait upon him; on 
which he laid afide the boo, and went 
into the next chamber to receive his 
gueſt, After giving and returning the 
cuſtomary ſalutations of the mornin 
and having ſeated themſelves, the fol- - 
lowing dialogue enſned between them— 

onorius. It is a wonder to ſee you 
dreſſed and abroad thus early, Sir 
Whimſey; I think you are commonly 
in your firſt ſleep after thistime, _ 

Sir * 1 Aye, my lord; but 
pleaſure muſt on fome occaſions give 
way to buſinefs. I have vaſt affairs up 
my hands at preſent. I only ſnatc 
a moment to take leave of your lordſhi 
and two hours hence ſhall ſet out 
the country. 4 

Honorius. On your election, I ſup- 


poſe? | 2 
No, no; my Lord 


Sir Wh: 
Triffli Traffli has ſecured me a bo- 
rough, without my taking the trouble 
of ever going near it. My bulineſs, at 

reſent, is down at e, whereT 
have a conſiderable eſtate, and, I believe, 
a pretty good intereſt; and I have en- 
gaged myſelf to ſtrain both, as far as 
they will go, in favour of Sir Crafty 
Shallowbuggenn. 


Honorius, Sir Crafty Sha og · 
gen! What, then, has Mr. Worthy, the 
preſent member, declined landing? ' 


Sir Whimſey. No, no he 
has not Gel but 2 
to have him out, at any rate. ' 

Honorius. I would not have you de- 


ceive yourſelf, Sir Whimſey. Mr. 


Worthy is a gentleman who, I am told, 
is highly eſteemed by his conſtituents; 
and you niay be at a great deal of ex- 


- Pence to oppoſe him, to no purpoſe. 
| pence my , Sir Ving. 


my lord, very ſtubbornz has voted 


* * 9 * — * 
be r — * 3 Ie 3 
* — 1 


n » | As to the T 
don't doubt but -it will be up to 
me ſome way or other. I have my eye 
and, I can WR am 
promiſed either or 2 


Henorius. The character I have heard 
of Mr. Worthy makes me wy 4 ſo 
powerful an oppoſition ſhould be ſet on 
toot againſt him. \ 

Sir He has been fubborn, 


againſt the Jew and Clandeſtine Mar- 
riage bills; and it is not fit the mini 
ſhould be affronted. Your lordſhip, 
luppoſe, is a friend to the miniſtry? 

onorins, Sir, I never gave any 
man reaſon to believe I was the con- 
trary. 

Sir Whimſey. No, no, your lord - 
ſhip is too wiſe. Thoſe who are friends 
to the miniſtry, are friends to them- 
ſelves. For my own part, if it were 
not to oblige them, I would not give 
two-pence who had the eleftion at 
vo##59®, or an! 8 elſe. 33 5 muſt 

our l ip's on ; ve a 
ws and things K4 G ky and would 
not be waited for by four or five gentle- 
men who accompany me on the ſane ex- 
peditionʒ ſo your lordſhip's moſt obe- 


dient. 


Honorius, Yours, Sir Whimſey. 1 
wiſh you a journey. 

With words they parted. Lord 
Honorius ſaw him to the top of the ſtair- 
caſe, and then turned back to his cloſet, 
ſaying to himſelf as he went What 
* a wild world is this! How do men 
© toil to bring infamy on themſelves, 
and entail certain ruin on their poſte- 
« ritut* . - 

2 I thought, by the little ſample I 
had ſeen, that it was now in my power 
to, make a better judgment of the ſenti- 
ments fof this nobleman than by all I 
had heard from others, I was following 
Sir Whimſey down ſtairs; but on hear- 
ing ſome debate between a plain, honeſt- 
looking countryman, and a ſpruce foot- 
man, who, as I found afterwards, had 
been but lately taken into my lord'sſer- 
vice, I ſtopped ſhort to liſten to the oc- 
caſion. I perceived that the coun- 
tryman was defirous of ſpeaking to his 
lordſhip; and the fellow, judging by ap- 
pearances, thought it too great a pre- 
ſumption, and would fain have turned 
him from the door; but the ruſtick was 
not ſo eaſily repulſed as the other had 


- * 
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diſtinctly were as follow—— _ — 
Footman,” I tell you, friend, I know 
not whether my lord is av home or not 
or, if he is, whether he pleaſes to he tens 
but if you let me know what buſineſs. 
you have with him, and from whom you 


be informed, and you may have your 


- 2 


to have ſuch m | | 
him. But if I muſt not ſee my lord, 


pray let me ſpeak to Mr. Downright 
the gentleman 'that dreſſes and — 
upon him; he knows me well enough, 
and wilt give me a better anſwer. 

The footman then vouchſafed to call 
the perſon he mentioned, and the coun- 
5 3 5 him 

received. - Downtight 
fhook him cordially by the hand, told 
him he was glad 


to ſee him in 
and aſked him what buſineſs bad brought 
him hither. To which the other 2. 
plied K. , 
Countryman. In good troth I did not 
come upon pleaſure ; I have buſineſs; 
very | es bufineſs, with my lord, and 
would fain ſpeak to him, if ſo be I may 
have liberty to come inte his preſence, 
as you know, Mr. Downright, I have 


| 3 time in the country 
i 


but that Mr. Finikin there, with his pig - 


without a coach or chair is admitted. 
But I will acquaint my lord you are 
as gee and I am ore will 
ee you, + F 


Downright. It is well there are ſome 
civil le in this ſame town. PIE 
Mr. ight then went on his 


meſſage : the ' footman looked 
ſheepiſh, and ſmeaked away; while 
countryman ſtrutted about the hall 
great as an emperor, til} the valet re- 
turned, and deſired him to walk up. As 
I took Mr. Goodacre; for, one of my 
Jord's tenants, and imagined be was 
only come on the ſcore of i 
leaſe, or ſome other country affairs 
hating to himſelf, which I had no man- 
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ſhould ſtay, or go dite ly out of the houſe, 


che door being then open; but a'certain 
impulſe, the neaning of which I canoot 


account for, ſwayed me to purſue my firſt 
thought, and | tui ned back and accom- 


| — him into the j reſenceof my lord, 


rom whom he met with a reception not 
commonly given by perſous of quality to 
2 man of his plajn appearance, except on 
rticular occatons. His lordſhip made 
im fit don in a chair very near himſelf, 
and, with a ſmiling countenance, and 
the greateſt affability in his voice and 
air, told him, he was glad to ſee him 
look ſo well and hearty; that he hoped 


| his wife and family enjoyed the ſame 


ſhare of good health; and then aſked 
what buſineſs had brought him up to 
London, To the former part of theſe 
abliging ſpeeches he only anſwered with 
ſeveral lo- bows, but to the latter re- 
pliedoin theſe terms — 7 
Goodacre. Why, my lord, your lord- 
ſhip knows we are going to have a new 
rliament, and ike there will be a 
great buſtle all over the king:om about 
elections; and no wonder if there be; 
every one makes us ſuch fair promiſes 
when they come to aſk us for our votes, 
that it is a hard matter to know which 
we can moſt depend upon, We have 
been ſerved baſely, very baſely, by ſome 
of our repreſentatives, and it behoves 
us to be very cautjous for the future. 
Hanorius. 2 Mr. Goodacre, 


it does ſo indeed; and I hope the nation 


will think ſo. 


' , Goodacre. Now, as to our borough, no 


man could make-finer ſpeeches to us, or 

etend he had our intereſt more at heart, 
than Squire Earnly, before he was 
choſen; yet l.: no ſooner got into the 


Houſe, than he ſhew:d he did not care a 
ſtraw for us, laughed at all our petitions 


and remonſtrances, and, I am told, 

made a merit of it to the miniſtry. - 
Honorius. I am afraid there are too 

many who have done ſo. Does the 


- ame gentleman ſet up again? 


Goodacre, No, my lord; he would 
have no chance for it if he did: we know 
him too well, he ſees that well enough. 


'But it is thought, however, that he will 


get in for ſome place or other. 

Honoriut. Nothing more likely. But 
do you hear who intends to offer him- 
ſelf in his ſtead? 


” © | " Geodacre, Ves, my lord; great in- 
tereſt is al 


making for one Captain 


$aſhbright. is as fine a perſon, in- 


7 . 
* * 
it 


h U 


deed, as the ſun ſhines 8 m, but we 
know nothing of him. He wu 4 
mended by Sir Courtly Jobber, and has 
brought a power of money down with 
him. They went together in Six Court- 
ly's coach to ******* fair, bought 3 


many things, and gave theni to 


body about them. Gyineas und — 
pieces fly about like hail; any one, al - 
moſt, may have them for pickiug up. 
Honorius. So then he may eat y carry 
it, I ſuppoſe ? e 
Goodacre. I cannot tell that, my lord. 
There was a numerous meeting at the 
Roſe about a fortnight ago, — Squire 


Well wood, of the Green, was put in no- 


mination. His family has heen ſettled 
for a long time at %, he lives 
moſt part in the country, does a great 
deal of good among the poor, and is 
mainly belov em. 
Honorius. I know him, Mr. Good - 


acre; he is certainly a very worthy gen · 


tleman. | „ 
Goodacre. Aye, my lord, he would 
have it all to nothing, if it was not ſor 
one conſideration, | 
Hurorius. What is that?: 
Goodacre, The captain has pro- 
miſed that, if he gets his election, he 
will procure an act of parliament for a 
new road to be cut, at the government's 
expence, from tg , which 
your lordſhip knows would be a great 
advantage to our market. | 
Honorius. A very great one, indeed, 
Goodacre, Aye, my lord, if we 
were ſure it would be done; but there lies 
the query. Some people will promiſe 
any thing to gain their point, and ne · 
ver think of it afterwards. We all knoy 
Squire Wellwood to he a noble gentle-- 
man, and fo may Captain Saſhbright 
too; he may, or he may not. Now we 
are ſtrangely divided in our opinions, 
whether we ought to leave the certain 
good for the uncertain better, and have 
at length relclved to be decided by your 
lordſhip. e 
Honorius. By mel! 
Goadacre. Ves, my lord. We know 
your lordſhip to be a wiſe man, and 2 
true lover of your country. Fr ins 
Honorius. I have always | 
Mr. Goodacre, that to meddle in theſs 


things would prove me deſerving neither 


of the one nor the other of the epithets 
you give me. Every elector ought te 
give his vote according to the dictates of 

is conſcience, and not ſuffer hiraſelf — 


? 

. 

1 

b 8 
| | 

„ 

| 


” 


# 


be ſwayed by any intereſt or motive what» 
ever; and for a nobleman, or other per- 


ſon of diltinction, to attempt, either — 


menaces or cajolings. to make them 


to the contrary, appears to me to be the 


molt groſs encroachunent on liberty that 


' can be offered. 


 Goodacre: But here the caſe is widely 
different, my lord. ” i 


my advice as a friend, not ſubmit to be 
verned by me as a director; it would 


therefore be ungenerous, and even cruel, 


in me, to ſuffer you to be deluded by 
falſe pretences, when it is ſo eaſily in my 
power to put you upon your gu 

againſt them, In the firſt place, you 


ought to conſider that Captain Saſh- 


bright, whatever his character may other- 
wit be, is an officer in the army; and, 


as ſuch, it is his intereſt to promote the 


continuance of a ſtanding army, and 
r ee, of thoſe taxes which are 
neceſſary for the ſupport of it. In the 
ſecond, Sir Courtly Jobber, who it ſeems 
is the perſon who recommends him, has 
for a long time, to my certain Know- 
ledge, been an agent for the miniſtry 
and is indebted for his title, and the belt 
part of the eftate he is in poſſeſſion of, 


merely to the good ſervices he has ren- 


dered them. f 
Candace Aye, marry, theſe things 
are worth thinking of indeed! So I ſu 
pole, my lord, the money he ſo plent 
1 throws about is none of his own? 
0 


- 
. 
- 


norjus. Not a doit; he will be re- 


imburied with intereſt. _ | EY 
Goodacre, And yet I know not, my 
lord, but there may be ſome among us 


fooliſh enough to be inveigled by this 


bait. Alackaday! we country le 
are ignorant of fach practices; A 
think what the great folks in town are 
doing; and a many there are that would 
not believe a word of it without good 
authority. Oh, I with your lor . 
were down at Egum Hall at this critic 
juncture! | | 


Henorius,” 1 will be there, Mr. Good- 


acre, in ſpite of the averſion I have al- 


ways had to appear at elect, ons, or to 
diftinguiſh m Aren 


love to the place which gave me birth, 


and good- will to my countrymen, ſhall 
overbalance all other conſiderations. 1 
will do all I can to ſtrengthen the weak 
= which are in danger. of being daz- 


r gold, ſhew 


* 
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any occabon, My 


hem the falſe luſtre of hi fleeting pro. 
miles,” e 7 5. 0 101 0 
ſhiplA noble ſolution nb 
. When do you return, Mr. 
Goodiere?!” © eke 
-Goodarre.' I ſhall liebut this one night 
in town, my lord, and {ſet out betime tos 
morrow mornings» eh e hew 
Honorius. I will not be two days be- 
hind you: in the mean time, you may 
tell them what I ſayyhy, er 
Goodacre. It will be joyful news to 


There L wry no farther converſation 
between them; the honeſt countryman 
roſe up to take his leave, full of trunf- 

It at the ſucceſs of his negociatipnz 

ut Lord Honorius would not per: 
him to depart, till he had rung the beſt 
for Mr. Downright,, and given orders 
that he ſhould be made welcome to 
the beſt entertainment the houſe 4. 
forded. I left him to accept the invi- 
tation, and. retu ned to my apartment, 
well ſatisfied in my mind that I was now = 
enabled to form a right judgment .of 
this nobleman's, principles and diſpeſ- 
tion, MIO „nn 


s » YL 
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(CHAP. W. 


PRESENTS THE READER WITH' Fig 
\DETATL OF A VERY REMARKABLE 
INCIDENT; WHICH, 1 BELigvy, 
IF CONSIDERED WITH A DUE AT-. 
TENTION, THERE ARE BUT EU 
. PEOPLE, FSPECIALLY or 'T wh 
FAIR-SEX, WHO WILL NOT FIND 
THEMSELVES ENABLED TO B 
COME BETTER MEMBERS OF 80- 
CIBTY BY HAVING PERUSED. 


A Certain ſacred writer tell us, that 
the tongue is an qnruly member, 

and preaches much coneerning the go- 

vernment of it; but I dare not preſu 


at tay 


to inuſt too much ou his authority, as 


be has been, with others of his cotem · 
poraries, pretty, much exploded; and I 
might be looked upon, 11 my polite 
readers, as a very old-faſhioned, filly 

fellow, to make any mention of him. 
But I may venture without running the 


riſque of being read with a ho: ſe-laugh, . 


to quote the words of another very great 
and learned perſon of a more modern 


date, who ſays that the tongue is the 
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wol dangerous of all; 
1 Ne IO deſtroying all 


.by it. 


— — — 


that what they imagine 


9 q 28 ae 
a4 
* a TR 
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all harmony, in the world; of ſowing 
diſſenſions among families; of diſunit- 
ing the hearts of the deareſt friends and 
relations; of ruining the reputation and 
Fortune of whomſoever it is levelled 
againſt; and that even murders and the 
worlt of miſchiefs may be occaſioned 


That the tongue, when at becomes the 


inſtrument of a malicious heart, carries 
a thouſand daggers in it, is a truth 
which the obſervation of every one 


evinces. But this is not all: publick 


abuſe or private ſcandal, defamation and 


detraction, are not the only vices of the 


tongue; an unguarded word is frequently 
— of the moſt unhappy conſe- 
guences; it wounds, as it were, by 
. and a perſon may be 
ſtabbed in the moſt tender part wit 
any intention in the giver of the blow. 
A talkative 1 or, in other 
words, a paſſion for repeating every 
thing one fees and hears, or even 
At, is extremely dangerous to ſociety; and 
h it is a foible proceeding rather 
from levity than i]I-nature, ſometimes 
produces the ſame effects. Thoſe guilty 
of it, perhaps, may mean no hurt; but, 


alas! they conſider not how far the per 
fon to whom they are ſpeaking may be 


intereſted in the report they make, and 
no moment 
may ſtab him to the quick. Nothing is 
more common than. for people to hurt 


- thus at random; and, by their raſhneſs, 
Yo occaſion accidents, which, if they 


Foreſaw, they would be moſt careful to 
prevent. As a late poet emphatically 
enough expreſſes it— | | 


d Thinking to ſhoot my arrow o'er the 
© houte, 
have kill'd my bro ther. 


But this ioadvertancy as great a 
weakneſs as it dvubtl ; is, has in it 


ſomewhat yet more excuſable than to re- 


veal a ſecret which we are conſcious muſt 
give the hearer in. I confeſs that this 
is ſometimes e through good-will ; 
but then it is a very miſtaken good-will 


mn many cafes. If I know a perſon ſu- 
Mains an injury, and has it in his power 


to redreſs the grievance, it is certainly 
my duty to acquaint him with it; but 
when the evil is without a remedy, it is 


_ infinitely more kind to ſuffer him to re- 
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the imagination of it; and if we firmlz 
believe ourſelves poſſeſſed of w 
wiſh, it is the ſame thing as bei 
reality. How cruel is it, then, for 
one to draw back the friendly 
that hides ill- fortune from us, and com, 
us to hehold our wretchedneſs! 
very one who is thus unhappily unde- 
ceived, may cry out with inn, in 
the play 7 | OLE + f 


Des gr 
di wake me ny dream 
© © of bliſs! 3 Wen, | 
4 Why bring me from that ſcene of fancied 
10 n 
© To 24 real anguiſh, horror, und de- 
© ſpair!' „55 SS 
Man unhappy znflancesof theſe well⸗ 
meant ill offices have come to my know- 
ledge fince I was 2 the gift 
of Invifbility ; but I ſball recite only 
one of them, which, as it is a very late 
tranſaction, and but few people e, 
the real truth of, is at preſent a matter of 
much ſpeculation among cath who, are 


any way acquaiated wi 
concerned, or have even heard their 
names. | 1 
Meroveus and Deidamia-were an ex- 
treme happy pair; the railers againſt 
marriage could find nothing in the con- 
duct of either of them to countenance 
any farcaſm$ on that ſtate. The moſt 
tender affection had been the chief, if 
not the ſale motive of the union between 
them; and the ſecure and uninterrupted 
poſſeſſion of each other, inflead of dimi- 
niſhing, ſeemed rather to increaſe | 
mutual ardour, and their firit bridal 
fondneſs appeared in their behaviaur af- 
ter having ſerved a more than ſeven years 
ticeſhip to Hymen. Yet how, on 
a ſudden, have we ſeen all this ſweet ſe- 
renity turned into ſtorms and tempeſts 


Meroveus and Deidamia,' who it was 


thought could not have lived a fingle 
week out of each other's preſence, are 
now parted; according to all i- 
lity, parted to meet no more in love. 
ides the many great accompliſh- 
ments which juſtified the affeRion the) 
ſo long had towards each other, both © 
them were accounted perſons of an ex- 


cellent underſtanding and folid ſenſe 


Nothing, therefore, n 8 | 
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amaxed the world, than that they ſhould 


come to this open rupture; even though 
ſome little cauſe of complaint had hap- 
either on the one fide or the other. 

An event ſo ſtrange, ſo little dreamed 
of, put all conjecture to a ſtand ; people 
retended not even to gueſs what ſhould 
C the 2 roger to —_—_— ſo 
t a m z the accompliſhment 

g that nn jk reſerved by fate for 
the Inviiible Spy alone. The manner 
in which I . 4 this diſcovery, I ſhall 


relate as conciſely as the converſation 


which let me into it will admit of 
s I was one day taking a ſolitary 
k on Conſtitution Hill, I ſaw Deida- 
mia leaning on the arm of Eutracia, a 
lady of birth and fortune, who hai been 
bred up with her at the boarding-ſchool, 
and ever fince been her moſt intimate 


friend and companion. Juſt as they 


approached the place where I was, 
the following tn began between 
them a . 

Deidamia. Now for the ſecret you 
have to tell me; methinks I have a more 
than ordinary impatience to hear it, and 
we cannot be more retired: no living ſoul 
is near us, and there is no danger of any 
one coming to interrupt our diſcourſe, as 


all the world are in the Mall. 


Zutracia. I will not keep you lo 


in ſuſpence, my dear; but firſt you mu 
anſwer two or three queſtions I have to 


aſk you, and then reſolve to arm your- 
ſelf with all the fortitude you are miſ- 
treſs of, not to be too much ſhocked at 
what I ſhall relate. 

Deidamia. I cannot conceive that 
there is any thing which either you or 
any one elſe can tell me capable of giv- 


ing me a ſhock, But pray, what is it 


you would know from me? | | 
Eutracia. The town looks upon you 
as one of the moſt happy women in it; 
is it trye that you arereally ſo? 
Deidamia. Indeed, my dear, I think 
myſelf ſo; and if I would labour to be 
more bleſſ » know not how to form a 
fingle wiſh beyond what I poſſeſs. 
utracia. There are many private 
eauſes of diſquiet, , which prudence 
obliges us to ceal. Are you tho- 
roughly convinced of the on o 


r hyſband?, | 
15 damia. I never had the leaſt cauſe 
to doubt. itz and the tenderneſs I have 
for him. is ſo ſincere and delicate, as I 


think would make me cafily perceive a 


. A K 
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ru tuyteinttg err. 29g .. 
ou aſk ? you cannot have any reaſon to 


uſpect imm | & Jr. 
 Eutracia. Ab, poor Deidamia! 
Deidamia. Why do you figh, and 
look fo piteouſly upon me? Some wretch 
has certainly belied Meroveus to you. 
Ewutracia. No. But one more in- 
terrogatory, and 1 have done. Does he 
never abſent himſelf without letting you 
know where he goes ? never- lie 
his own houſe? | | 


Deidamia. Very ſeldam, and that 


but lately. An intimate friend of hie 


makes his addreſſes to a young lady at 


Hammerſmith. He frequently de 

my huſband's company with him, ane 
they ' ſometimes ſtay all night; when 
having 1 it is dangerous to 
2 bs » as the roads are now 
infeſted. | 


the innocent !-=Meroveus is a villain ! 
Deidamia. How, Eutracia! a vil- 
lain! Had. any other called him ſo, m 
reſentment ſhould have ſhewn how by. 
I deſpiſed fo baſe an accuſation. 
Eutracia, Alas! it is your on 


and honour makes you fo tenacious of 
his, but he is falſe in both; and Iagain 
repeat the name, he is a villain! and wilt 


put it in your power to prove him ſo, by 


| the teſtimony of your, owni eyes and 
ears, provided you promiſe to give hin 
no previous hints, that you have diſco- 


vered. or even ſuſ his rfid * « 

' Deidamia. B97 5 eee En 

cia, is he a villain? 5 1 
Eutracia. He keeps a miſtreſs; ſome 


common wench, no doubt: but he 


adores, doats on her, pretends himſelf her 
huſband; and thoſe nights when you 


imagine him at Hammerſmith, he paſſes * 


with her. 


The tender Deidamia was now ſo 
overcome at theſe words, that her ſpi-. 


rits quite farſaok her, and ſhe muſt cer- 
tainly have fallen on the earth, if they 
had not happened to be very near 2 
bench, at the lower end of the walk, 


where Eutracia placed her. The keeper - 
of the gate perceiving her condition, was 


ſo humane as to ryn and 'fetch ſome 
water, which being ſprinkled on her 


of face, ſoon brought her to herſelf; Eu- 
tracia, on ſeeing her fair friend thus 


was, very much concerned at what ſhe 


had done; for ſhe could not refirain 
ſome tears from falling down her eyes, 


e 


For 


Eutracia. How eaſy is it to deceive | 
a 


_ 
5 I » 
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lier. 


My deareſt . if 1 nad not 
thought you would have received this 
4 intelligence with . 2 

J ſhould have been for ever [pnorant of 
it.“ The afflifted lady made no fe- 
ply to rheſe words; bur in à few mi- 
dutes growing ſomewliat more com- 

„ quitted the bench, and ſeaning * 
on Eutracia, the converſation was re- 
fiewed in this manner 

you capable Oh, Eutracia! little are 

u ca able of conceiving the agonies 

, dittracted, biceding heart, ſu- 

155 Vet I muſt know all. Teil 

fie 14 what means you got information 

this horrid ſecret, and how you are 
kſſured of it's veracity. 

" Ektracia. It was not = intention 
to conceal any part of ir; but you mult 
1 to liſten with calmnefs to 


Della. Iwill. 

Eatratia. Well, then, I 
a0 I believe you know Mrs, Flounce- 

my mantua-maker. 

Deidumia. I ſaw her once. You 
may remember I was with you when 
the brought home your laſt new ſacque. 

Buatracia. That woman, you muſt 
know, has an intereſt with ſome foreign 
merchants, 'and can frequently oblige 

cuſtomers with ſome curious things 
Which are prohibited to be ſold in pub- 
She came laſt Monday, and ac- 
1 me that ſhe had ſeveral patterns 
the moſt beautiful chintz that ever 

I went the next morning in 


1 will fell you 


were ſeen. 


| vftter to ike them, and was carried into 


a back parlour, for the fake of privacy. 
As I was looking over the goods, I 
Heard a man call from the top of the 
Mair-cafe,'to know if the coach was 
come. I thought myſelf perfectly ac- 


Juainted with the voice, though I could 


lone fuck thihg, hap 


not juſt then recolle& whoſe it was; 
but preſently after ſaw Meroveus lead a 
woman acroſs the garden, at the lower 
end of which there is a little door that 
opens into another ſtreet. A pebble, or 
ening to lie in th; 
Walk, me ſtum led in paſſing; on which 
"Jie cried out, with the greateſt 3 
ves, 1 hope you are 15 hurt, m 


1 Idve!— No, replied ſhe, deny; 

3 or at All. 7 receive 1 8 
30 ice hen 6 

near. 1 was ſo altonithet 8 af © 


0 and heard, that 1 E not 1 5 to 


Apes k; till Mrs. Flounceit, "ſeeing me 
Took carteftly after them, told me they 


the Park, he told me 


© an intrigue.— 
© they were Nene 10 75 i by : 
e gentleman who formerly FE 
5 me himſelf, one Sir David ly.” 
er yo 1 Kr Da ir E 

only! e is the on 
my huſband Wo he 1 
Hammerſmith. 

Eutracia. It is very KEY ti ty 
be his confidant in 1 amour. 

Deidamia. Vet ſtill I know not bas 
to think it real; one man may be like 
auether. Are you certain it was Me- 
roveus whom you faw? 

Eutracia. As eeftain as that it is 
Deidamia to whom I am talking. Di 


he not lie "ag; Se. Monday night? 


Deidamia e did. 


Eutracia. And had he not on a aut | 


brown velvet _ and a black waiſtcoat 
trimmed with bugles? . 3 
Deidamia. He bye! bat in 
longer ſhur my convittion 
The dreadful rn; 10 15 king to be 
reſiſted, and I ſee myſelf the of mike. 
rable of women! 
©  Futracia, Do not r e 
exert the Tpirit of an injured 
him in his güflt, ame Him Hy — 
ance, and make him fue for p don... 
Deifamia, Oh chat ſuc veas ours 
has been ſhould comè to this. | 
Eutracia. All may be Tet ns 


your juſt 11 Me! oh 
lothe his follies, and may nike Mn 
yours than if he never had tranſgreſfed. 
he flext time he takes his, preti 100 
journey to Hain merfmith, let nie know 
padde He is gone thither fiow. 
Juſt before you came to call the to che 


ir David Kid en- 
his col „and he believed he 
Eid not return till morning. © 
Euttacia. Wen, chen, f 
wet, wy deur De Didi) 5 


met by tho 
8 7 75 bo be le 1 


e g 15 new e ee 
e | 
dee g your h 


5. Deuser 85 8 8 | 


. 


— ww 


oo 990 
| curſed, the 
da trea ſe 15 e upon earth, my 

and* 8 ol. 


eek vehement 


OB | PEAS 


,. 
ar” 


a went ere 


10 


has, robbed” me of the 


into 9 
Hor ig gin talline Re- 


membrancer being ale Jeet Ly 


ty ſay that her behaviour ver 
95 Li A, * M Mr. Nat. Lee; wha, in 


bi criptian he gives of the ache 
of Futon in rn, has thele 
1 Mag 


« Thy oak ut thunder, dread the wy 
ing wind, 

And glitt'r ſwords the brighteſt 

8 wif 1 N 


« Yer when Rrong a enflames the 
2 woe ny ber 


« The weak will rage, and calms 10 tem» 
a e, 


The ladies N their walks till 


Phorbus * 10 Ke o withdraw his 
heams, * ge \ thought proper to re- 
tire from approaching dews. Eu- 
tracia, juſtly apprehending the agitations 
of hes. friend would me more vio» 
lent if left alone and at liberty to in- 


dulge them, offered do be her com jy | 


nion that night, which'the other g 


_ accepted; and I faw them take coach to 


Foote for Deidamia's * aftet which 


6 


0 > A r. v. 
WHICH, ACcorvinG TO THE Au- 
THOR'S OPINION, STANDS IN NO 
' NEED OP A PRELUDE, s ir con- 
TAINs ONLY THE SE VEL | AN 
ADVENTURE TOO INTERE mg 
10 ALE DEGREES OF PEOPLE NOT 
10 DEMAND THE ATTENTION or 


var 3 eee l F 


Wag in alice 
D 1 1 ned 6 jt ſu- 
ned; and but ſed with Eu- 
traciag either for oaks formation 2 

hag givep her af it, or for adviding her 
ae; * 


n 


THE INVISIBLE rr. ns. 
PoE r n og 


N bart th: * 


not from being told-ſo by others, 


Ws we look upon av 7 25 our A 


e who attempts to have recourſe 10 
8 ber only þ — herſelf, 1 


certed between them: indeed, I I feared 
that the conſeguefices of ſuch an Thitep 2 
view would be only to make tbe hüfz⸗ 
band Vecome more hardened ae gu, 


and her N ncny by NP + 


Me" men By dern Fre 
_ ye ego If ever Ws 2 A 

1 OUYs deformation . 
oo OR Us VN 3 it lvl | red f 

conſciouſneſs they have IS ami! 


is a pride. 1 in human nature which dis 
dains ad monition, and makes us perf 
in error, which, if not taken 5 
rhaps in time we, might diſcover 40, 
tuchs grow. alhamed of, and amen 
Beſides, remobſtrances, from a 


or, either in point 
or circumſtances, will be RR 
avivg any weight, that they * 
Ta to our contempt, 
, 9 us an utter 5 
giver om! made the 
touch t 2 of the wite, t 2 
Tyr s his authority, it i ooh 
he ſub mits ip he in luenced 
atters of m 
an his lealbres.” 
1 when a woman is wrong 
the manner Deidamia was, it mu 
Fonfelled that the ſhock is Sy yy 
hs and that ſhe has the £ 7 f 
for complaining; yet 1 
nd it nal ves hy to Iorbe 
and gentlen only weappns 
which that ſex can Nos to conquer at 


not to ſy her huſband's vi 
will, at leaſt, oblige Nemo bor | 
as private 44 he Wk re 
ber with all the reſpe& 455 1 
raſter, ny, the 55 

4 w e he owing 5 0 
and im — es vi 
N * 1559 Ds tbe. 


1 97 
2 and del tio 2 e mw 
ne or 0 7 a anc 


Rag on this head, 4 1:th 
730570 3 
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whe 218115 to be N 1 
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conceal, can ever love the perlon by 


hom he is detected. The words of 


the author I mentioned are theſe 


c Forgiveneſs to the injur'd does belong; 
6 But they ne er pardon who have done the 
F 8 2 


Theſe reflections, together with my 
impatience to ſee haw Deidamia would 
ſupport the full conviction of her huſ- 
band's falſchood, ſo much took up my 
mind, that it was a conſiderable time be- 
fore T remembered how great an impe- 
diment lay between me and the granfi- 
tation of my curioſity. Mrs. Flounce- 
It's houſe was to be the ſcene of action; 
Und the ladies, during their whole con- 
verſation, had made no mention in what 
ſtreet, nor even in what quarter of the 
town, that woman lived: however, as I 
iippoſed her to be a noted woman in 
r buſineſs, I hoped to get over this 


Uiculty; asd did ſo, by ſending an 


iſſary to enquire among the mercers, 


hoop-petticoat-makers, and other ſuch 


people who are employed in the equip- 
ments of the ladies; and I went not to 


| bed without receiving the direction 1 


ſtood in need of. RE | 

As I knew not the hour in which Me- 
Yovers and the partner of his looſer plea- 
res would be preparing to depart, nor 
that in which Deidamia would be con- 
Uucted by Eutracia to behold this proof 
of her misfortune, 1 took care to go 


very early to Mrs. Flounceit's, and was 


obliged to wait a conſiderable time be- 
1e the door happened to be opened to 
t ahy one paſs in or out: a laſt, 
however, it was ſo; I got an oppor- 
unity to enter, went into the back par- 


it which I thought would be the ſafeſt and 


moſt commodious, My patience was not 


here put to any long trial; the ladies ar- 


Aiſſembled it as v 


rived a few minutes after I came; uſhered 
into the room by Mrs. Flounceit, who 
Plated them on a ſet ee with a great deal 
of formal complaiſange, and then made 
ſome apologies, as many people do 
when they are dreſſed as well as they can 
be, for Being in ſuch a diſhabille, and 
not in the order. ſhe could wiſh to re- 
WD” 


Q % 


„It was eaſy for me to perceive, by 


Deidamia's countenance, how ill ſhe 


had paſſed the night; Eutracia alſo 


THE INVISIBLE 8PY. 


ur, and poſted myſelf in that corner of 


cjand ted 


after giving ſome ſlight anſwer to Mrs, 
Flounceit's compliments, told her ſhe 
had brought a friend to look over ſome 
of her fine things ;. on which the man- 
tua- maker immediate iy opened a large 
preſs, and brought out ſeveral pieces of 
chintz, with ſome French brocades, and 
rich Italian filks; theſe ſhe ſpread upon 
a table, accompanying that action with 
many praiſes on the beauty and curiof 
of each. But itwas in vain the boaſted, 
in vain ſhe ,magnified; all ſhe ſaid, as 
well as the real merit of the goods ſhe 
exhibited to ſale, was 'wholly loſt on 
Deidamiaz the mind of that\afflied lady 
was too much bent on. thoſe things 
which the expected to he witneſs of, 
to have any eyes or ears for thoſe which 
were not prelent to her; ſhe took up firſt 
one piece, and then another; but wich- 
out ſeeming to know what the did; and 
had ſomething ſo diſtracted in her air 
and geſtures, that Eutracia was obliged 
to keep Mrs. Flounceit in diſcourſe, to 
revent her taking any notice of it. Her 
behaviour, joined with my knowledge 
of the cauſe, reminded me of Mr. Dry - 
een. — if ſhe had been in- 
elined to thin „ ſhe might 
pretty juſtly have applet to 13 
dition in this criſis 4x 8H 


© Love, juftice, nature, pity, and revenge, 

© Have kindled a wildfire in my breaſt; 

© amy all a civil war within, - © 

And, like a veſſel ſtruggling in a ſtorm, 

© Require mare hands than one to'keep me 
vpritzht.“ e „ 


But if ſhe was ſo little able to ſup- 
port the bareidea of the ſhock ſhe came on 
purpoſe to vyeceive, what muſt ſhe En- 
dure when ſuſpenſe, and all the re- 
mains. of hope, were ſwallowed up ip 
the cruel, e of her misfortune, 
and conviction left no farther. room for 
doubt? The maid of the houſe came 
into the room with a chocolate - pot in 
her hand, and told her miſteſs/that the 

entleman and lady above ſtairs gave 
their compliments, and defired_the fa- 
vour of her company to breakfaſt with 
them. Mrs. Flounceit was about 
make ſome anſwer to this 1 el 
when Deidamia, not able to contain her- 
ſelf, flew out of the parlour, and di- 
realy u fairs, where ſhe found Mero- 
veus'and a young woman ſitting, on the 
fide of the bed they had but lady quit- 
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by eee So bn en rr, Fe 


' Deidamia had ſcarce entered the cham- 


ber, when the ſurpriaed the guily ir 


with theſe Aden, I have a right 
« to think my company ought to 


.« Flounceit, of any other woman. 


faſt as ſhe could, in order, I ff to 


any deſperate effects of 
Font pal 3, Ar was not far 3 


But ĩt belt 4 for the reader to 
conceive the ſurprize which a in 
s it; with a voice 


he ſtarted up, and, 
— almoſt unintelligible, faid to 


. 
Madam, what brings you here? 
Deidamia. Thatis a 1 
| ought ratber to be put to you. I came 
in purſut of an vngrateful, too much 
beloved huſband : you to indulge a law- 
leſs flame for an abandoned proſtitute 
 Merowtus. Madam, e this 
does not r err ©, 
Deidamia 


make pitiful axcuſes for your abſence, 
and ſkulk in corners with a wretch like 
this=this abje& hireling of licentious 
wiſhes!" | 
Miftreſt. Madam, I would not have 
you think I am any ſuch perſon : I did 
not know Meroveus was a married man. 
Deidamia. Tis falſp, vile creature 1 
You could not know Meroveus, with- 
_— knowing he had a wife; a wife who, 
ing, is every wa his equal. 
But e, out of my fight, that I may 
have to alk my perjured huſband 
what he ge ſee in that face GER 
to be preferred to mine. 
On this 1 was openin 
mouth to ſpeak, was prevent 
Mrs. Fhounceit; who being aſtoniſhed 
on the lady running up ſtars, and by 
the noiſe the immediately heard above, 


t the room 
nat moment as entered 
Mrs. — His me! what is 
| Cadena” Prrka | 


_ 
8 *— your h 


I Mr. Flounceit. . ae 
I broth-11 Heaven 
Eatracia. My fri 

jaderd,, e 


_ the 23 of Meroveus, than for me roex- | 


ſe is —_— 


8 THE INVISIBLE sry. 


« acceptable to Meroveus a9 that of Mrs, | | 
| Eutracia hal followed Deidamia ns to 


which the various emotions of his mind wn 


to leave your honeſt home and pr 


but 


had hobbled up as faſt as her fat would | 


— 


We Ong j and that woman, there, 
better x wa proſtitute. + / 


I. Flounceit. © the vile 1 


Confuſion ! Deidamia * 
take care ta defend” 


© ſults whatſoever.” Then turning to 

idamia, went on thus. Ag — 
4 Madam, Jou have only ed me, 
* and undone yourſelf. I will never 
© ſre you more]! He then took his 
trembling miſtreſs by the hand, to lead 
her down ſtairs: Deidamia, in 'the ut- 
moſt agony of ſpirit, followed him; and 
catching him by the arm; cried out to 


him Oh tay, PEE You will 
© not, ſure, add i I | 


Sta 
1 2 ue you, a — 
Tq which he replied Stand 
s A Madam! Your touch is now 
: more hateful to me than ever it was - 
+ pm ble; ſo leave you to 8 the 
© cauſe.” 


This cruel rebutf not a0 ber et 
go the 3 ſhe by taken of 
threw with t — 
and im an inſtant was out of 5 
with his diſſolute companion; who was, 
8 as himſelf to en 


where ſhe could © noth 
if Deia xpe#t nothing 


affronts; 


* 


0 
: p 
» *.. 


, 1 5 2 5 | | J 
Rage had till now kept up 2 
s 


of ng eng lady; but the 


vals of ſenſe could only cry out Cru- 
el, barbaraus Meroveus! Unfaithful, 
9 ungenerous 
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q, — dufhantl ! Goqd Heaven! 
r what uskrewn N am I 
39 thusraſerable!* Neicher Ka- 
tracia rs. Flounceit omitted _ 
thi de pen which-they\1 
. lerve to give her coſolaton but 
alithey could do was er err pr 
was. tome hours before. (be, wagiguoy 
necuvexed even to bg carried home. fs 
ſoon as ſhe was, Eutracia went with: her 
in tnecoachgand I wallged home, taughed 
to the very ſoubat ine fight of her didreſs. 
I have already given the xgader; my; 
ypinias concerning the extromertolly of 
mealing unwelcome ſegrets. -to — 
trignds ʒ ſo ſhall forbeay addivg an 
ther reflgtians on that head, —.— 
aced, with as, much brevity as the ltory 
will admit, 40:the cataſtrophe of this un- 
. adventure. 
nt-the next, morning to the houſe 
of Meroveus, and was convinced, by 
what I heard the fervants. ſay among 


themſelves, that he had not been at home 


that nightz which, indeed, I feared 
vnuld be the caſe. On m Sang ur 
ſtairs, I found Deidamia lying on 
couch, in a very dejected, . 
polbure. Eutracia was ſitting near her; 
that lady, it ems, having never quit 
der ſinoe the-unfortunate viſit they made 
tagether at Mrs. Flounceit's. But as the 
Ai courſe between them cunſiſted only of 
complaints on the one ſide, and perſua - 
Gans to moderation on tlie other, I think 
it not mater al enough to be inſerted. 
I dad ot been in the room above . 
ter af an hou, before a ſervant 
moms letter w Deidamia; it was — 
band. and contained theſe 1 ines 


4 MADAM» 
(4 Am determined ME which I 
nam certain is utterly impraticable = 


bor me tp do with you, 
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© py in loyg, it. 
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8 t9 Fit 
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© Haces ygu arg arcul 
© and hope. you wi 


ig ours; A 


, th l Bars 
— 2 ae 1 


WOES Þ IF. 1 Gat 2 0-mompw 
* for the things 1 mentia 1 BP L 


wy fair readers. wil be ** | 
of what 'Nadania, fe ing her 


' huſband had taken x 1 fed whic 


could not but give, the artal ſta 

both to her love and of U 
a little after haying, read eu gave it 
to Eutracia, crying out e We, 


wich che greatelt emphaſis . See t 
© my dear 8 | wicked 

* hand is the ſole — ir yet 

* to he the. perſon who 

© reſent!* That young 1235. 

all fre and ſyiit, a not oy, who a 


a, 7 eee with 


2 e, 660 10 Th Z 


{. page A i er ot p us. be I mig 64.4 
* &han in heat pom (if. Aba . 
rest «in: cool bloody 254 6% W to, progeed e 
{maſt mature delibera Tn 2 — this woſt injurious man ? 
© an cterpal diſanion. wy bethe copſe-. Deidamia. Indeed I know not... 
© quence of your behaviour, nor ſuould Ne If I rein 1 50 
tengues of angels diffuade me Abe bim ſuch 


1 bun bg raſalution: you will do vel 
© to bear.i it with patience, as the misſoy- 
* tuns, if it ma be one, IE 
5 entirely theapgh, your n fan 

'* TojJeaueyaoy na juſt ga ſan 40. 
© plain, I Gall order the joguture, ſett 
eon yau by ohr Marriage articles, to 


oo nor look gh 1 


man, and aſked, 


Wy 
0 i 


e 
1 to —.— — — 


owever. 


She then un 


brought. — 
ar. *. 4 1 EEE 


n 1 8 


— 


r FO* .. O40 # C8 


have a meſſage to 


© throw 


TIR Trin sr v. 
en. Noe, Maim, ne only bid ape 
me deliver it inito'your oh bands, and 


told me my maſter ordered me to come 


to him about two hours hence at George's 


Coffer - Houſe, and bring ſome linen 
with me. 
Deidamia.. Tis very well. But do 
not go till L have _ o you again I 
to ſend by you. 
i T0 gages her he would not 
ail to obey her commands, and 'with- 
drew; ear which the fat down to ber 
eſcritoire, tobk pen and paper, and be- 
gan to write in the following terms — 


© Cruel and unjuſt, yet Rill dear Ma- 


= 


7 #ovevus! 


0 JF there needed any other proof than 

_ © thiat (Gameful one I yeſterday was 

* witneſs of, that I am miſerable in the 

"6 * fofs of your affection, the letter 
ve 


© 'T' have Juſt ny feceived would be a 


'* cotivincing one. What! after ſeven 
© years conjugal tenderneſs, pelfect and 


© {incere'on my fide, and well diſſembled 
on yours, can you entertain a thought 
* of 'patting ? of tearing a family to 


L pigees winch has hitherto lived fo pe- 
Ly 


ectable in the world? Muſt I be 
© doomed to mourn a huſband's Joſs 


even while that huſband lives? Muſt 


my fon be bred an alien to his mother, 
© and my dau ter a ſtranger to her fa- 
ther? O thitik, Merovevs ! and if no 


'* conſideration of 'mevhas any weight, 


© let that of your own reputation, and 


- © the intereſt of our children, prevail on 


voni io alter this cruel reſolution! We 
© may at leaſt [ive civilly together, if not 
© with the ſame fondneſs as before this 


accident. Yet why ſhopld we not?'I 


© am willing to meet you more than half 


Way in love. You cannot we 4 but 
Ten a 1 RE OR- :' 
der point. I confeſs I was too ra 


© in the manner of deteting you. We 
© both have been to blame. What is 
done cannot be recalled, but it may 
© be repented of; let us exchange for- 


5 giveneſt, audendeavour to forget what 
a ps a time when every little 


* ailment felt by your Deidamia gave 
© equal pain to-you; oh! gan 1 then 

g off at once- al BR 
©'vity, all remorſe, for the agomjes you 


' coqpes uk he Koide may pete 


0: with, ' 7 


a letter hic 


* effectual 


l 4 huma- P 


+ infallibly attend a-feparation froh her 
© whoever has been, and deſires to con- 
0 tinue, *with the greateſt fince 24 * | 


© moſt faithful, ' and "moſt affeRibna 


and put it into his hands to deliver to 


his maſter; bidding him ſay withal, that 


ſhe was very much indiſpoſed. , 
© After he was gone, the ladies b 


to enter into ſome diſpute concerning the 
authority of a huſband, and 433. ä 


that was expected from a wife; but bl 
could promiſe myſelf no farther infor- 
mation by their diſcourſe on this ſub- 
jc, and, beſides, remembering that.I 


had Tome buſineſs of my own to diſpatch, ' 


"2 


I left the place that inſtant, hot without 
an intention to return thither the nent 


day, Accordingly I went in themprn- 
ing, aud found poor Dei:famia almoſt 
drowned in .tears, and walking back- 
wards and forwards in one of her rooms 
22 
theſe freſh agonies I ea ceiv 
u open meſh oy table; = 
contents whereof were as follow 
1 
OO , ane 
Have been in ſome debate 'within 
* my mind, whether to anfwer your 
© epiſfle in the manner I now do, or not 
© to anſwer it at all, would be the moſt 
aqs to prevent your giv- 
© ing me of yourſelf any farure trouble. 
© "You find T have purſued the Mars 


© theſe methods, any Spy 08 hm | | 
ot to involve 


© have diſcretion enough not 
© me in a ſecond dilemma on this ſcore. 


aq 1 


© ſeparation without had ihg well weighed 


© the conſequences attending it, and find 


them ſuch as can no way come in com- 


t petition with my peace of mind; with- | 


out which liſe would be a curſe, 


bed a bed of thorns, my table 3 


| « fart, 
„ 
* 


Be” : 


* fart, my houſe a hell, and every friend 


| — that came to viſit, a fury to torment 
me. | | 
© See the reverſe your jealous folly 
© has occaſioned! tax me not, t ore, 
© with ingratitude. A thouſand times 
© you have confeſſed you thought your- 
© ſelf as happy as a woman could be, 
and it is certain you were truly ſo. 
During the whole courſe of the years 


© we lived together, you never had the 


© leaft ſhadow of a cauſe to complain of 
© my want either of reſpe& or tender- 
© neſs. If I indulged any pleaſures 


'© which I imagined would give you diſ- 


© quiet, I took care to be very private 
in them. Why, then, did you ſuffer 
© yourſelf to be led by an idle curioſity 
© to pry into ſecrets which the diſcovery 
© of muſt give you pain, and poſſibly 
prove the total deſtruction of that love 
© which once you called your greateſt 
« bleſſing? 
Ilt is doubtleſs beſt for both of us, 
'© as you rightly enough obſerve, to for- 
19 Rae is paſt; but am far from 
inking it can be done by the way 

© you mean. No, to forget can onl 
© be accompliſhed by avoidin exch 

© other's preſence, and ceaſing all kin 


© of communication between us. I ſhall 


© therefore give orders to my ſervant to 
© charge himſelf with no letter or meſ- 
© ſage you may think fit to ſend; and 
* © defire you will aſſure yourſelf, that this 
© js. the very laſt you ever ſhall receive 
* from me. Farewel. I wiſh you all 
/ © happineſs in any other ſphere of life 
© than that you lately lived in with 


« Mgrovevs.' 


After having examined this epiſtle, 
T liſtened to what paſſed between Eutra- 


cia and Deidamia: but though I ſtaid wan 
and Thelamont, 


till my Tablets were crouded, I ſhall for- 
bear inſerting the particulars of theſe la- 
dies diſcourſe, for reaſons which will be 
hereafter explained; and only ſay in 

neral, that Eutracia would fain have 
Pirited np her friend to reſentment and 
diſdain againſt a huſband whom ſhe 
thought ſo unworthy of her; that Dei- 


damia's love overcame her ſex's pride; 


and, in fins, that the one argued like a 
virgin, and the other like an affectionate 


wife. 


huſband to a reconciliation, I canngt be 


poſitive.; but believe ſhe did not, for 


* 


Whether Deidamia made any 
further attempts to move her obdurate 
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me retired. ſoon aſter) into the co 
whence (he is but lately returned .- I u.. 


whatever her may endure,- hat 


very much regained her uſual com- 
poſure of countenance and behaviour. 


nA 5 


18 SOMEWHAT MORE CONCISE TRAY 


ORDINARY, BUT TO THE PUR- 
POSE; AND WILL BE FOWND NOT 
THE LEAST WORTHY OF ANY IN 
THE BOOK OF BEING REGARDED 
WITH ATTENTIOR. 


A during the courſe of theſe lueu- 
brations I have been extremely 


circumſtantial in the reports I have 


made, the reader has a right to be ſur - 


prized that I omitted the diſcourſe be- 
tween Deidamia and Eutracia; I ſhall, 
therefore, according to my promiſe, 
relate my motive for ſo doing, and flat- 
ter myſelf it is ſuch as will render me 
perfectly excuſable in this point. Much 
about the time of the adventure related 
in the two preceding chapters, I hap- 
pened to be witneſs of a converſation 
which, though between different per- 
ſons, and on a very different 29s? rol 
was ſtill on the ſubje& of marriage, the 
authority of a huſband, and the ſubmiſ- 
ſion expected from a wife ; I left out the 
former, and made choice of the latter, 


Two ſiſters, whoſe characters I pre- 
ſent to the publick under the names of 


| as of the two the moſt intereſting. 


Flavia and Celemena, have both of them 


a tolerable ſhare of beauty, but no other 
ualiſication, either natural or acquired, 
that could entitle them to the hope of 
an elevated ſtation ; yet, by the benevo- 
lent aſpe& of their happy pms are 
become. the brides of Alcandor 
rſons diſtinguiſhed 
in the world by their birth and fortune, 
and ſtill more ſo by the greatneſs of their 
merit. Theſe nuptials, ſo aſtoniſhing 
to the town, and which happenet ſoon 
after one another, gave me a curioſity to 


"diſcover, by the help of my Inviſibiſity, 


in 1 faſhion N 2 3 
themſelves in a ife ſo altoge · 
ther new to them, and ſo little enpected, 
even in their vaineſt wiſhes, ever to ar- 
ne... 3 
Flavia was the eldeſt, and it was to 
her I made my firſt viſit, She was in 


| her drefſing-room, Bunt it ar 09% 


e e . 6 i, £ 


with her waiting -maid behind her, giv- 
ing the finiſhing ſtroke to her head - tire. 
1 was alſo there, and ſtood 
leaning his elbow on a bureau, with a 
neal of diſſatisfaction in his coun- 
—— while ſhe kept looking in the 
glaſs, and, without turning her head 
towards him, ſaid 5 
Flavia. Priythee, Thelamont, let 
us talk no more of this ſtuff; I am quite 
ſick of it. 
of thele things, and it is in vain to per- 
has me, for I will not be contra- 
1 


Thelamont. Y ou will not, then, oblige 
me? 

Flavia. Poſitively no; not when 
you intermeddle in theſe affairs, 

Thelamont. Well, then, Madam, I 
ſhall ſay no more; but muſt * x 
that It tl had ari 
this — 0 4 complai PEP | 

ith theſs words. he flun out of the 

room, and ſhe ſaid to herſelf— 

Flavia. Piſh! was there ever any 
thing ſo teazing ! 


me my gauze handkerchief. | 
. A, you would wear your new 


Hin Ves —no—it will 
ſhew too much of my neck. - 
Maid. Oh, Ma'am, your ladyſhip 
cannot ſhew too much of ſo beautiful a 


" That's true: but I ſcratched 
one of my breaſts ns php nes 


ing. 
"Maid. Oh the ugly pin! I wiſh I 
br which it was, that I crook 
ite double, and throw itin the fire. 
| uf as the maid had expreſſed her re 
ſentment againſt the weapon that had 
wounded her miſtreſs, Celemena came 
into the roomy and, after ſaluting her ſiſter 
74 - blos nat dhip, ſaid to her 
of their and friendſhip, ſaid to 
elemena. What is the matter, my 
dear ſiſter? Vou edge pleaſed to- 


s - 

lavia.- not very well 

pleaſed; nor, . No uch diſpleaſed. 
Calemena. I met 8 

out as I came in. I thought he 

more reſerved than uſual, and in 2 very 


ill humour, 

Flavia... If he c to be ſo, it 
would-be a pity any 0 e ſhould 18 
- to put him vut of i it. 


[ 
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Lam certainly me beſt judge 


| Men are mighty _ 
fooliſh ſometimes.—Catharine, bring n 


they are ſo foo 


| 3 


table to the nearneſs ' has now ſeen 


' Celemena. | deje no mild; 
R 
. A we underſtand ons 
I underſtand that 
l to take upon Hi 


Friis — of my actions, and he 


underſtands that I will not let him do itz 
ſo we have exchanged a few words this. 
morning, that's all. 

» Have acare, lifter; quar- 
rels in tbe 


inning of marriage 
miſe but little wb, in the ——— 
of that ſtate. 


Flavia. That's true : but it is very 

pros oking when a man will needs inter- 

ere in (hings he has no manner of con- 
cern with. 


— ? 

Flavia, Why, you muſt know, he 
wants me to. leave off putting any car» 
mine upon my. cheeks, calls it naſty 


daubing, _ ans 1 I og be a thou- - 


and ſomer without it. 
Ctlemema. I can nothing extraordi- 
nary in all this. are many men 
_ have an utter avgrſion to a woman's 
. Tien art to her complexion. * 

out. — 

it; but yet I am Endod, frequently 
owing to art that they fall fo much in 
love with us. A little red vos the 


ſand times h 


cheeks gives a ſparkle to the eyes, and 


a luft to the features, whic pf ng 
wiſe would r flat and languidz But 
ooliſh as not to conſider 
this; they like us as they ſte us alto 
gether; and though they may be ſenſible 
oy painted, _ once imagine i þ 
to that neceſſary auxiliary to beauty 

we are — indebted for thoſe charms 

their admiration. 

Suppoſe it as 
which, . am far fi allow 
ing to be always the caſe, Thelamont 
you ſuch as Nature made 
: the night wears off that borrowed 
uſe had the morning ſhews you what 
trulxareʒ and if he approves of you in 


Pere 


whom you need be fiadious to pleaſe. 
Navid. I am of > quite — 


opinion. O the j gar $4 
and followed b 22 N 
Celemena. da but if 
— a very ——_ oo. what a 


married woman ought not to be o 
ambitious of. 
Flavia, 


\ 


rr 


80, then, you would have 
Cc "+ nn 


— 
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Celemena, Indeed I would adviſe 
3 to it. I am ſure, if Alcanddt ex- 
preſſeil a deſire that I hould cut off my 
Hair, and never let it grow again, though 
it is the gift of Nature, and dbeſtowed 
upon us us the greateſt ornament of our 
fx, Ewovld not hehtate one 2 to 
oblige him. id | 

Havia. Then you are a fool. | 
| Ctlemena. In this point I do not 

think Lam: for beſides that uuty which 
the law exacts from every wife to her 
huſband, there are other reaſons which 
would . me to refuſe Og to 
Alcandor. 

She acconpatied theſe words with a 
very fi ſignificant look; which Flavia ob- 
&rvingz ordered her maid, who had been 
all this time in the room, to withdraw; 
and, as ſoon as ſhe was gone, replied to 
hat her ſitter had ſaid in theſe ternis— 

Fadia. I know not what you would 


moly.. with my huſband's re- 


fayy gou would infer that, becauſe Al- 


candor and Thetamont mairied us with- 
out fortunes,” we are therefore bound to 
be their ſlaves. 

+ Celemenn, Not fo: and I dare be- 
here; that neither of them will ever re- 


quite any ſuhmiſſions flom us but ſuch | 
ſerved her 


as, if we hid always beer their equals, 
world very well become us to grant. 

"Flavia, Laird what a buſtle you 
make about equals! Whatever we were 
before, marriage has made us now their 
&quals; and, for my own part, I ſhall 
never ſubmit to do any thing Thelamont 
requires'of me, unleſs my own inclina- 
von happens to concur. 

- Celemeria, Oh, lifter, I am amazed 
to hear yod talk in this manner! Have 
vou been married but one month, and 
can already forget the uhhappinels of 
our ſingle ſtate; our Teanty and preca- 
rious- dependance ; the difficulties We 
fbund to ſupply ourſelves with even the 
common nectfiaries of life? We made, 
indeed) a kind'of-tawdry ſhew When we 


appeared abroad; but how did we pinch 


for it at home! Is there no love, no 


gratitude, due from us to men Who have 


railed usto opulence, 1 and re · 
ther 
"Flavia. Piſh! they Mariel us to 
leaſe themſel ves; not out of pity to us. 
| But let us have no more of this dull Ruff, 
Von muſt go with me to Mrs. Rake- 
love's route to- night; it is the firſt ſhe 


U igen F r. A | 


mentioned; and by 


has had, 
egg 5 r een 


" Thdeed you maß Hook 
4 "For what reaſon? | wt 
| Cletiitha: Alcandor Tops a at home, 


and I cannot be abroad. 
ES © Heavens! how. tran fe 
illy you are grown?—Alcandor fy 
home?*” What 1 at then? he id n tn 
you to make you a cook! oy 4b | 
AT his viftuals? f . 5 
elemend. © No; but he married, 
to make me a companion at his Vale! 
and while he continues to defire my Li | 
_ I T flaifer myſelf he always Ker 
ſhall never form an ences 
Hoſenit, *" DY, Net Pp 
The face of Flavia grew m 
than "Ne carmine 1 made i it, 6 4 82 
ing in her ſiſter ſen limen d ſo, oppobite 4 
her own; but was prevented Rink 
ing any anſwer 'by the eds af" 4 


ſervant, who told her that; ſome ladies 


were come to viſit her; on which” me 
went, accompanied by ebene into 
the dining-roòm, in order to receiv 
them. Thus ended the conve ſztion I ' 
it the reader may 
judge which of theſe two ſiſters | 
the greateſt — of praudenct, beſt 
ood fortu ne, and was 2 
3 to en Y a longe cohrinuance of it. 


CH AP. vn. FRY 

PRESENTS THE ACCOUNT or AN IN- 
cb ENT WHICH CANNOT" BUT BE 
DEEPLY, AFFECTING AG; THE 
YOUTH or BOTH SEXES, AND KO. 

LESS REMARKABLE | IT 'SEVENT.. ; 

THAN AN T N Tr. 

„ SISILITYSHIP' EVER 
HIM ro DISCOVER.” 


ng ane all the 

-which are 1 00 in t 5 

great Ko ls I know of none Ns the 
and more Fable to be att 

worſt of the als of than t ph lane 

t'ſed in the of, loye; yer it is a 


th piilſes with 1 impur mty, an 


ENA s 


. 


erime w hjch 

is ſcarce cenſured by an 8 the 
ſons injured by it, and 

friends and confdants. Fen the E 


dies, generally ſpeaking, for E 


no role without excep Ate ſo 9 
ich oiber, N ra 5" 
Wy irt; 7-3 


nas 


the friends dt 6 A! 


RK 


2 


e 


Fat init th "ne. — 
0 ja Hh mt uf he nj dert 12 | 


wet in point; the, go 
pt tt aua 1 5 * 53H 


l 
i the 'y . Lt ny oor a 4 


ſerv ie da 
7 Tanes $: 


jury, 1 het 'but. 1015 nal tan 


1 thi few , | 
incline „ 5 che 1 0 
757 fe thoug 
Hire 55 0 oſt bn ding term s, and 
uttered; in the . Wien manner, ale 


ever fegi ge in heayen 

* Vice, as 1 maſt 93 the liberty 
to call it, is not, ho ws" wholy con- 
fined, 0 'the male ſorry to 
obſerve, that thoſe of 32 ot er, either 
throu pride, vanity, or an inconſtancy 
of na ure, are ſometi ines found guilty 


of de Uding their lovers with, fal acious 


expe ations. I hope alſo to be forgiven 
by the ory : diſcreet part of womankind, 
when. oy that a propeniity to ſuch a 
behaviour is yet leſs excuſable in them 
than in the men; as a perfect i innocence, a 

ſweetnels of FOO and a fimpli- 


city of MAnActS are, or ought to be, 
the diftinguithing char aQterilticks of the 


fair-ſex. 

A young lady, to whom I ſhall give 
the name of Svrenia, was endowed by 
nature with every requiſite tv command 
love and admir ation ; ſhe had fine eyes, 
a regular ſet of features, fine hair, and 
a maſt deere complexion; was tall, 
well-ſhaped, and had ſomewhat pecu- 
liarly attractive in her air. Fortune 
had not been, altogether fo propitious to 
her; through the extravagancies of her 
parents, ſhe. was left in poſſeſſion of a 
very moderate fortune: it was, however, 
entirely at 4 own diſpoſal, and ſuf. 
cient, Wit ood economy | ſhe was 
miſtreſs of, to pool ppport her in a very 
. though not. a grand way of 
ife 

Propoſals of m. © had often been 
made to her by [e ral eminent 75 
wealthy citizens; boy ſhe rejete thei 
all, and deſpiled t he ee not only 
of a ſhop, but alſo 9 ther  callings ti 
and occupations nga ar Ambition | 
was ge din eren lion of her ſoul; 
a ah b. Rep 2 to think that 
er birth, her perſon, and accompli 
weuͤte ſuch as — * 


| beg 
: e 5 as g 9 E. Fr hind 
t 


970 0 e hc 21 | 


*ting the charatjer of A m 
wonder if be adde 
had Nen 

Aſcend? d from a ve 


 dqwry,; or portionp to 


could be expected from his years and the 


fection DIE very ſtrenuous in 4 


dent, relating to his eſtate, oh 5 


ſeeme E vont to optvię thg other 
in expreſſions 1 cj zand —— 
conſolation he had ye, the Mo 


he went he carried N * along with 


con ſiderahle misfortune. to ber; but 


% . 
5 7 


4 


compe = 2 of. ker ig 


tune, * 2 foes her to higher 


= are e of 


at Era, * 1 ung geritleman,. n 


50 ach 7 25 vg to Fe, ber Ny 2 
uſe a, 1 
came 2 1255 in 1 — ik U — 


ſon; a ing mY himſelf 
—_ r SET FEE of his 
5 , to, d. e what and 

who he was, ſhe 15 all the eden. 
ment he could! wi n de 


It would, inde bavę N 
2 ö 


7 . to | oy he is 
ancient and wor- 
thy ai, ; has an eftate of ei nt hun 
an pounds per annum, entizely free 
om any incumbrancegtither mortgage, 

be paid out of 1 
his, perſon and, behaviour are extremely 
agreeable; and, to add to all this, has 
deſervedly the reputation of a man of 
ſtrict honour, and more ſobriety than 


diſſoluteneſs of the preſent᷑ ti 
The ſincer and warmth . 


preſſures,. and the ad va. 8 — 
in a match with him ren 

plying, they were jr to; 4 of 
ordering articles fort their matxiage to be 
drawn up; when an unexpected acei 
obliged him 
to go immediately into the country. 
Though he en to tay but ſhort 
time, yet he could not think of being 
deprived of the ſight of his beloyed 2 
nia, even for a tew werks, without a 
infinity of grief. She teſti — little lefo 
regret for this enforced leparation.: their 
parting , was extremely moving each 


ſurances. ſhe gave: | har wt 5 


him. 3487 that ahe : 12£ 


ggectl ſimcere, np rye that 
fi. accident which 7 fer 
the 5 of their nuptials as no in- 
whateyer chagrin ſhe might ſeel at fixſt 
on * account, it was very ſoon diſſi- 
Cc z pated, 
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pated, and gave way to ideas of a far 
12 . he motive which 
brought about ſo ſudden and fo ex- 


traordinary a change in her ſentiments, 


I ſhall relate, as I was afterwards fully 
informed of it by the ſeveral] converſa- 


tions I was preſent at by the help of my 


Inviſibility. 
She was one morning in the Park 


with a lady of her acquaintance called 
Delia, where they were met and joined 


by a young officer, brother to Delia, 
and 2 gentleman who was with him, and 
equally a ſtranger to both the ladies, 
but behaved towards them with . the 
greateſt reſpe& and politeneſs, They 
walked two or three turns up and down 
the Mall; after which the gentlemen took 
their leave, and Syrenia and Delia went 
to their reſpective habitations, without 
thinking any more of what had paſſed. 
Little, indeed, could either of them ap- 


prehend the conſequences of this adven- 


ture: but the next day, early in thefore- 
nopn, Syrenia was ſurprized with a viſit 
m Delia; who came running into her 
apartment without any ceremony, cry- 
ing out as ſhe entered —- | 
Delia. Joy to you, my dear! I com 
to with. you joy! h 
Syrema. Of what? for I ſee no other 
Gubſet of joy than what I always feel 
on ſeeing you. 
Delia. Me! No, 
ſuch as me are quite out o 
but I have the pleaſure to congratulate 
you on the greateſt conqueſt your beauty 
ever made, or perhaps ever can make! 
Syrenia. You are got into a vein of 
raillery this morning. 5 
Delia. No, upon my honour I never 
. was more ſerious. Do you not remem- 
ber the fine gentleman that was with my 
brother yeſterday in the Mall ? 
Syrema. Yes; you know they joined 
company with us. 


no; a thouſand 
iT 


Delia. His name is Leontine; he 


is the eldeſt ſon of his father, and heir 

apparent to three thouſand pounds a 
ear. You ſaw his perſon; for my part, 

1 think nothing can be more agreeable: 

and my brother tells me he is the moſt 

accompliſhed man he ever knew. 

| Syrenia. Well, and what is all this 


to me? | ' 
Delia. It is all to you. It ſeems he 


ſaw you laſt Sunday at Weſtminſter 
Abbey, fel! violently in love with you, 


and would have followed to have ſeen 
where you lived, but was prevented by 


THE INVISIBLE 8PY. 


that inſtant laid Kold of tim, and Freed 


he queſtion: 


. 


- 
— 


ſome gentlemen of his 


him along with them, | 
Syrema. Tis poſſible ſuch a one 


might be there; but I did not take no« 


* 


tice of him. 0 . 

Dalia. That may be; but he took fe 
much of you, as not to be able to ſleep 
ever ſince. 8 ! 1 

Syrenia. Very yomantick, yt 
But, pray, how came you. fo II 
quainted with the ſecrets of his heart, 
who yeſterday ſeemed an utter ftranger 
to his perſon? | 1 

Delia. I will tell you the whole af. 
fair, as my brother laſt night came and 
informed me of it. After they had left 
us, they went and dined together at a ta- 
vern. Leontine aſked a thouſand queſ- 
tions concerning your family, your for - 
tune, and your character; all. which, 
you may be ſure, were anſwered not to 
er diſadvantage. He then made my 

rother the confidant of the 1 on you 
had inſpired him with, and intreated 
him to uſe his intereſt with me, as he 
found I was pretty intimate with you, 
to engage me to introduce him to you, 


which I have faithfully promiſed to do. 


4 8 What! without my con- 
ent | EIS 
Delia. I hoped to be forgiven. Such 
an offer, my 75.00 is not * rejected. 
+ Syrenia. It is much beyond my ex- 
pectations, 1 muſt confeſs; but the diſ- 
parity between our foi tunes is too great. 
Delia. If he thinks your perſon an 
equivalent, it is not your buſineſs to 
make objections. AM 4 
Syrenia. That is true: and if I could 
flatter myſelf he were really ſincere 
But I will conſider of it. - 
Delia. It will be time enough for 


you to conſider, when you have heard 


what he has to ſay; for I have promiſed 
to bring you together this'gvening. 
* This evening! As how? 
eta, As thus: I invite you to ſup 
with me to-night; my brother and Le- 
ontine ſhall come in, as if by accident. 
Neither your pride nor your modeſty 
has any thing to ſcruple; for J aſſure 
you I will not let even my brother know 
that I have previouſly acquainted you 


with any thing of the matter. 


Srenia. Well, on that condition I 
wt come. a * 
Delia. Indeed, my dear, I ſhould, 
think you very much to blame to turn 
your back on a proſpect ſo highly ad- 
1  vantageoudy 
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adva 3 for though you are well 
born, well-accompliſhed, are handſome, 


and have ſome fortune of 2 | 
in 


the three firſt of theſe, as men.now 

of marriage, weigh but lightly againſt 
what they call the incumbranceof a wife; 

and as to the latter, you know it will 

not entitle you to a coach and fix. 

Syrenia. The, juſtice of what you 
ſay cannot be deniedz but I would do 
nothing that ſhould occaſion my cha- 
raſter being called in queſtion, nor would 
ſeem ioo forward, though to promote 
the higheſt expeRations: therefore, my 
dear Delia, remember I depend on your 
prudence, | | 

Delia. In this you ſafely may. I 
know too well what is owing to my ſex, 
and the cruel aſperſions men are apt to 
throw. on our moſt innocent freedoms, 
not to he extremely cautious in avoiding 
giving the leaſt room for cenſure. 

Hrenia. Indeed, my dear, my ob- 
ſervation on your own conduct ought to 
put to filence all my doubts on that 
ſcore; and, whatever is the event of this 
affair, I ſhall always gratefully acknow- 
ledge your good wiſhes rowards me. 

Delia. If it ſucceeds, I ſhall be a 
ſharer in your good fortune; as nothing 
gives me a more ſenſible ſatisfaction, 
than to have it in my power to contri- 
bute to the happineſs of my friends. 
But I muſt leave you: I promiſed to let 
my brother know whether you could 
come or not, that he may apprize Leon- 
tine of it. 

The good-natured Delia, who did not 
know how far Syrenia had gone with 
Roſſano, went away in ſpeaking theſe 
words: but ¶ could eaſily perceive, by 
the glow on Syrenia's cheeks, how 
much ſhe was tranſported with the pur- 
poſe of her viſit; and was yet more con- 
firmed of her being ſo, by ſome diſ- 
| jointed foliloquies ſhe uttered when ſhe 
thought there was no witneſs of what ſhe 
ſaid, * Three thouſand pounds a year, 
and fo fine a gentleman as Leontine ! 
* ſo handſome, ſo polite, fo every thing 
© that is agreeable! | If he is as ſincere as 
«© Delia imagines him to be, I ſhall have 
| © cauſe to bleſs the hour Iwent to Weſt- 
minſter Abbey; or rather, that wbich 
carried me to the Park yetterday; with- 
out which, he aps. N have known 
© who I was, or where to find me, and 


* ſhould have loſt all the advantage 
. decreed for 
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Here ſhe ceaſedl to ſpeak, other ſort o, 
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emotions riſing in her mind; to which. 
ſhe gave a loole in this exclamation» = 
© It was an unlucky thing I went fo far 
« with Roſſano. poor man loves 


© me to diſtraction: he will certainly * 


© break his beart when he finds I have 
© forſaken him; and, it may bez re- 
C _ me as: the occaſion of his 

6 9. 

On tnis her countenance ſeemed a lit. 
tle diſconcerted, but it ſoon wore off; 
and, after à ſhort pauſe, ſhe went on 
thus—*.I am glad, however, that no 
contract has paſſed between us. The 
© encouragement I gave his paſſion, and 
© the verbal promiſes I made him, geed 
© be no impediment to my accepting a 
© better offer. It will be prudence in 
© me, however, not to throw him off, 
© nor give him any room to ſuſ al 
© have leſs affection for him than I had, 
© till I am well aſſured that Leontine is 
© inearnelt,” 2 as 

This was enaugh to ſhew me the prin. 
ciple and diſpoſition of Syrenia; both 
which, indeed, were ſo little pleaſing to 
me, that I had not patience to ſtay with 
her any longer, but quitted her apart» 
ment with a contempt which, could ſhe 
have been ſenſible of, would no doubt 
have given her. ſome mortification, .. 

I made one of the company that night 
at Delia's, however; but as it could not 
he expected that in a meeting which was 
to paſs for caſual there ſhould be any 
converſation except on general topicks, 
I reaped no other benefit by being pre- 


ſent, than to he convinced that =— 


tine, by the glances he took every op- 
portunity of catting at Syrenia, was in- 
deed very much enamoured, and that ſhe 
ſpared no pains to make him more 
ſo. The next day he went with the bro= 
ther of Delia to viſit her, and the ſuc- 
ceeding one took the liberty of going thi. 
ther alone, and made a declaration of 
his paſſionz which ſhe, having well pre- 
herſelf with anſwers, received in 
ch a manner, as neither to reje&, nor 
with too much readineſs encourage. 
The ice once broke, ht proſecuted 
his addreſſes with ſo much vigour and 
aſſiduity, that ſhe. thought it would be 
no breach of modeſty to give him roo, = 
to hope he was notaltogether indifferent 
to her: by degrees, therefore, ſhe be- 
came more kind on every vilit he made; 
but did it with caution and reſerve, 


neither by her looks or words forfeiting 
k . th 
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that chatafftr- of dſcretion Meſs much 


value@herſelf upon; dropping only forte 
Hints, as if Forced en het f. 


' om x fund 
of tehdernefs- within, which ſhe would 
fain endeavour to conceal, but- had riot 


the power of doing it. Thus artful in 


appearing artleſs, Leontme, though a 
hin of ory good ſenſe atid hr +l 
never once ſuſpected ſhe was any other 
than ſuch as ſhe affected to be, plain, 
fimple, generovs, and incapable of dit- 
gviſing her ſentiments, . | 
It is certain, indeet, that her natu- 
ral cunving was greatly affiſted ho to 
oceed o this occation by the intelli- 
ce ſhe daily received from Delia, to 
whoſe brother Leontine made no ſeru- 
ple of diſBurdening all that paſſed in his 
eart in relation to bis paſſion for Sy- 
renia. 
learned, that though it was not to be 
doubted but that Leontine was as much 
in love with her as man could be, yet 
the great reſpect and reverence he had 
tor Ris father would not permit him to 
think of venturing on a thing of ſo much 
conſequence as marriage, without having 
firſt obtained his conſent and approba« 
tion. of the woman he made choice of 
for a' wife; and that, to this end, he 
had already ſent two letters to his fa- 
ther, who lived entirely in the country; 
but the anſwers he received not bein 
quite fo ſatisfactory as he wiſhed, he had 
wrote a third, dictated in the moſt paſ- 
ſionate and preſſing terms. | 
She could not avoid being under ſome 
very uneaſy apprehenſions on the ſcore 
of this old gentleman, and alſo feared 
that the paſſion Leontine was inſpired 
with miglit not of itſelf be ſtrongenough 
to get the better of that obedience owing 


" from him to a father's will; ſhe there- 


fore vviſned to intereſt' his good-nature 
and genervfity in her favour, and judged 
that the ſureſt way to ſecure his affection 
was to make him à confidant of her's. 
But the means of actompliſning this was 


a difficulty ſhe knew not preſently how 


to get over: To confeſs by word of 
mouth ſnie lored him, ſeemed too great 
a breach of medeſty, eſpecially as his 
courtſhip to her had not yet been of any 
long continuance; amt to get him in- 
formed of it 
be the ſame thing; as he would doubtleſs 


Imagine it was not done without her pri: 


| = and conſent; befides; ſhe knew nat 


her that lady would apptove of ſuch 


From this faithful friend ſhe 


ſhe muſt be more explicit, 


Delta ſhe thought would 
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to favour him with rum on her Thinner, 


ine entertained Mas with an air out of 
the opera of Arſiho®; the HM ONE Tts- 
Ham taſte ever eribited on the Englim 


ſtage, and, in my opinion; has beef er 
cesdled by none that have come after it. 
The words ſhe ſung r& her inſtrutnent 


Wanton zephyrs; ſofrły blowing, © 
s — an we Me whiſpeting-going, 
© Bear in ſighs my ſoul away: :? 
Tell Ormbndo' what I feel, 
Tell him how his chains 1 wear; 
© Tell him al my grief and care; 

- 5 Gently ſtealinſg,ĩä 
© And revealing, 


© More of love than Ican ſay.* | | 


But though Leontine 8 N both 
the muſick and the voice which gave it 
utterance, yet he ſhewed no inden 
of imagining ſhe had any deſign of flat- 
tering his paſſion in the choice ſhe made 
of this ſong. This egy drag” perceive 

ie n er fertile in- 
vention ſoon preſented her with a ſtrata- 
gem, which pleaſing her fancy at the 
ſame time thaf it promiſed the ſucceſs 
ſheaimed at, ſhe put into immediate exe- 
cution. It was this—Having a natural 
talent for poetry, ſhe ſat down at her 
elcritoire, took pen, ink, and paper, 
aud, without being at the pains of much 
ſtudy, wrote the following lines— 


© THE | BREATHINGS OF A LOVE- 
| * SICK HEART. | 
© Wit, manly beauty; every grace combine, 
© To deck the youth I love with chafing 
f ods en 
c But, ah! my too uncautious heart take 
© Nor with gay hopes the growing palliap 
bh gay laghs the oh 5 palſy 


„ Welth's the enef idol that mankind 
© adbre, 


© The ſovereign power they all fall dowþ 


© before; 
© My niggard fortune does'thatcharni'deny, 
© And love alone will not it's wants ſupply* 
Let me then guard each av'nue' to my 
K of 5 


© And bar all entrance to this dangerpue 


© gueſt; ib A ow; * 
© Left, by indulging the preſuniptucus flame, 
C I fall the victim of gelpdir and ſhame: ,. 
© But, oh! "tis vain i che gol bf l 
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« Toid pay Leontine with all-his fre Leontine. while. reading_ theſe «delufing 
Sele l de, and ſparkles dn his Hanser his look put me in mind. af the 
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] muſt adore, ev'n though be proves un- 4 All things elſe but faintly warms; 4 
« grate.” 1 55 [EY 6 It gilds the lover's ſervile chain, 


This paper, which ſhe wanted him to * © yain,? 
believe was a ſincere confeſſion of the ei den ie * 
whole ſecret of her ſoul, ſhe contrived Though, by the particulars I have bee 
mould fall into his hands in ſuch a man- repeating, the reader will eaſily ſuppoſe 
ner as ſhould have too much the appear- was both an eye and an ear witneſs af 


ance of chance to be liable to any ſu- them, yet it is utterly impoſſible fer 


ſpicion of deſign. At his next viſit, her me to deſcribe either the looks or attitude 
maid being well inſtructed by her how of the one or the other, in the joyous 
to act, ran haſtily into the room, and ſurprize of finding himſelf, as he ima 
told her that the man whom ſhe had or- gined, thus extremely dear to the qu 
dered to come for his vs below. woman to whom he wiſhed to he fo. 
Syrenia affected not to underſtand what She took care to ſtay fo long below, as 
the meant, and cried— | | 
Syrenia, What man? What mo- once, what ſhe intended for his peruſal. 
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to give him time to read over, more than 


1 
£ 
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It was ſtill in his hands when ſhe re- 


Maid. Mr. Shapely, Madam, your turned; but the ſeemed to take no notice 
ſtaymaker. | of it, and was beginning to 8 
Syrenia. Oh, now I remember I did for her abſence, by laying the me on 
bid him come for his money. He takes the impertinence of her ſtaymaker; but 


a ſtrange unſeaſonable time. People Leontine, with a geſture full of rapture, n 


ſnould always come in a morning on theſe interrupted her, ſaying 


affairs. However, I'll ſee if I can find Leontine. O, Madam, you muſt al- 


his bill; and do you carry a pen and ink low me to become an advocate for this 
into the parlour, that he may write me honeſt tradeſman, ſince by his fortunate 


a receipt on the back of it. — you Lam made the happieſt of 


On this the maid withdrew, and 8yre- mankin 


& 


nia opened a little deſk that ſtood in tbe To this Syrenia, affecting not to com- 


2 and beginning to tumble prehend the meaning of what he ſaid, 
over ſome writings ſhe had there, as in replied with a ſmile - . 


| ſearch of the pretended bill, dexterouſly FSyrenia. What riddle is this you are 


{lipped from among the reſt the paper about to poſe me with? I am the dul- 
which contained the above recited verſes, left creature in the world at giving a ſo- 
and let it fall to the ground without lution to theſe things. _ pg hg 
ſeeming to obſerve Mat — thing was Leontine. This paper, Madam, wafted 
({ropped; then ſaying the had found what to me by the god ef love's own hand, 
ſhe trad: aut up the deſk in has given me the wiſhed-for opportunity, 
a great hurry, begged Leontine Would of proving leſs-vnworthy of the 
excuſe her abſence for a few moments, bleſſing I aſpire to, than your doubts 
and went down ftairs-- „ e no ſugget. . No, my charming Syrenga 
fooner-gene, than Leontine, happening notall t e treafoxes in the world could 
to caſt his eyes that 2 gt rating. 3 - exrh ay... 
and took it up, as I ſuppoſe with no other your mind and perſon; 
intention than to deliver it to in covet to enjoy, and in r 
when ſhe ſhould return; but it heing pur · ſhall be more rich than in. poſſeſſin 
poſely folded in ſuch a manner that part the Indies. ks, 


Mong them, 


den 


of the writing appeared on the outficle, While he was thus ſpeaking, Syrenid 


he muſt have been ſtrangely incuriovs caſt her eyes uponthe paper, and bluſhed 
indeed, if ſeeing it a poem, and wrote exceſſively; partly, perhaps, through, 
in his miſtreſs's hand, he had forbore ſhame, but more through the pleaſure. 
examining it. Never was any tranſport which diffuſed itſelf through all her veins. 


wh: vilidle than in the countenance of on perceiving, hy the behaviour of Le-. 
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Dontine, how well the ſucceſs of her pet 
had anſwered to the intention of it. The 
— well. diſſembled confuſion ſhe was in 
was an excuſe for her not ſpeaking; and 
' Leontine went on to aſſure her, in the 
moſt tender terms, that no conſideration 
whatever ſnould have the power to obli 
him to withdraw that firm affection he 
now vowed to her; and that he hoped a 


"A to all her apptehenſions on that ſcore, 
= What farther converſation paſſed between 
them at this time I ſhall forbear to re- 
peat, as it may be eaſily gueſſed at; and 
proceed to the conduct of Syrenia in re- 
gard to her other lover, who the reader 

may think I have too long neglected. 
The buſineſs which called Roſſano 
into the country detained him there much 
longer than he had expected; and an un- 
lucky fall from his horſe, the very day 
before he intended to ſet out for London, 
occaſioned a ſecond, delay to his jour- 
ney. This abſence of his gave Syrenia 
ull opportunity of entertaining her 

lover, thotgh ſhe received eve 
N. letter from the former, all which 
me did not fail to anſwer with that ten- 
© Yerneſs which might be expected from 
u woman who had promiſed to be his 
wife; ſtill keeping cloſe to her firſt 
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one, till ſhe was perfectly ſecure of the 
other. All impediments, however, be- 

ing at laſt removed, that gentleman ar- 

rived in town on the ſame day that Syre- 
nia and Leontine were engaged in the 

Þ manner above recited. His impatience 
to ſee his beloved miſtreſs carried him 
immediately to her lodgings: he came 

while his rival was with her; but her 

maid, well knowing how improper it 


away, ſaying he would return in the 
evening, as he knew ſhe was not accuſ- 
tomed to ſtay late from hom. 
He was doubtleſs much diſappointed, 
but not at all ſuſpicions of 2 
till having eroſſed the ſtrert he 9 8 
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jouſe, either by chance, or poſſibly 
through fondneſs of the place which con- 
tained the idol of his wiſhes. Syrenia 
was ſitting in the window, and Leontine 
very near to her. Roſſano had a full 
view of both; but Syrenia was too ear- 
| neſt in diſcourſe to obſerve him, though 
i he ſtood motionlefs on the ſpot where 
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very little time would put a final period | 


maxim, not to give any umbrage to the 


was that they ſhould meet, told him her 
Jady was abroad; en which he went 


e cauſe; 


ned to caſt” his eyes back upon the 


wis for ſome minutes. It ſeemed not 
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ſtrange to him that Jer ent mould 
be 8 her, though be could find 


way to account why he ſhould be denied 
acceſs to her but one, which ſtung him 
to the ſoul. 


He was more than once 
tempted by his jealouſy, as I afteiwards 
diſcovered, to return, and demand of the 


maid a reaſon for his having been re · 


fuſed admittance; but-ſecond 7 
revailed, and he went home, to deli- 
te how it would beſt hecome him to 
behave in ſuch a circumſtance. - - 
Leontine ſtaid ſupperz and Syrenia 
ſtepping out of the room to give ſome ne- 
ceſſary orders to her maid, was informed 
by her that Roſſano had been there, and 
the meſſage he had left. This greatly 
diſconcerted her; but, after a litile pauſe, 
ſhe recovered herſelf enough to give th 
directions — This is very unlucky! 
© Leontine will probably ftay late: you 


you mult therefore tell Roſſano that I 


© am not yet come home, and that 
© believe I am gone to the play. The 
maid punctually obeying theſe directions 
Roſſano only replied that, fince it 

happened fo, he would do himſelf the 
honour to breakfaſt with her lady the next 
morning; and then d , — 
well ſatisfied. But though he forbore 
giving any indications of his jealouſy to 
this girl, he doubted not but that the 


| ſecond repulſe was owing to the ſame 


motive the firſt had been. Reſolvi 
however, to be more fully convinced, 
he poſted his ſervant, w he had 
brought with him for that pE&poſe, un- 
der a lamp a few doors from the houſe 
where Syrenia lodged, charging him to 
obſerve. carefully who came in or out; 
and if he ſa a gentleman in black vel - 
vet and a bag wig, to follow him whert- 
ever he went, find out his name if poſſi- 
ble, and bring him an exact account. 

Leontine was ſo much charmed with 
the diſcovery he had made of Syrewa's 


affection, that he quitted her apartment 
not; til the ORF 6 far es. | 
* Roſſado's ſervant, however, kept cloſe 


to his ſtand, till a chair being called, he 
ſaw the gentleman his mafler had de- 
ſcribcd go into it. He followed; and 

as ſoon as Leontine had entered the houſe 


| where he lodged, and the door was ſhut, 


aſked. the chairmen if they knew the 
tleman they had carried; but they an- 
wering in the negative, and he feeing 
no houſe open where he might enquire, 
could learn nothing farther that night; 
but early the next morning he went 
again, 
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again, and had the addreſs to find out 
all the particulars that could be expected 


Roſſano was now aſſured not only 


that he had a rival, but alſo a rival 


highly favoured by his miſtreſs... The 
diſtraRion he was in may eaſily be con- 
ceived; but he. diſſembled it on his firſt 
approach to Syrenia, whom he did not 
fail to viſit the next morning, as he had 
told her maid. Syrenia, before ſne was 
informed of it, knowing very well, that 
miſſing ſeeing her that night, he would 
not let another day paſs over without 
coming, had the artifice to tell Leontine 
ſhe was obliged to go jome few miles out 
of town to ſee a relation who ſhe heard 
was dangerouſly ill. \ 

I am not a perſon who live without 
having ſome buſineſs in the world, yet 
there are few things of conſequence 
enough to me to have detained me from 
being a witneſs of what paſſed in this in- 
terview between Roſſano and Syrenia, 
and ſhall preſent my readers with it as 
recorded in my faithful Tablets. Sy- 
renia no ſooner heard he was there, than 
ſhe ran to the top of the ſtair- caſe to re- 
ceive him, and with the greateſt ſhew of 
tenderneſs ſaluted him in theſe terms - 

Syrenia, My dear Roſſano, how 
grieved have I been for loſing the fight 
of you laſt night, after having been ſo 


long an age of time deprived of it! 


ofſano. The misfortune, Madam, 
was wholly mine; for while I moaned 
your abſence, you doubtleſs found ſome- 
thing to amuſe and entertain you. I 
heard you were at the play. | 
Fyrenia. I was ſo: but what could 
I find there to compenſate for the ſatis- 
faction I miſſed by being ſo unluckily 
from home : 
a Rofſano, Were you at Covent Gar- 
ef 1 | 
Syrenia. No, at Drury Lane. Bu 
why do you aſk? 
R ano. Only for a fooliſn fancy. 
Syrenia. Nay, I may anſwer myſelf 
that queſtion. I will lay my life you 
went in ſearch of me. Bur I chole to 


go in a diſhabille, and ſat on the back 
bench in Burton's hoxz ſo it was impoſ- 


ſible for you to ſee e 
Rofſano. ' Not fo impoſſible as you 
imagine, Madam. But I had no ned 
to go to either of the theatres; the object 
I ſo much langviſhed to behold preſented 


| itſelf to me without my taking any 


pains, +1 
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ccaſioned a viſiblacl : 
in her — ears 999 
| ſively, caſt her eyes u 
and had not power to lift them up while | 
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Theſe words 


A 
Svyrenia. What is it you mean? 
Reſfano. There needs no explanation: 
the diſorder you in vain endeavour to 
conceal, ſhews but too much how well 
you are acquainted with my meaning. 


Ah, Syrenia, Syrenia! how did I once 


flatter myſelf with an aſſurance that your 
heart was mine, inviolably minez but 


now I find my abſence has been fatal. 


to me ! 


Syrenia. Forbear to talk the Theſe 


ſuſpicions are unjuſt to me, anderuel to 
| 7 


yourſelf, 1 


Kaan. Why, then, was 1 Ja 


night turned from your door? Why 


twice repulſed, while my more happy 
rival was allowed the privilege of enters 
taining you till midnight? 
2 Who tells you this?? 

** My own eyes, Madam, were 
my firſt intelligencers. I ſaw you at 
that window; ſaw alſo your new fa-' 
vourite; and eafily-judged, by both 


your attitudes, what was the ſubje& of 


your converſation, As to the reſt, I 
was informed of it by means to which I 
afterwards had recuurſe. ? 


The falſe Syrenia was now abſolutely _ 


confounded, There was'no giving the 
lye to ocular. demonſtration as to the 
fuſt E of Roſſano's charge againſt 
her; 


latter, by ſaying 


Syrenia. Well, Sir, I own I was at 


home, and had ordered myſelf to be de- 
nied; but expected not your coming, or 
knew you had been here till after you 
were gone. As for «the gentleman you 
ſaw with me, tis your ownjealous fancy 
alone that makes- you regard him in the 
light of a love. | 


Roſano. I grant you did not expect 
me; but as your ſervant is no ſtranger 


to the footing we are upon, ſhe would 
certainly have looked on me as an ex- 
ception to the ge order. you had 
given, if ſhe had not known I was no 
roper perſon to join in the company you 
ad above: beſides, you cannot plead 


- 


ignorance of my ſecond-yiht, yet I was 


again turned back. . 
Syrenia. You wrong me: I proteſt 

I never heard of your being here till I 

was going to bed 

therefore, of ſuch idle ſtuff: this is not 


D d diſcourſe 


ut ſhe endeavoured to avoid the : 


Think no more, 


the ground, 5 


. 
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ines to Leontine— 8 9 
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Aiſcourſe for ws people who love, and 
| have ſo long been abſent from each 


other. 
Rofſano. Ah, Syrenia! I with the 

treatment I have received would allow 

me to entertain you with any other. 


There was' a time when I could be as 


gay, perhaps, as he who now ſupplants 
me in your eſteem. 
" Syrenia. Still harping on the ſame 


fring? Remember what the poet 


faye— 45 
No ſigns of love in jealous men remains, 


gut that which fick men have of life, their 


6 pains . 1 


She had juſt done repeating theſe 
lines, when the tea-equipage was brought 


in for breakfaſt; and Roſſano, who I 


could perceive by his countenance was 


little pleaſed with thetrifling anſwers ſhe 


had made to his reproaches, roſe'up to 
take his leave; on which ſhe ſuddenly 
catched hold of his hand, and, with a 
well-counterfeited tenderneſs m her voice 
and eyes, faid to hm— - 

' Syrenia. You will not go and leave 
me in this humour ? 

Rofſano. Indeed I muſt. I have this 
moment thought of a bufineſs that re- 
quires immediate diſpatch. 

Syrenia. Shall I then ſee you in the 
afternoon ? 

Roſſano. I cannot promiſe. 

He was half way down ſtairs while 
* areds theſe laſt words; and though 
e 


llowed him two or three ſteps, and 
called to him to ſtay, he turned not, nor 


even looked back upon her, but went 
haſtily out of the houſe. I was reſolved 
to ſee what was his intent, and accom- 
panied him to the houſe of that kinſwo- 
man where he had firſt ſeen Syrenia. 
He was beginning to tell her what cauſe 
of complaint he had againſt that lady, 
but ſhe ſtopped his mouth, by ſayin 
that ſhe was already acquainted wit 
every thing he had to relate; and then 
roceeded to inform him, that having a 
friend who lived oppoſite to Syrenia, the 
Had learned that ſhe entertained a riew 
lover, who viſited her almoſt every day, 
and that the neighbourhood believed it 
would very ſhortly be a match. Roſ- 
ſano went from this relation to his own 
lodgings; where, having vented ſome 
part of his rage in exclamations on the 
levity and ingratitude of womankind, 
he tat down and wrote the following 


. * Kn 
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6 Y' 
FO _ _ the affection of 
marry; I need not tell you I mean 
Syrenia. TI expect, therefore, you 
wil either refign all pretentious to her 
under your own hand, or give ſuch ſa- 
tis faction as one gentleman has a ri 
© to demand from anothes in theſe cales. 
* I ſhall attend you behind Montague 


U have endeavoured to ant . 
—— 
to 


K M « = 


* Houſe at eight ro-morrow morning; 


* till when, yours, . 
Ross Axo.“ 


This he ſent immediately to Leontine; 
who happening to be at home, returned 
an anſwer by the bearer in theſe termg— 


4 SIR, VER; 
1 Own myſelf a lover of Syrenia, but 
* know nothing of your courtſhip 
to her, nor will believe ſhe is under 
any engagement of the nature you 
mention, either to you or any other 
man; and ſhall be 15 far from reſign- 
ing my pretenſions, that I will defend 
them to the laſt moment of my life: 
you may therefore rely on my meeting 
ou at the time and place appointed. 
ours, | | 


„„ 6a a nn a «a 6 = 


© LEONTINE." 


Roſſano had ſcarce finiſhed reading 
this billet, when a porter brought him a 


letter from Syrenia, the contents where- 


of were theſe— 
: © wy 1 27 DEAR ROSSANO, | 
OUR behaviour this morning has 
* * thrown me into diſquiets which 
© might excite compaſſion in a hearHeſs 
© devoted to mè than I flattered myſclt 
© yourg was. I tha the love be- 
© tweWus was eſtabliſhed on a more ſo- 
© lid baſis, than to be ſhook by every puff 


of jealous caprice; I doubt net hut to 


© convince you that yours is no other. 
© If this is fo lucky as to find you at 
© home, or you receive it time enough, I 


© beg to ſee you this evening; for I cad- 


not bear you ſhould paſs another night 
© in ſuch cruel ſuſpicions of your faith- 
fully affectionate 5 
8 | | © SYRENIA.' - 


I perceived he was in ſome dilemma 
on reading this billet ; he pauſed awhile, 
then ſaid “ My compliments to the la- 
dy, and Then pauſed againg of 


b Fd 


laſt crĩied “ Tell her I am engaged 
this day, but will wait on her to- 
« morrow.” 

Various refleQions ſeemed now rolling 
in the mind of this much-abuſed lover; 
but T left him in them, and contented 
myſelf with going the next morning to 


the field of battle, in order to ſee how 


the combatants would behave. They 
pere both ſo punctual to the time, that 

it is hard to ſay which of them was firſt 
within the liſts. Roſſano, however, 
having ſome idea of Leontine, as he had 
ſeen * through Syrenia's window, 
advanced wr why, Fg ſaid— = 

Roſano. I gue's, Sir, you are t 
—— I invited hither. 


if your name be Roſſano. 

Roſſano. The ſame, Sir. 2 

Leontine. Mine, then, is Leontine; 
and you find me ready to maintain my 
pretenſions to the fair Syrenia. 

RoJſano. And I to aſſert that right 
which a long ſeries of encouraged court- 
ſhipand mutual vows has given me. 

eontine. This, then, is the way we 
muſt diſpute the prize. | 

Both their ſwords were already drawn; 
and Roſſano, either through ſuperior 
{kill or better fortune, gave his antago- 
niſt a ſlight wound in the ſide on the firſt 
paſs, and on the ſecond a much deeper 
on the right - arm; which occaſioning a 
great effuſion of blood, he was obliged 
to drop his ſword; on which the other, 
' imagining the miſchief to be greater than 
it really proved, ſtepped haſtily towards 
him, with theſe W . Sir, though I 
© might expect the juſtice of my cauſe 
* would give me ſome advantage over 
vou, I mould be yang ory to 

6 And it attended with any bad effects; I 

beg, therefore, as there are ſcarce any 
* chairs abroad ſo early, you will give 
me leave to ſupport you to my lodg- 


* ings, which are very near, and where 


ven may have im nediate aſſiſtance,” 

Leantine accepted the offer. A ſur- 
geon was, immediately called, and bis 
| co ipped off in order to bave his 

wounds examined: that on his fide was 
not at all deep; aud that on his arm 
happening not to be near any tendon, 
tight bandage 


ed, however, 


uired little more than a 
y it's cure. He was adviſed, | 
to drink ſome mulled wine, and then 
cofegyoye to compoſe himſelf to ſleep 
for a few hours. Roflano, with a great 
deal of humanity and politeneſs, took 
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Leontine. You are nat decayed, Sir, 


\. 
— 
* 


2 
care to ſee this injunQion performed; 
and, on Leontine's requeſting it, ſent to 
his lodging for freſh cloaths and linei 
for him to put on whenhe ſhould awake. 
As Rofſano was retiring, | 
gueſt to that repoſe which was 1 
needful for him, he ſaw a paper ly 
on the floor, which he took up, ot 
knowing but it was ſomething belong 
ing to himſelf; but how great was his 
amazement when he found what it con- 
tained, this being the very verſes Syre- 
nia had wrote on Leontine, and had 
fortuitoufly been ſhook out of that 
entleman's pocket as his cloaths were 
Rily thrown to the other fide of the 


room. Till now, the love he had bork 


be hip kept kim from 22 
any worſe opinion of her conduct, tha 

that it was the vanity incident to her 
ſex, which alone had made her encou- 


rage the addreſſes of Leontine; but this 


plain. poog? of het inconſtancy gave a 
udden turn to his ſentiments, 


— 
changed at once all the tenderneſs he e 


had for her into contempt and hatred. 


Leontine alſo had ſome uneaſy thoughts 


on the ſcore of Syrenia; Roſſano ſeemed 
to him to be a man of too much ho- 
nour to affert a falſhood; and began 


to fear that himſelf had been deceived 


in his opinion of that lady's fincerity. 
Boog Jef inclined to ſleep than to 
ſatisfied in this point, he rung a bell\ 


which hung by the bedſide; on which 
Roſſano, who was no farther than the 


next room, went in, and aſked how he 
did; to which he replied _ | 
Leontine. So well, that I think I 
need lie here no longer than till m 
man brings me ſome clean ap wal, 
that I may riſe with decency. In the 


mean time, Sir, ſhould take it as a fa- | 


vour you would let me know how far I 
have been guilty of injuſtice to you in 
regard of Syrenia. In your billet to me, 
7 mention an eugagement: if it be ſo, 


was perfectly ignorant of it, and, at 


that time, imagined I had ſtrong reaſons 
ſor diſbelieving it; otherwiſe, I do aſſure 
ou, Sir, not all my paſſion for that lady 
ſhould have made me attempt to diſunite 
your loves. EY . 
Roffano. Though it may ſeem un- 
generous to boaſt à lally*s'favours, as I 
ave no other way to juſtif my raſh 
proceedings towards you, be pleaſed to 
read that letter. : Th | 
In ſpeaking this, he preſented to Leon. 
tine the 


letter he had received from Sy- 


D d 2 renia 


to leave his 


f 


an 


| renia the day before; which that gentle- 


man had no ſooner looked over, than he 


cried out, with the greateſt ſurprize— 
'  Leontine, Good Heaven! Why this 
was dated but yeſterday ! 
Roſſano. Ves, Sir; and wrote on ac- 
count of my teſtifying ſome jealouſy on 
our being with her the evening 77 Say 
But I have now done with that 1dle paſ- 
ſion, and can now reſign my claim with 
as much calmneſs as I would lately have 
mainta-ne( it with eagerneſs. 
Leontine. Is it poſſible yon can be 
in earneſt! 
Roſſano. Were Syrenia more beau - 
tiful than ſhe is, the enjoyment of her 
perſon, without her heart, could give 


me no happineſs; and had this paper, 


which accidentally fell from your pocket 
in the hurry this morning, happened 
ſooner into my hands, I ſhould not have 
proceeded as I have done. f 

In ſpeaking this, he gave Leontine 
the paper he had taken up: the other 
immediately ſaw what it was; and, re- 
ceiving it with a ſmile, made this re- 
ply—* I thank you, Sir; but I aſſure 
© you I am not at all vain of theſe 
- © verſes, as they ſerve only to prove that 


the lady was willing to be double 


© armed; and in caſe one lover ſhould 
© fail, to be provided with another.” 
After this they hegan to enter into a 
very free diſcuſſion on the conduct of 
Syrenia towards them both; and there 
now appeared fo much deceit, mean ar. 
tifice, ingratitude, and perfidy, as well 
to the one as the other, that jt is hard to 
ſay which of them entertained the moſt 
deſpicable notions of her: in fine, they 
agreed to reſent the impoſitions ſhe had 
practiſed on them in ſuch a manner as 
ſome of my fair readers, how greatly 
ſoever they may , condemn Syrenia, 
will not, perhaps, eaſily abſolve them 
for, 7 
The ſervant of Leontine being ar- 
rived with the things his maſter had or- 


dered to be brought, that gentleman 


role, and got himſelf dreſſed; and Roſ- 
ſano in the mean time employed himlelf 


in gathering up all the letters he had re- 


ceived from Syrenia, and made them up 

in a large packet, and wrote on the co- 

ver 

© Amorons billets from a lady of a very 
extraordinary character. 


They went in two chairs to the houſe 
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where Syrenia lodged; and the door be- 
ing opened, ruſhed up ſtairs without any 
ceremony, and even into the dining- 
room where ſhe was fitting. Leontine 
was the firſt that entered: ſhe roſe to re- 
ceive him; but ſeeing his arm in a ſcarf, 
cried out | : 
Syrenia. Oh, Sir! what accident has 
befallen you? | BE 5: 
Leontine. No unlucky one, Madam, 
T have indeed received two flight wounds 
on your account; but I bleſyg the hand 
that gave them, ſince they have been 


the means of curing one of a more dan- 


gerous nature in my heart, 

She had no time to aſk what he meant 
by theſe words; Roſſano was now in the 
room, and rejoined to what the other 
me Ma in this manner 

Mano. My heart is alſo in a pretty 
good condition tuo; for though I have 
loſt a miſtreis, I have gained a friend, 


from whom I have reaſon to hope more 


ſincerity. .You fee, Madam, two per- 
ſons together, whom doubtleſs you 
wiſhed to keep ſeparate, while we had 
ſeparate intereſts: but %e have now 
agreed; and as we lately joined to per- 
ſecute you with our addrefles, now 
join in the reſolution of troubling you 
no more, | 

Leuntine. I have nothing to add, 
Madam, to what my friend has deli- 
vered, but to reſtore this paper; which 
can be of no uſe to me, and may be 
of ſome to you; as, change but the 
name, the picture may ſuit ſome happier 
man. | 
Raſſano. And I return thoſe letters 


you have from time to time favoured me 


with. : F 

He then laid down the packet, at 
the ſame time Leontine did the verſes, 
upon a table. Syrenia was all this 


while immoveable as a ſtatue: ſhe had 


found, from their firſt entrance, that 
they had compared notes; that ſhe was 
expoſed, her arts laid open, and her 
hopes irrecoverably loſt with both. 
Fain would ſhe have ſpoke, but had not 
power; and all ſhe could utter at laſt 
Heis. Mi 1N!—So, then, I 
Syrenia. Mighty well!—So, then, 
3 be inſolted ? * . 
Raſſano. No, Madam, your birth 
and beauty are your protection; a 
had your mind been equal to either, nei- 


ther of us, I believe, would have broke 


his chain, or even wiſhed to in that 
. 5 ie 
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liberty we now have fo much cauſe to Leontine, I join in the ſame with, 
triumph in. — Your ſervant, Madam. 

Leontine. Come, Sir, you ſee the They departed with theſe as. ind 
lady is diſconcerted : let us leave her to I flaid not long after them; the ſight of 
meditate on this adventure; it may be of Syrenia's deſpair, how juſtly ſoever the 


ſervice in ſome future one. had brought it on dan giving mite . 
Roſſano. With all my heart.—A good pain than e 
9 to you, Madam. | : 


ez h# 


END OF THE SEVENTH BOOK. 
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THE 


INVISIBLE SPY. 


BOOK vin. 


CHAP. 1. 


CONTAINS A VERY BRIEF DETAIL 


OF SUCH OCCURRENCES AS PRE- 
SENTED THEMSELVES TO THE 


AUTHOR's OBSERVATION IN AN 


EVENING'S INVISIBLE RAMBLE 
THROUGH SEVERAL PARTS OF 
THIS METROPOLIS. | 


FT has often been a matter of 

4 very great concern to me, 
5 I 4. and I believe muſt be the 
ſame to every thinking 

mind, to ſee how ſome peo- 

ple are continually hurried 

and buſied about mere trifles, of no 
manner of conſequence to themſelves, 
or ſcarce to any body elſe; while all the 


duties of religion, all the regard for the 


welfare of their moſt particular friends, all 
love of country, and even the deareſt in- 
tereſts of their on families, are totally 
neglected. What judgment can we 
form of a perfon of this caſt, but that he 
has a vacuum in his head ready to be 
filled up with the firſt toy that preſents 
itſelf; and not being endowed with a 


ſtrength of reaſon ſufficient to direct his 
choice, ſuffers himſelf to be engroſſed 


by ſuch things as he finds make moſt 
noiſe in the world, not ſuch as have 


3 


moſt relation to his own affairs, either as 
to fortune or reputation? 

Can there be a fight more farcical 
than for a man who, without any peti- 
tion to prefer, or ſuit to ſolicit; in fine, 
without any call or buſineſs whatſoever, 
is continually cringing at the levee of a 
miniſter of ſtate; and, when the compli- 
ments are paid, and the circle is diſ- 
miſſed, runs through the whole round of 


his acquaintance, reporting where he 


has been and what he has ſeen, ſaga- 
ciouſly remarking on every nod, wink, 
or ſmile, of the great man, and finding 
myſtery even in the tye of his wig, or the 
looſe or ſtrait buttoning his coat 

Another, whoſe affairs at home per- 
haps are involved in the utmoſt per- 
plexities, ſhall paſs the beſt part of his 
time among the jobbers in Change Al- 
ley, go from coffee-houſe to coffee- 
houſe, enquire of every broker he meets 
with the price of ſtocks, in which he 
has no ſhare, or money to purchaſe any; 
and be more ſolicitous in finding out the 
uſes to which the Sinking-fund is ap- 
propriated, than for the means of extri- 
cating himſelf ont of his preſent difh- 
culties. | I, 

A third values himſelf much upon be- 
ing a great connoiſſeur in politicks, re- 
giſters all the publick papers from year 
to year, pretends to reconcile all the con- 

| tra tions 
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traditions they contain, and todiſeover 


{ome latent meaning in every paragraph. 


and takes more pains to unriddle their 
imaginary Znigmas, than a poor fervi- 
tor at the univerſity does to tranſlate 
Perſeus for arich ftudent who pays, and 
tathers the labour of his brain, 

Others have a tafte for building, are 
extremely curious in ornamenting the 
ſtructures they cauſe to be erefed with 
carvings, paintings, and ſuch like ſuper- 
ficial Nedutiesy but never once examine 
how the foundation is laid, or whether 
the pompous outworks may not be liable 
to ſink — ſoon into a heap of rubbiſh. 
Some employ their whole cares on the 
breeding and well- managing their horſes, 
hounds, and game-cocks, leaving the 
— of their ſons entirely unre- 

arded. - 


8 J 
Impoſſible is it to enumerate the va- 


rious trifles with which too many, even 
among the higheſt claſs of life, ſuffer 
themſelves not only to be amuſed, but 
wholly taken up; but I think, without 
any danger of being accuſed of too much 
ſeverity, one may juſtly ſay, with Shake- 
_ ſpeare, of ſuch men, that ry 


1 earth has bubbles, - as the water 
aaa bin thy 2a 
And theſe are ſome of them.“ 


In a word, * Much Ado about No- 
thing,” is a play fo univerſally acted in 
this town, that one can go to very few 
places- without being witneſs of ſome 
ſcenes of it. As inſignificant, however, 
as theſe people may ſeem by the deſerip- 
tion I have given of them, and as in ef- 
{e& they really are, they are yet of more 
conſequence to the publick than is gene- 
rally believed, or than they themſelves, 
with all the ſtock of vanity they are 
uſually poſſeſſed of, are capable of ima- 
gining. This, though it ma ught 
a paradox, will be eaſy for me to make 


appear; as thus . Theſe unjudging crea- 


tures, for I have already proved them to 
be ſuch, are frequently made the tools 
by which evil and deũgning men faſhion 
out their ends. When thoſe in 
have any thing on foot from which they 
tind it neceſſary to divert the attention of 
the nation, it is but throwing out ſome 
- whiſper, though of ever ſo abſurd and 
ridiculous a nature, among the people 1 
am ſpeaking of, and they will immedi- 
ately ring it in the ears of the populace 
ull it becomes the cry, and every argu- 
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latter 


_own words: teltify.- I ſhall, 


Lg 


» . 
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ment that truth and reaſon can alledge 
is deafened with the noiſe. 

An experience of many years, joined 


\ with a diligent obſervation of the world, 


has convinced me, beyond all doubt, 
that theſe inconſiderates, without being 
ſenſible of the miſchief they do, have 
been, and daily are, the inſtruments of 
propagating the molt infamous | 
_ falfitics, and baſe aſperſions, om | 
great and good; as alſo the moſt ri- 
diculous and idle ſtories, invented and 
calculated by men of more thinking 
heads, to amuſe and divert the attention 
of the publick from what moit demands 
it's _ A glaring inftance of this 
ind now takes up the town a 
mouths are full of it, all, ears open to it: 
but it appears to me that there are ſew 
eyes clear enough to diſcern-the ſecret 
ground-work of this mountain of ab. 
ſurdities, and on what motive it was 
erected. I think it not my province, 
however, nor 'ſhall preſume to inform 
the judgment of any one in this pointz ; 
but ſhall only relate a paſſage I hap- 
ned to be witneſs of, which every on 
is at liberty to deſcant upon as he ſhall 
think proper. 6 þ 
Being one day on the other ſide of the 
Royal Exchange, where ſome bufineſs 
I had there being diſpatched ſooner than 
I expeted, it came into my head to call 
in at a certain celebrated coffee-houſe, 
which I had been told was frequented by 
a great number of the moſt eminent and 
wealthy citizens; but as I had no a- | 
-quaintance with them, and ſome other x 
more ſubſtantial reaſons for not appear. 1 
ing in propria perſona, I choſe to go in 
my nr Purſuant to this 
reſolution, I ſtepped into the firſt ob- 
ſcure alley I could find, and there girded 
on my precious Belt; which, as well as 
my Tablets, I ſeldom went out without 
taking with me, and then haſtened ti 
the place I mentioned th 7 
1 found the room very full of com- 
pany, molt of whom, were of that ſet 
of diſſenters from the eſtabliſhed church 
which are under the denomination'sef = 


power  Preſbyterians. I would not here be un- | 
derſtood to mean any thing in ridicule ß 


thoſe gentlemen; for I love and revere 
every man of real virtue and good ſenſe 
be he of what perſuaſion ſoever. How "2 
far the perſons I have juſt occaſion 4 
to ſpeak of anfwer fo ether 


Al theſe cha | 
raters I will not pretend to ſay; let their 
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to the phraſe of the inſpired writer, ſet a 
 Euard upon my mouth, that I offend 
not with my lips. But to proceed 

. Taree or four, who afterwards per- 
ceived were leading men among them, 
vere engaged in a very warm diſpute with 
a.gentleman, who endeavoured, with a 
great deal of ſpirit, to expoſe the grois 
abſurdities and falſhood of a cauſe they 
took upon them to maintain, and with a 
kind of magilterial air attempted to en- 
force the belief of in others. The odds 
appeared to me at firſt, I confeſs, a lit- 
tle ungenerous; but I was the more 
ſtrengthened in this opinion, when 1 
heard the manner in which they deli- 


vered their arguments, and that were 


urged in favour of one of the moſt pre- 
poſterous and ridiculous complaints that 
ever engaged the attention of any men of 
common ſenſe. After ſaying this, I 
think it is needleſs to add, it was the af- 
fair of Squires and Canning. As I am 


utterly unacquainted with the names 


either of thoſe who defended the cauſe of 
the latter, or of him who treated it with 
contempt, I ſhall diſlinguiſh the one by 
that of Aſſertors, and the other by that 
of Opponent. The converſation which 
paſſed on both ſides, after I had got a 
convenient place to poſt myſelf, and had 
ſpread my Tablets, I ſhall give the pub- 
lick a faithful tranſcript of, as taken 
from thoſe unerring teſtimonies, and was 
at the reader will find underwritten. 
Firft Aſertor. I am ſurprized, Sir, 
you ſhould rack your brain for argu- 
ments againſt the cauſe of helpleſs inno- 
cence and virtue in diſtreſs, 
Second Aſſertor. Tis barbarous! 'tis 
cruel! Where ſhall we find an object 
of compaſſion, if Betty Canning is not 
one? We knoweher, Sir. 
Third Aſertor. Aye, ſhe is of our 
congregation; has always been a dili- 
gent frequemier of the meeting-houle, 
and fervent in her devotions. | 
Opponent. So, becauſe ſhe is of your 
congregation, it naturally follows ſhe 
muſt be chaſte; the lambs of your flock 
never go aſtray, But I forbear to make 
any reflection on. this ſcore, and ſhall 
only ſay, I never ſhall give credit to a 
| Rory ſo full of inconſiſtencies and impro- 
babilities as this which has been forged 
dy her and her accomplices. 
. Firſt Aſertor. Sir, there is no reaſon- 
ing againſt fact. She has ſworn to the 
truth of it before a, magiſtrate, and that 
magiſtrate has teſtified his belief of it. 


- 


they could meet with to her 


I . nts 
* 9 2 
* 4 

* * 
; 
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Opponent. Yes, the me 
was romantick; it ſuited, his tallez he 
thought it might be a proper ſubjeR to 
work up into a farce orpuppet-ſhew; ſo 
was willing to promote the credibility 


of | ;4 | 
> ff Aſſertor. Mere ſpite and ſcan- 
AJ. 


Opponent. Not at all: and I doubt 
not but the impoſition will be fully laid 
open by another magiſtrate, ſuperior in 
every degree tio him who takes her part. 

Firft Ahertor. Sir, it is profane and 
impious in him, or you, or any man, to 
eſpouſe the cauſe of a wicked old hag, a 
vagabond, a gipſey, ſuch as Mary Squares; 
and a known inſti ument of libidinous 
pleaſures, ſuch as Mother Wells. 

Opponent. Gentlemen, I have no- 
thing to alledge in defence of theſe crea- 
tures, but that, however guilty they 
may have been, or continue to be, in 
other reſpects, they are entirely innocent 
in this they are accuſed of. 

Firſt Aſertor. No, no; tis impoſ- 
ſible. | CY 
Opponent. Saying a thing does not 
prove it to be ſo. But give me leave 
only to offer a few queries, in relation to 
ſome of the many inconſiſtencies in the 
tale told by that idle wench Betty Can. 
ning. Be: hotly boy. © 

Second Aſertor. Do ſo; we ſhall know 
how to anſwer them. 10 

Opponent. Firſt, then, ſuppoſing her 
to have been robbed, in the manner ſhe 
pretends, by two ruffians, what could 
induce fellows who live upon the ſpoil, 
after having taken from her all they 
found worth taking, to quit the purſuit 
of other booty, and loſe their time in 
dragging her into the country, only to 
throw her into the houſe, and then leave 
her there; for ſne does not accuſe them 
of making any attempt upon her chaſ- 
tity ? : | 
Firſt Aſertor. As to that, it is highly 
probable they _ be feed by Mother 
Wells to bring the firſt young woman 
uſe, in 
order to be made a ſacrifice to her mer- 
cenary views, and the luſt of ſome vile 
fellow. res 
Opponent. Then they would cer- 
tainly have choſen an object of a more 
tempting aſpe&, or would have deſerved 
little for their pains : hut let that paſs. 
If it were as you imagine, would any 
woman, who it is ſaid has been in 
practice in the ſeducing trade, al — 

6 Y 


ſtory the told 


* . nt 
5 * e ＋ bs 
; z 1 


baved towards the prey brought into her 
clutches in the faſhion ſhe 42 60 Betiy 
Canning? Would ſhe not rather have 
ſoothed the frighted maid, revived her 


drooping ſpirits with good eating and 


drinking, promiſed her fine cloaths, and 
then introduced ſome man to her, who 
might have allured her to the ſin ſhe 
aimed to make her guilty of? Surely 
the way to tempt her to be a proſtitute 
was not to lock her up alone in a wild, 
deſolate room, without a hed to lie upon 

or any other refreſhmentthan a little bread 
and water; ſuch uſage, one muſt think, 
was intended to mortify, not excite a 
2 13 l . 1 2 Tf 
Fir ertor. Sit, I am grieved, 
—— —— in ſpirit, to find you ſo 
ignorant of the force of virtue. I tell 
you, Sir, that the courage and reſolu- 
tion of this virgin ſtruck ſuch an awe 
into themindsof hole profligate wretches 
ſhe was placed among, that they had not 
the power of putting their wicked deſigns 
in execution: Heaven, indeed, for a trial 
of her patience, permitted them to diſtreſs 


her helpleſs innocence, but not to de- 


ſtroy it. ; T $4 ' 
Opponent. Very extraordinary, truly! 
But pray, Sir, * — did this ſuffering ſaint 
remain ſo long under the roof of ſuch 
abandoned creatures, ſince al accounts 
agree, that in three days, nay, in three 
hours, after her confinement, ſhe had 


the (ſame opportunity of making her 


eſcape as at the time ſhe pretends to effect 
Second Aſſertor. Her eyes were not 
open to the means of her deliyerance till 
that bleſſed moment: it was ordained 
ſhe ſhould undergo the perſecution ſhe 
did, in order to make her virtue more 
ieder 5 ha 5 
Opponent. 1, gentlemen, theſe ar- 
guments will never by ſwallowed any 
where but in a conventicleeQ. 
rd Afertor. Sir, they will always 


" Third Aﬀertor. Sis, 
have their due weight with every one but . 


a reprobate, _ ae 
he Opponent was ſo much incenſed 


at theſe words, that he ſtarted from hig 
ſeat, and was about to reply with his 
r 
company interpoſed, and preven 
the miſchief that might otherwiſ hare 


enſued. By r | 
wav be der remedy bo 
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all give credit to her ſtory; yet the poſi · 


ſuffer me to ſiay any longer to Iten is 
1 Ee 5 | " thoſe 


2 %. 


with greater vehemence than before, if 

a drawer from a neighbouring tavern 

had not luckily come, and told him'th | 
two gentlemen, whoſe names he men- 
tioned, dehred to ſpeak; with him: on 
which he went away, perhaps to the 
ſatisfaction of the aſſertors of 0 A 
ning's cauſe ; whoy if he had, ſtaid and 


continued his queries, might probabl 
have ben tl SET 


tot "I's "#4 i211 
During the debate I have been repeat- 
ing, every one in the room kept a pro- 
found ſilence; but af the cons 
verſation became general; ſeveral other 
ſubjetts were ſtarted by particular per- 
ſans, but they were not liſtened to : the 
majority. ſeemed to have their heads ſo 
full of Betty Canning, that they could 
ſcarce think or ſpeak of avy thing be- 
ſide. It is true, indeed, they did. not 


tiveneſs with, which they heard it 
as macs yo — 2 divided in 
their thoughts, and afraid to paſs a judg+ 
ment either on the one — . 45 
of the queſtion. The reader will doubt. 
leſs naturally ſuppoſe, that it was impoſ- 
ſible for me to live in the world, and have 
any acquaintance in it, without having 
heard, long before I came to this place, 
much talk of Elizabeth Canning, her 
pitiful diſtreſs, miraculous, preſervation 
and eſcape, and all the other prodigies 
of that amazing ſtory. E 

It is true, indeed, was a ſtranger ta 
no part of it; but then my — 
being chiefly among the gay part of the, 
town, I was not much ſurpriaed that 
people who can find very Uttle to em- 
ploy their thou hits ſhould be fond of | 
tale which had ſo much of the marvel- 
lous in it; as children, before they ar- 
rive at years capable of being e 
e ſolid matters, liſten, with plea- 
ure to their nurſes: ſtories; of giants, 
fairies, and enchanted gaſtles: as ach k | 
regarded. all they. ſaid, and thought no 
farther of it. Hut when I heard graue 
citizens, men of buſineſs, of a ſedate de- 
22 and good W in 
nances on eh abeap ae abſurdities,  — 
I cannot ſay. whether,my, aſtoniſhment or \ 
indignation had moſt domiuian over my | 
faculties; but this I know, that both to 

deſtroyed all the little ſtock of 

tience I am maſter of, and would vas 


_ 
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bes inſignificant Jebates which I found 

y ö eum 
any. | (2. 


Lo 


RELATES $OME FARTHER fu ci 
dbturs OF A PRETTY PARTICU- 
EAA WATURE, WHICH FELL UN- 
56 11 AUTHOR's OBSERVA- 
TION THE SAME EVERNTNG'S 
adm £ PROGRESSION, 


no SE turbulent edvotions which 

tte ſcene I had Juſt come from 

beit witneſs of had raiſed in me, be- 

ing fomewhat quieted by air and walk- 

Hg had the _—_ call in at an- 

reat coffee-hi -4 Hoping 1 fhoutd 

7 ere fomethifig to give a turn to 

eſent diſpoſition of my windz but 

und that the remains 6f m ill hu- 

he, were not to be fo ſoon diffipated as 
1 ha imagined. Here was indeed a 

| f company; clerks in ublick 

6ffices neee, phyſicians, tradeimen, 

and folme few divines, compoſed the pro- 


mite aſſembly: but all were en- 


ved on the fame dirty, drapgle-rail f 
— A "third; but the motive Aueh ex- 


Res, as one of our news · writers juſtly 
5 — it; the names of Betty Canning, 
Gi 
S Aoi each/quarferof the crouded 
room, and the cauſe then depending 
between theſe creatures made the Whole 
converſation at every table. 
Here I would not be at the trouble of 
| opening my Tablets, efily pereeiving 
t nothin worthy of Being! recorded in 


thin, or communicating to the pub- 
k, wis Moly to enſue; and'alfo that 
Tihaileſt it er finie 1 ſhould . 
2 coffipany, would be xe Fan too 
_ for any eure I ſniould hear 
fron! them. Aecordingly 1 left tlie 


heuſe after having ſtafd there about ſe · 
— _—_ hit had not reached the 
bert feet, before à edhifüſed foiſe be- 
| kind ire 6d ine'to Rand up in ide ns 
of u abr til che hibbub-wes paſted? 
„Tue ocedffen of this uproar-freſent]y 
e It of « BEIT ebrfſed 
# Pier, with'vey — 42 — Tife 
* itz His et; eng blood, 


Which iued from his noſe and "ſouth; 


his _— obs — the naked fleſh 8 ap. 

28 es, but fo deformed 
Þroifes, pt tree ogy dk frown 

eur wit de * 1 n men, 
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„and Mother Wells, re- 


618 


. children, bi Bout 


ank erying, 
1 a 5 555 


I was ſtartled at fo much inhuma⸗ 
nity, for 1 t nothing could exeu 
ſuch eroel treatment, though I do 
not but the fellow had been guilt 
ſome attrocious erime: but I was — 
undeceived in this point, and let 
the whole affair; which was o 
than a quarrel this fellow had entered 
5 8 1 
ad now eſign in my y dead, ng | 
I 'courſe to a fey bu but as T was 
that 
gy —— ht ba too foon' to go 
ramdled om one ſtrett to ano- 
ther ther for a conſiderable time, yet without 


ing, ae 


de had got his reward. 


evening 


meeting any onething ſufficiemto tempt 


my cunoſity to make a farther enquiry 
into. ing reader may ren. 
ſonably imagine, that the little fatis · 
faction I had been able to reap in the 
viſits I had made at the two coffee. - 
houſes I had been already in, would 
have hindered me from got into'ano- 
ther, and indeed I was of s Aged 
myſelf: but I ſoon found I wall if. 
„ and fo Will he; I really ventuted 


cited me to do ſo as this - | 
As I was pafſing by, 1 Perrefted 


- throngh the window for then the ean · 


dles within were 1 — yt gen- 
tlemen with new yon fore 5 on 
which they ſeemed to be diſcourſing with 
each other with a great deal of ſeriouſo 
neſs and gravi As T have titurally 
an extreme a for knowing _ 
fairs of the worlil, thoſe of 

cially, T thought it highly eligible <7 me 
to hear what was ſuid upon chem 
perſons who had the appearante of ſume 
ohderſtabding in them. At the firſt ta- 
ble I came to' were f or ſeven —.— 
men, moſt of- hom were ſome AN or 
other eoncerbed in the Britith Ag. | 
fiſhery: but though they talked very 
learnedly on the ſubjefl it ſuitec not 
my taſte; ſo ſtaid not long With then, 
but nchourned to the beit 1. 
Theſe Wete merchants; h © | 
ally diſcohcerted: at an Areiels 


{/irito wich the Indiahs; and the 

dally — ckoſe if 

bar allies made on theEigliſh conles: 

but 46 1 * be u, Al. 
+ -» Commerce, 


to receive i 


trade muſt be ruined, an 


| 
1 8 
} 
; 
ö 
ö 
0 
| 


were diſplayed; which; had this 


commerce, I did not oe ho 

I of their diſ- 
courſe; ſo can only ſay, in general, that 
they made very heavy complaints, and 


cried out, that if ſpeedy care were not 


dings, 
ſettle- 
ments in that part of the world utterly 
— wy ut 

Tbe third table was filled with per- 
fons who ſeemed to be of no avocation, 
nor at all intereſted in any branch of bu- 


taken to put a ſtop to thoſe 7 75 
6 our 


ſineſs or publick affairs, but talked of 


every thing they had been reading merel 
as things Thich afforded matter for oh” 
verſation. On m Pining them, the 
magnanimity of the Prufhan monarch 
was the topick; they extolled his wiſ- 
dom, his bravery, his temperance, his 
clemency, the encouragement he gave to 
merit whereſoever he found it; and all 
unanimouſly agreed that he was the fa- 
ther of his people, a bleſſing to the land he 
governed, and a pattern to his fellow - 
rulers of the earth. The juſt admira- 
tion 1 ever had of this truly great and 
moſt amiable prince, exclufive of that re- 
gard due to him as ſo near a relation to 
our gracious ſovereign, would certainly 
have kept me at that table as long as the 
82 had continued ſpeaking on ſo 
hurried from it by a propenſity, I be- 
lieve more or leſs natural to all mankind, 
that of being moft eager to explore what 
is hid from us with moſt care. 

I obſerved at a little table, which was 
placed at one corner of th, 33 
diſtance from the others, two gldet 
perſons, who ſeemed very earneſt in dif. 
courſe on tos > d ſecret af- 
fair. By the wins, nods, and other 
ſignificant geſtures, I doubted not but 
that they were profound politicians, and 
were diſcuſſing ſomeextraordinary tranſ· 
action of Ares | 
were pretty cloſe together, and they ſpoke 
in 1 as to render it ek. 
ble to be heard by any one except each 
other: but this precaution had no effi- 
cacy when once my wonderful Hike 5 
f f the” d 
ent property, of receiving the impreſ- 
ſion of Shag read ſaid Are the diſ. 
tance of nine yards, though uttered in 
the moſt ſoft whiſpers. .' On my draw- 
ing near to them, they ſeemed a little 
impatient for the 


* 
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Sheraft. Aye; but where we 
40 e Ayes | ere ſhall x 


a ſubje&, if I had not been 


ir heads 


on? oy ” 
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after appeared. As ſoon-as he had ſeated 
himſelt, the following dialogue enſued 
Fir Man. Oh, Mr.-Slycraft, Tam 
glad you are a We were begin- 
ning to think you long. 
Scrat. I am ſomewhat beyond my 
hour, indeed; but I affure you nothin 
could have made me ſo but the good © 
the eatite,” ' 7: | | 
Second Man. Your zeal and dili- 
gence are not to be doubted. But let 
us hear what ſucceſs your endeavours 
have met with. 18 eee 
Shcraft. Truly not fo much as 1 
hoped. I do not think there is a m 
difficult thing in the world than getti 
hoops to ſubſcribe:'I have been half 
"town over, and have been able to 
procure no more than three. 
Fin Man. Then 1 hope they are fat 
ones? ENT $54 
_ Shcraft. Pretty well, as times ge. 
Credulous Woodcock, Eſq. has ſer'hig 


* * 


name for twenty guineas. 

Fin Map. V ry handſome! Five 
or fix hundred ſack as he vnd do the 
butfinefs. 20 F. n E 


niet Mex. Wall bt who are the 
+ Hh ; 
 Shcraft. Then there is Mr. Simon 
Goolly,' the haberdaſher, teni_guineas 
but has re to prevail on ſome 
his to fetthar e 


Ne. "$a; bor n Sled 
 Sheraft, Yes; but ſhe ſtill defires x 
little more time to conſider; ſays ſhe II 
enquire farthls into the affair, and błar 
what her friends think, of it: and a L 
could get from her was an aſſurance, 
that if ſhe found! it proper to ſubſcribe 
all, ſhe would not ſer! r name for leſs 
han an hundred pieces. ' | 
Fin Man. Then we may be pret 
certain of her; for I know ſhe will 
be directed by Mr. Captwell, the Non= 
conformiſt preacher, who labours all 
he can to promote the cauſe in queſ- 


tion. | 
Second Man, Have you yet found an 
opportum̃ty ing with the orator ? 

Slycraft. T was with him above an 
hour; and when 1 had once convinced 


him that he ſhould find his account in it, 


r ff :omifig of a perſon 


he gave me his word and honour that he 
| Ze 2 would 
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n favour of the party. 

Firſt Man. That is well. All en- 
gines muſt be ſet to work, or the town 
will grow cool on this buſineſs, and be- 

in to renew their clamour againſt the 
, bill, &c, The ſpirit of the people 
will have vent on ſomething or another, 
and you' know it behoves us to keep 
them ſilent on thoſe ſcores: nothing 
ever did it more effectually than this we 
Are upon. But it muſt be kept up for a 
time. Icould wiſh, methinks, we had 
the Weſleys on our fide. 
Second Man. Tis a vain attempt. 
They are now grown too. rich to accept 
of a ſmall gratuity; and I much queſ- 
tion whether their exhortations would 

anſwer the expence. | 
. Shlycraft, I am of your opinion. Be- 
fides, you know there is a perſon who, 
can influence their congregations as 
much as any thing they can hear from. 
the pulpit. But I will tell you what TL 
have done to-day ; I have engaged a 
clergyman. of the eſtabliſhed church to 
Write a pamphlet in behalf of the cauſe 

e Man A clergymancf beef 
Fir Man. A cle an of the eſta- 

bliſhed church employ his pen in behalf 
of ſuch a cauſe! P 
how didſt thou work upon him? It muſt 
certainly be by ſome very extraordinary 
method. 85 . 7 ; N ny OT 
Slycraft. The promiſe of a ſmall 
preſent at firſt wrought upon his nece!- 
litiesz but on my telling him who and 
Who were concerned in this buſineſs, and 

the motives which induced them to be 

ſo, the hopes of having a good fat living 
made him wholly ours. : 
Fir Man. Admirable! 

Second Man. But may 
upon his ſecreſy? 

Slycraft. Never doubt that, 
own intereſt is concerned. 

Fir Man. Hitherto things go pretty 
ſwimmingly on our ſide. But let me 
ſee the ſubſcription- book: J have re- 
ceived five guineas to-day from Mr. 
Prim, and muſt inſert his name. : 


Till now I was at the greateſt loſs, as 


it is probable the reader will alſo be, to 
know what all this meant, or in whoſe 
favour, or on what ,account, the ſub- 
{cription they talked of was raiſed; but 
on Mr, Slycraft's delivering the book to 
his friend, I looked over the ſhoulder of 
the latter as he opened it, and ſaw, in 
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 pouldrant and roar till hischapelechoes 


r*ythee, Slycraft, 


we depend 


as his 


1 f get, * 
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the firſt leaf, by way of title-page, theſt 
words, wrote in a very fair han 22 
© A Liſt of thoſe worthy Perſons/who 

© have ſubſcribed to the Relief of 
Elizabeth Canning.“ oy 


The names underwritten were too nu- 
merous to be inſerted; I ſhall therefore 
only ſay, that the ſum of what was 
raiſed by their ſubſcription amounted to 
little Jeſs than a thouſand pounds. Mon- 
ttrous abuſe of charity! prepoſterous be. 
nevolence! which will . — reflect 
more ſhame than honour on the be- 
ſtowers. Good God!“ ſaid I to my- 
ſelf, * in an age when numberleſs, name» 
* leſs miſeries, abound; when, all our 
© priſons labour with the weight of 
© wretches confined within their walls, 
many for ſmall debts which their ne- 
ceſſities obliged them to contra, and 
ſome by unjuſt and malicious proſe- 
cutions; while every pariſh, nay almoſt 
every ſtreet, affords objects of real 
diſtreſs; while a girl ſprung from the 
loweſt dregs of the people, bred up to 
toil, a drudge, one of the very meaneſt 
clais of ſervants, receives donations 
which the as little knows how to make 
a proper uſe of as to deſerve!—a girl 
who, if ſhe had really ſuffered all the 
pretends to have done, would indeed 
have had aclaimto juſtice againſt thoſe 
who had wronged her, but, none to 
0 — bounties ſo laviſhly beſtowed upon 
ns | 

Theſe kind of meditations would 
doubtleſs have accompanied me to. my 
own door, if they had not been inter- 
rupted, as well as my courſe towards 
home, by an unexpected accident, which 
the reader will find faithfully related in 
the ſucceeding chapter. 


[ 
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CHAP. I. 


| PRESENTS THE READER WITH AR 


ADVENTURE OF MUCH MORE IM- 
PORTANCE TO THE PUBLICK 
THAN ANY CONTAINED IN THE 
TWO LAST FOREGOING CHAP» 
TERS, | 


HE human. heart is liable to many 
1 bad propenſities, which, if not. 
timely, correted by reaſon, ſhoot forth 
into practice, and become vices. But 
of theſe there are two ſorts; n 


* 


I 
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with. us, and ut. of our nature; the 
other imbibed by the fatal prevalence of 
example, and rooted in us by cuſtom, 
which is a ſecond nature. Thoſe born 
with us, as the indulging them is at- 
tended with ſome pleature, urge in their 
defence the unconquerable deſire of gra- 
tifying the ſenſes : the luſtful man pleads 
the warmth of his conſtitution, and the 
ſtrong allurements of beauty; the ſoul of 
the ambitious triumphs and exults on 
every degree of power he gains over his 


fellow-creatures; the miſer thinks him- | 


ſelf happy in counting over his bag 
and bang maſter of - thing that will 
purchaſe all things elſe; and the epicure 
feels no care, no ſorrow, while he is 
emptying the full-charged goblet, and 

alating the delicious viand. But what 
1 the blaſphemer, the | mpg" ſwearer, 
or the gameſter, to alledge in his vindi- 
cation? Theſe are crimes in which na- 
ture has no part, nor are the ſenſes any 
way concerned in them, as they neither 
excite nor feel any ſatisfaction in them. 
One might therefore be apt to imagine, 
that men thus guilty ſinned merely for 
the ſake of ſinning. But I will not al- 
low myſelf to think that there are many 


ſo impudently daring; a few diſtin- 
mis fortune tobeengaged in. Living with 


guiſhed perſons will ſerve to bring up a 


mode, and every one knows that at pre- 


ſent an indiſcriminate imitation is the 
reigning folly of the Engliſh nation. 
Theis were reflections which occurred 


to me after I came home, as I was about 


to tranſcribe the remaining part of my 
evening's progreſs out of my precious 
Tablets, I had ſome farther thoughts 
on the occaſion, but as they might ſeem 
more proper for the pulpit than a work 
of this nature, I ſhall add no more, but 


proceed to the narrative of that adven- 


ture which gave riſe to them. 

As I was paſſing, in my way home, 
through a ſtreet of no very good repute, 
two perſons, from a little narrow alley, 
bolted haſtily upon me, to the no ſmall 
danger of my Inviſibilityſhip, if an agi- 
lity not very common with me had not 
that inſtant enabled me to give a ſudden 


ſpring, by which I avoided the ruſh I 


muſt otherwiſe have received. They 
went on before me. The night was ex- 
tremely dark; neither moon nor ſtars to 
aſſiſt the viſual ray: but, by the help of 
ſome candles burning in a ſhop not yet 
ſhut up, I diſtinguiſhed that the one was 


very richly dreſſed, and had much the 
appearance of a man of faſhion; and that 
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the other was. a ſellow I had often ſeen 
on many occaſions, and whoſe character 
I was perfectly acquainted with, 0 

Scarce is there a greater villain. to be 
found in low life: I ſay in low life, be. 
cauſe ſhould any perſons in authority, 
or dignified with utles—which Heaven 

forbid !—ever appear in this nation, to 
deſcrve ſuch black denominations, their 
crimes would, like their ranks, be dif... ' 
tinguiſhed ; and, though placed in an orb 
too high to be reached by the juſt ven- 
geance oftheir oppꝛeſſed fellow-creatures, 
would doubtleſsincur what Mr. Addiſon 
makes Cato prophetically ſay in relation 
to Julius Czfar,, on his endeavouring 
ta ſubvert the old Roman conſtitution, 
and become abſolute and perpetual dice 


© Sure there are bolts in the right-hand of 
2 OO | 


Ned with uncommon wrath, to blaſt the 


4 n 
© Who owes his greatneſs to his country's 
© ruin.” | 
But to return to my little knave. The 
wretch is now called Mr. Makeplea ; he 
was formerly ſervant to a lawyer whom 
I employed in ſeveral affairs I had the 


that gentleman a conſiderable time, he 
picked up ſome ſcraps of law, and all the 
terms and phraſes of that ſe ſci- 
ence, by rote; knew how to fake out a 
writ, ſet an officer to work,. fill up a 
bail-bond, and procure evidences in a 
dubious cauſe, With this fund be had 
the impudence, after his maſter's death, 
to pretend he had been his clerk 5 got 
himſelf entered as an attorney, and has 
ever ſince prattiſed as ſuch. His ſole 
bulineſs, however, as may be eaſily ſup+ 
poſed, has always been among the very 
meaneſt ſort of people; fomenting liti- 
gious quarrels, and then making them 
up, after having drained the purſes on 
both ſides. I could not, therefore, avoid 
being amazed at ſeeing him in the come» 
pany I now did; but my wonder ſoon 
ceaſed on hearing, as I was cloſe at their 
. the 5 diſcourſe. between 

[1 nn "64 1 . "I 

Makeplea. It is very lucky, Mr. 
Coaxum, that I hap to be at home 
when you came. There are ſome of 
the profeſſion who would have ſcrupled 
to 2 this ha but, for my, 
part, I am always ready to venture every 
thing to ſerve my friends. its 
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never loſt any thing, nor ever ſhall, by 
”.our fraternity. I know there are ſome 
who will ſneak their heads out of the 
— and leave their lawyer in the 
urch. 


Makeplea. Aye, faith, T narrowly 


efcaped the pillory once. A vile 

who, after T had procured him three evi- 
dences, pretended a paniek in his con- 
ſcience, threw up his cauſe, and ſuffered 
himſelf to be nonfnited, | 

Coaxum. You know we ſcorn ſuch 
doings. Apd 1 can tell you, this will 
be a pretty good job to you. We drain- 
ed the fool's pocket of above an hun- 
dred pieces before we plaid upon credit; 
ſothat there is enough in hank to make 


Jou a handſome preſent for your trouble. 


Mateplea. Well, but concernin 
this reverſion. I hope he has lo 
enough to give an air c 
a quantum ſufficit, for the making over 
his eſtate after the deceaſe.of his father? 

Coaxum. Upwards of a thouſand 
pounds; beſides a gold watch and a dia- 
mond-ring, which he ſeems to fet a high 
value upon. Thetwo laſt Count Cogdy 
has agreed to ſell him again at a great 
price; ſo that, all together, the ſum will 
umount to a ſufficient purchaſe of the 
rever ſion of an eſtate of four hundred a 
year; eſpecially as the preſent poſſeſſor 
is not · 4 fifty, and may live a long 
time. Behides, we hear the young fel- 
low is going to be married to a woman 
of fortune; ſo that the deeds may be 
made redeemable. We do not regard 
his dirty acres, the ready rhino is what 
we want; and he may pay the monev 
out of his wife's fortune, and be clear of 
us again. | | 

Mateplea. Oh, then it will be a 
mortgage, rather than a ſale, Who are 
with him? | 

Cam. Only Count Cogdy, Jack 
Hazard, and Tom Wheedle. | 

_ "Mateplea.' They cannot be witneſſes, 
as I fuppoſe _ are parties concerned. 
cobarum. e are equal ſharers in 

the booty; but the money was loft 
 wholly'to the count. However, there 
will be no want of witneſſes; the land- 
lord. of the houſe and his fon will ſet 
their hands, 

- Theſe words brought them to a doox, 
which. being opened at the firſt knock by 
one of the moſt ill- looked fellows that 
ever diſgraced human nature, they went 


durough a long, dark, narrow paſſage, 


a 


juſtice that us, 


nied them, and was witneſs of a. ſcene 
ſomewhat like what I remember to have 
ſeen ſome years ago in a play of Mrs, 
Centhvre's, called the Gameſter. Count 
Cogdy, as he was called; ſat leaning his 
arm a table, in a gn mem 
Jack Hazard was walkin — 
and forwards in the room ww ne Ie 
old tune; a gentleman, whofe name T 

not yet heard, had thrown himſelf acrofs 
two chairs, with all the tokens of de- 
fpair about him; Tom Wheedle ſtood 
near him, and, as we came in, was en- 
deavouring to give him ſome conſolation, 
in theſe terms Pr'ythee, dear Cleri. 
© mont, do not be thus difconcerted; T 
© have loft as much as you twenty times 
, — mas as _— r in: 
© theſe things will ha to gentlemen 
© that ey. Fortune, , has been 
« againft'you to- night, but not al 
© ways be fo; one ＋ arotber 


time may bring al 


Clerimont made no anſwer, nor 
ſeemed to regard what he fald, uli bear- 
ing the name of lea, and Count 
Cogdy deginning to inſtruẽt him in the 
duffnele he was to do; that unfortunate 
tleman ſtarted up at once, and ſtaring 
— wildly in the face of Make 
plea, cried to him N 
Clerimont. Are you the fiend who is 
to convey my ſoul, that is, my eſtate, 
into the regions of eternal darkneſs, 
whence it can never, never more re- 
06 What de Si 
Makeplea., What u mean, Sir ? 
Cogdy. The — only a it- 
tle out of humour. Faith, Mr. Cleri- 
mont you do not do well to behave in 
this faſhion. You have loſt ſome m 
indeed, but you have: loſt it fairly. 
never take 'an advantage of any man, 
and ſhall be ready to give you your re- 
venge at any time. DES 
Hazard. Aye, Twill ſay that for the 
count; he Tcorns a mean thing. 
Copdy. I believe there is not a more 
unlucky fellow at play in the worltthan 
myſelf, though I have ha to win 
to-night: yet, as I ſaid before, I am 
ready to give Mr. Clerimont an oppor- _ 
tunity of retrieving all he has loſt when- 
ever he pleaſes. For my part, I would 
ſtake all T am worth againſt a pair of 
ſhoe-buckles, rather than any gentle- 
man ſhould think I impoſed upon him. 
r above 
any ſuch thing. N K 
| Haxard, 
"© 
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Hard. We all know that, 
4. Come, od ; gentlemen, 
this is ng nothing z 4 ＋ of time, 


and every moment o 115 is precious. 


are two noblemen now wait: ing, 1 


for me at the Garter tavern, Pray pro-, 
ceed to the buſinels: | 
the deeds I have brought 
be filled up. TIN 
Go I will tell you immediately; 
but rſt 1 muſt do juftice to this gentle- 
man. — Here, Sir, areſthe watch and ting 
u ſtaked; the value of which, you 
to the other ſums. 
e one in his pocket, 
| with a deep: 
ſigh; and the count went on repeating to 
akeplea the ſubſtance of what he was 
to Write. The latter, at the end of every 
article, demanded of Clerimont whether 
he a to it; to which he ſullenly re- 
pn 1 doz I ſee np other remedy.” 
e lawyer having diſpatched his part, 
Clerimont was de Rredto ſign and ſeal; 
he did both; but with ſuch a trembling 
hand, and viſible diſtraction of mind, that 
my heart bled for him, In deliveri 
the writings to the count, he faid— 
Clerimont. There, Sit—I ſuppoſe 
this is all that is required of me, and I 


ma w fe art? 
a, o, no, we muſt have a bot 


fle and a bird together, to ew we are 
all till friends. 

Hazard. Axe, and each of us a 
wenck, t60. - I know where there is a 


. covey of as Young, pretty, plump, par- 


le 25 . in Covent Garden. 

Rot your bottle, and your 
bird, 'and your wenches! I have 55 
with them, and you, and the world, for 


ever! 


In ſpeaking theſe words be matched 


up his go and hat, and ran directly 
out of the houle. As for me, I had as 
litile inclination as himſelf to ſtay. in the 
company of fuch blood-ſuckers; but 
having never ſeen him before, I was cy- 
rious to know. ſdine what more of him, 
and alſohowhe would behave when alone, 


and at liberty yo ruminate on the misfor-. 
ged 7 ph info; 10 fol- 


tune he had pl 
lowed his hops wi 2 ſpeed? could. 
It was not difficul pace. with 
him; for though he ed, groun of 
me at irſt, he * 12 e me 
an cpporty n coming up wi im. 
Never did es averſe the yo with, 
more diſordered ' motions; croffing the 
ve böse aw, Th re, within 
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the ſpace of helf a quarter of a ile, 
without having the leaſt occaſion to ds 
d. Sometimes he would run as if in 

urſuit of F ſometimes 
— quite ſtill it was well the 
dark neſs of the night befriended 


dotherwiſe whoever had met him 


doubtleſs have taken him to be mad. 

In this faſhion he went part of the 
Strand, and turned down one of thoſe 
ſtreets leading to the water - ſile. He 
ſtopped about the middle of it at a door, 
and had e upon the knocker but 

a ſudden thought coming that inſtant 
— his head, be left it, without mak - 
ing the ſignal for admittance, and walked 
ſlowly to the end of the ſtreet; where 
leaning on a, little wall that overlooks 
the river, he N, for ſome minutes 
in the moſt thoughtful and con 
tive _— then faid to himſelf 
How found, how. ſolemn, is the 
© ſilent ſcene! inviting to a certain reſk, 
© from miſery and ſhame ! Here, ps, 
© in the boſom of this friend! 
© may all my follies and pr Ag be 


. © hid forever from the talking world!” |. 
feared 


I nothing leſs wovid enſur, 
than that I hould ſee him preſently 
tempt to do as his words had hinted * 
therefore drew as near ta him as. I cou 

in arder to prevent ſo bad an eſſect 
his deſpair. er 
ing, that if the thing had 

Je „ and e r 


himſelf . from his fate 
viſible e would donde 
imagined hi 


ation 9 
— 1 ſome Supernatural Bow 
and . it as a miracle. 
1 would baye ated on 
un odd occaſion, is 3 tory 
ter a-pauſe, and Mr 
of ſome few ſighs, he ſtarted rom the 
poſture , he had been in, and cried 
No, it muſt not bez 1 bave ſome buſt» 
© neſs ftill for revenge on the 
© cheat, the villain, + that has unden 
© mel! Loye, toq, demands 
4 * from me; but by what I 
1 that mighty debt, I k nom nog. 
Charlotte! Charlotte! on hom 
© Joſt a wretch haſt thou. warde | 
© heart!” | 20 
Theſe words were utirylwithag 15 
which ſeemed to cleave _ 
were the laſt I heard from —— — 5 
time. turned back, 2 aby 
to the houſe where he had fir ed 


the door was opened gn bi & : 
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and too ſuddenly ſhut again for me to 


have entered with him if I had intended 


itz but the variety of accidents pre- 
ſented to me in this evening's ramble, 
had already ſufficiently filled my head, 
and made me glad to retire to my re- 
poſe. . 


CHAP. IV. 


RELATES SOME PASSAGES WHICH 


MAY PROBABLY DRAW SIGHS 
© FROM MANY A TENDER HEART 
' OF BOTH SEXES, | 
HE next morning, running over 
1 in my mind the detail of the tranſ- 


Ations of the evening before, the vexa- 


tion I had received on the ſcore of Betty 
Canning very much ſubſided, and I 
looked upon the whole thing as below a 


+ ſerious conſideration. I could not help, 


indeed, retaining fome concern that the 
people of England ſhould be fo infatu- 
ated as to fuffer their thoughts to be led 


aſtray and alienated'from affairs of the 


_ conſequence by ſuch an idle 
ory; but as I doubted not but that 
the impoſition ſhe had been guilty of 
would be detected, though her abettors 
might perhaps find means to ſcreen her 
perſon from the puniſhment, I became 
more eaſy, and reſolved to baniſh, as 


much as poſſible, all remembrance of it, 


But my ideas were widely different in 
regard to poor Clerimont. As much a 
ſtranger as he was to me, I was con- 
vinced, by what I had ſeen and heard, 


that as he had no ftogk of ready money 


o prevent the mortgage he had made of 


is reyerfion, ſo I was equally aſſured, 


by his deſpair, that he had no viſible 
means of raiſing a ſum ſufficient to re- 
deem it. His calling on the name of 
Charlotte with ſo much vehemence 
made me alſo not doubt but that he ha 

ſome tender attachment, which he feared 


would be broke through by what he had 


E. . 5 
Though I know no vice for which I 
have a more real contempt than the love 
of gaming, yet the age of this gentle- 
man, which could not exceed three and 
twenty, ſeemed to me a very moving 
plea im his behalf; and the graces of his 
mien and aſpect fo much intereſted me 
in his favonr, that I leſs blamed his in- 
adventeney than compaſſionated the mis- 


\ 


© every ſyllable of this diſt 


fortune it had brought him into. In 
fine, his perſon and 9 bad 
made a very er impreſſion on me; he 
was the firſt objeft of my waking 


_ thoughts; and my impatience to be bet- 


ter acquainted with his circumſtances, 
obliged me to leave my bed ſome hours 
before the time in which I was accuſ- 
tomed to do ſo. I roſe in a hurry, tran- 
ſcribed what I have been relating, and 
got the dialogues expunged 'from m 
ablets by the pure fingers of my litt 
virgin; then haftened to the houſe where L 
had ſeen Clerimont enter the night be- 
fore, and which, by the help of ſome 
lamps in the ſtreet, I had taken ſuffi- 
cient notice of to be able to know again, 
The door was luckily open when I came. 
to it. A ſervant-maid, ho ſeemed ta 
have more inclination to hold a goſſip's 
tale than to do the buſineſs ſhe was hired 
for, ſtood leaning with both her hands 
upon her mop, very earneſt in diſcourſe 
with one of her own otcupation in the 
neighbourhood. A few words ſerved 
to convince me that theſe wenches were 
deſcanting on the affairs of the families 
they lived in; which, as I was pot at 
preſent in a humour to pry into, I ſtaid 
not to hear what was faid, but went di- 
rely into the houſe, and up ſtairs, ſup- 
ofing Clerimont might be lodged in 
rl oor. I was not deceived; I found 
him writing at his bureau. in the dining- 
dom. A letter la by him directed to 
Count Cogdy : this was folded, and 
ready for ſealing, ſo it was not in my, 
power to examine the contents; but his 
pen, on my entrance, way employed on 
another; which, looking oyer dis ou. 
der, I ſaw was diftated in the follow - 
ing termby | 
| Tate 
My only dear, and for e ver dear uA 
© A Thouſand heart-rending ſighs, a 
A... thoufand pangs more 8 
© than any death can ip W e 
| vis et pine! 
© I foreſee the anguiſh it will give, you, 


Txi 3 * 


5 


020d fo alf che weight” of g ad. 
© ded to my own, Oh, Charlotte! I 
© muſt ſee you no more! That loye, ſo 


long cemented by. the utmoſt proofs 
of mutual tenderneſs, 41 A 


ing fulfilled'n a happy union, mult be 
© now broke off at once—diſſolyed for 
© ever! 4. e all claim ta 
every future good, and juſtly incurred 
© the fate that now attends nl . 3 "my 
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» 


«RAD, Oo So _uSGOD, 


. © in inform. ou, that 1 t tures now, methought, 
| Nr at 1 exiſt Try 


y to like frantick in * he ele: 


be 
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t! a wretched exile from againſt the wainſcot, 


1 bend 
ſtamped, and ever 


c Ag country, Fen and von, and anon buri into the moſt . ol 


£ more than all! fine, my 
« Charlotte; ſuch is the ad neceſſity to 


3 e 1 have geduced myſelf, as com- 


is me to do a thing which nature 

6 1 abhors; T go this morning either 
* to kill or be killed: which of theſe two 
« ſhall happen, is in the hand of Heaven; 
each equally tears me from every 
« earthly comfort. I choſe to acquaiut 
; Xvioully with this accident, to 
the end you may be the leſs ſurprized 

c « hs you ſhall hear it from the mouth 
© of othiers. 
el, thou lovelieſt, beſt, and deareſt 
£ of thy fex! Hate not the memory of 
the r 
© CLERIMONT. 


P. 8. As 1 have attire myſelf 
d unworthy o reſerving any marks. 
* off your Vadbgdien, I return the 

* ring with which you bleſſed my 
7 ſioger in our happier days. Ac- 

« cept once more my laſt adieu! 

ay endleſs bleſſings await you, 

s ſuperior, if poſſible, tomy woes! 


This' unhappy gentleman diſſembled 
not in the lines he wrote; his heart now 
laboured with agonies greater than could 
be expreſſed with words, pad ſhewed 
themſelves in every look an d geſture. 
After having carefully inciſed t e ring, 
and put both that and the letter under a co- 
ver, he ordered a chairman to be calle; 
and delivering to him both theſe diſ- 
patches, andtelling him where they were 
to he catried, he proceeded to give ſome 
farthef TnffruRtions—* „ 5 to Miſs 
Charlotte, you are to leave with her 
a + with orders to give it to her 


I when me is ſtirring; this, to Coun 


N requires an immediate anſw 
c oF 8 on mult wait for. The e 
low, Faun aſſured him that he wand 
be oe in abeyng his Ten. 
went on his errand z and Clerimont con- 
tinued walking backyards and forwards 
in the room, with motion extreme] 
diſcompoſed ;then hy imſelf down on 
2 and bra * he uried, as 


"FR I found. > awry nur 


ho W e kl this \ fg w__ . 


A br dne 1 0 2 qui 


death- Ii 
Cy frame ; his looks and — 


I can ſay no more. Fare- 


exclamations; ſome af which are theſt 
How unhappy a creature ay The 


© very reaſon e ſo r 
us r . 
void of paſſions as of bros, 


© feel torments here, nor dread a future 
© hell! What will poor Charlotte fa 
on reading of my Fetter? How 


my father ſupport the ſtory of my fate, 


« when it hall reach his ears? 0 
© wretch, that I 1 dorn to be 4615 
4 to all who lov 


The return wh chairman. b 
him a little to his ſenſes, and bet, 
manded haftily whether he hat got 
anſwer from Count Cogdy; to whi 
man replied 
Chairman. No, Sir. T. went I | 
firſt, but the people of the houſe told 
he was not "ſtirring, nor they belie 
would be for a 3 while; of 7 
to Madam Charlotte's, and left the 
with her maid, as your 17 11 2 :; 


but I had nor Fo ot above half nar 
before her forks n, wh 
his lady would ſpeak to me; on which 


T went back with, him. 
Clerimont, Charlotte already vp bat 
ſtrange.— What did ſhe ſay 90 ed 5 
Chairman. Sir, ſhe quly aſked where 
the gentleman was that ſeut the letter t 
* „ and that 
* er TY raw. 


wb 


riſe till twelve ods lee 
ſaid I mu ht, . Te 
about 1 timie 1 * . 
as I did not 'kn * ; 
- be pre e Ith 


Cui 1 
him my 


ben 110 5 
yr 8 = 
hae _—_ have found 

6 way 1 8 
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4 him; but I ſhall now ſurprize and 


g force him to * it.“ 


While he was ſpeaking, he ſtepped 


to the cloſet, and brought out a pair of 


pocket piſtols, with ſome ammunition to 
Pad them with: he was juſt beginning 
to perform that work, when the maid of 
the houſe came up, and told him a lady 

deſire to ſpeak with him. Clerimont 


turned haſtily about; but before he had 


time to ſ eak, his fair gueſt was in the 
room. Charlotte, (for it was ſhe herſelf, 
but extremely diſordered both in her dreſs 
and looks) on finding how Clerimont 
' was employed, thus accoſted him 
Charlotte, Oh, Clerimont ! Cleri- 
mont! what means that cruel letter you 
juſt now ſent me? Wheretore theſe 


* dreadful preparations? Tell me, this 


inſtant tell me, or I ſhall die with ap- 
prehenfion ! 5 

Clerimont. Ah, Charlotte! never till 
now unwelcome to my fight, why, in 
this fatal moment, dolt thou ſet before 
me that angelick form, which ſerves but 
to remind me more of the heaven I have 


loſt! 


', Charlotte. Shock not my ſoul with 


this deſpair, yet cruelly conceal from me 
the cauſe! I have right to be made 
the partner of your griefs as well as 


ys. Speak, then, I conjure you; let 


me know all, 
Clerimgnt. I cannot, | 
_ Charlotte. You love me not, if you 
hide aught from me, The worſt of evils 
could not give me half the pain as this 
* uncertainty. Clear, then, the tempeſt on 
your brow; compoſe your mind; re- 


move thoſe murderous inſtruments from 


my ſight, and Ha! what's here! 
In pointing towards the piſtols, ſhe 


ſaw the letter directed to Count Cogdy 


which ſhe haſtily ſnatched up, and went 
on, ſayin 


Charlotte. A letter to that. infamous 


villa! Ahl then I gueſs what has 
happened; ſome curſed gaming quarrel ! 
— Clerimont, I muſt read this letter. 
_ Glerimont. You may: it will in-part 
reveal what my tongue has not the power 
to utter. N | 
Ever ſince my coming into the room, 
I had been extremely impatient to ſee 
the contents of this billet; ſa while the 
Jady, with a tremblin hand, was break - 
ing open the ſeal, I ſlipped behind her, 
and read, at the ſame time the did, theſe 
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I Remember that, in the midft of my 
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1 © confuſion laſt night, you offered 
to give me my revenge whenever 1 
ſhould demand it; which I now do, 
and expect you will meet. me within 
an hour in the long field behind the 
baſon in Mary -le Bon, armed with 
ſword and piſtol; for it is not with 
cards or dice we now muſt try our 
ſkill. You have left me nothing but 
my life to loſe, and I am impatient 
tl 1 ſtake it againſt yours. Come 
without a fecond; for I know no gen- 
tleman whom I would demean fo far 
as to engage him with any of your in- 
famous aſſociates, If you 'refuſe to 

comply with this ſummons, which 
dos you too much honour, you may 
depend that, the firſt time I ſee you, 
in what place ſoever it be, I ſhall make 
you an example to all ſcoundrels, 
cheats, and cowards. So no more 
at preſent from : 


© CLERIMONT. 


. © P, 8. Send your anſwer by the 
6 bearer. F ö : {9.0 : 


Charhite. | Then you would fight! 
would hazard a life fo precious to me, 
only in revenge for being defrauded of 
a Pony ſum! Pray how much have 
you loſ? 1 

Clerimont. My all. | 
_ Charloite; Be more explicit. 

He then related to her all the parti- 
culars of his misfortune; which, as the 
reader is already acquainted with, would 
be needleſs to repeat. When he had 
given over ſpeaking, Charlotte, with 
the greateſt ſerenity and ſweetneſs, ſaid 
to him * 1 

Charlotte. And is this all that has 
diſconcerted you in ſo terrible a man- 
ner ? | Fon 

Clerimont. What means my Char- 
lotte? Am I not a beggar! irrecover- 
ably a beggar! 1 1 
barlotte. How can that be, when you 
ſay the writings will be-returned to you 
on payment of a thouſand pounds? and 
am not I in poſſeſſion of eight times that 
ſum, which, with myſelf, you are ſhortly 
to be maſter of ? | 

Clerimont, Plunder my Charlotte! 
No, forbid it ur, juſtice, love 
Firſt let me periſh! 

Charlotte. 


| 
| 
| 


Charlotte. Be not fo raſh. You 
muſt, you ſhall: accept it. 4 

Clerimont. Oh, Charlotte! could I 
abuſe fuch goodneſs, I were a villain, 
meaner, viler far than he that has un- 
done mel 

Charlotte. Indeed I will not be de- 
nied: and if you perſiſt in this obſtinacy, 
will go myſelf in perſon, pay the money, 
and redeem the obligation. : 
. Clerimont. Oh, ſpeak not, think not, 
of ſuch a thing, unleſs you wiſh to ſee 
me turn in myſelf one of thoſe wea- 
pons I intended for my adverſary! 


Gharlotte. Hold, Clerimont ! For- 
bear to fright me thus! — Juſt as vou 


ſpoke, a ſudden thought ſtarted into 
my head, as if there were a way to rid 
you of this incumbrance without any 
expence either to yourſelf or me. | 

Clerimont. How | By what miracle! 

Charlotte. The projet is not yet quite 
faſhioned in my brain. But you muſt 
come with me to my lodgings, for I dare 
not truſt you with yourſelf. As we go, 
perhaps I may be able to bring my ſcheme 
to more perfection. 


Clerimont. Oh, Charlotte, thy ſoft- 


neſs quite unmans me 

Charlotte, No, it is your owh de- 
ſpair unmans you. Let me prevail on 
you to — only ſome reſpite to theſe hor- 
rible ideas. | 

Clerimont. Well, you muſt be obey- 
ed. I will defer the execution of m 
intentions till another day. | 
Charlotte ſeemed tranſported at hav- 
ing won thus far upon him; and a coach 
being called, they | 
liſtened to the directions given where to 
drive; and; eager to know what turn 
this affair would take, followed on foot 
as faſt as I was able. | 


CHAP. v. 


MAY POSSIBLY BECOME THE SUB- 
JECT OF SOME FUTURE COMEDY, 
AS THERE IS NOTHING IN THE 
STORY THAT CAN BE OBJECT- 
ED TO AT THE LICENCE-OF- 
Flex. 11 ? 


A MONG all the indefatigable en- 


after things intended to be kept ſec: et, 
never had my curioſity met with a greater 
diſappointment than it did at the time l 
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th went into it. I 


quiries I had fo long been making 
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am ſpeaking of. I arrived at the houſ& 
where Charlotte lodged the very moment 
that the coach which brought that lady 
and her lover thither was diſcharged and 
driving off; and had the mortification to 
ſee the door ſhut when I was not at the 
diſtance of above ten paces from it. 
Every preſent minute, however, flatter- 
ing me with the hopes that the ſucceed- 
ing ones would be more ſucceſsful, I 
waited, though I cannot ſay with much 
patience about two hours; no one having 
any occaſion, I ſuppoſe, either to go in- 
or out. Atlaſta friendly baker knocked 
at the door ; which being epened, I took 


the opportunity to ſlip in while he deli- 


vered a loaf of bi 
the houſe. 
I went up ſtairs, and found the per- 
ſons I ſought for in the dining-room; 
Bat here, alas! I was a ſecond time diſ- 
appointed; the grand conſultation: be- 
tween them was over before my en- 
trance, and' what I heard after I came 
in could not make me able to form any 
judgment of the ſubject they had been 
upon. I could only know that ſomething 
of great moment had been concluded, as 
the reader will eaſily perceive by the fol- 
lowing ſhort dialogue | 
Charlotte, You cannot imagine how 
much yeu have obliged me by this con- 
feſſion; but I will not detain you, leſt 
the villain ſhould be gone out. Re- 
member to fix the appointment at ſeven, 
or between ſeven and eight, this even- 
ing. . 
vie, Yes, yes. | 
Charlotte. By that time I ſhall be 
able to get every thing in order; and you + 
will ſee I ſhall play my part as well as 
the beſt actreſs of them all. Do you 
take care that no nnguarded look or word 
gives the count any room ts ſuſpect you 
are leſs in go:d-humour than you pre- 


| to the ſervant of 


tend to be. | 


Clerimont. Fear not; I ſhall be cau- 
tious not to ſpoil fo good a plot by my 
ill performance. - , | 

Charlotte. If it ſacceeds, as I have 
not the leaſt doubt it will, the ſtory will 
be a ſubject of mirth for us as laſting as 
our hives. | . 

Clerimont, And as laſting a ſubjedt 
for my admiration of. the vit and con- 
trivance of my dear, dear Charlotte. 

. Charlotte. Well, well, defer your en- 


' comiums till a more ſeaſonable oppar-- 


tunity. I long, methinks, to have this 
e - uh 


_ a2s 


. — 


| love. 


buſineſs over; and it is high time for 
you to begin to ſet the firſt wheel of 
our machine in motion. | 

Clerimant, I am going. Adieu, my 


He accompanied theſe words with a 
very tender and paſſionate ſalute, then 
left the room. Though I eaſily perceived 
that Charlotte had fomewhat of great 
im nce to tranſa& in this affair, yet, 
as I could not be in two places at once, 
I choſe to follow Clerimont. He went 
directiy to Cogdy's lodgings; and, on 

ing if he were at home, was ſhewed 
into a handſome parlour; where, after 
waiting about a minute, the count's ſer- 
vant came to him, and faid his maſter 


| had not been long out of bed, and was 


it; I thought no more of it. 


out of humour at firſt loſing his mo- 


not. quite drefſed, but deſired he would 


walk up; which he did, with his Invi- 


ſible attendant cloſe behind him. The 


count-no ſooner ſaw him enter, than he 


ran to embrace him _ French com- 
aiſance, ſaying at the ſame time 

ye yr Dear Clerimont, I am glad 

to ſee you. 

 Clerimont. My dear count, a lucky 

morning to you. I behaved ſomewhat 


oddly laſt night, and could not be eaſy 


till I came and aſked your pardon. 

(gay. Oh, Sir, you have it, you have 
I know it 
is natural for a gentleman to be a little 


Dey. 
Clerimont. But I was leſs excuſable . 


than you imagine; for, to confels the 


truth, I had, in Bank bills, upwards 


of two thouſand pounds lying in my bu- 
reau kt home; ſo was under no neceſſity 
either of playing upon tick, or of trou- 
bling a lawyer to mortgage the reverſion 
of my eſtate. | 

Cogdy. Ts it poſſible! Are you in 
ear neit? 


Clerimont, To convince you I am 


ſo, you ſhall have the teſtimony of your 


booked at the bills, ſeemed much ſur- 


own * See here, caunt—and here. 
In ſpeaking this, he took out of his. 
et- book ſeveral bills to the amount 

of the ſum he had mentioned. The 
count, ſtretched his eyes broad open; 


. Cog ty." Theſe are Bank- bills, indeed! 
_ Clerimont. Aye, I can turn them 
into ready ſpecie at any banker's in 
town. ” i 
Cogay. Well, I cannot help 


ing how a man who had two thouſand 
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pounds by him could fuffer himſelf tobe 
diſconcerted at the loſs oſ ne. t 
 Clerimpnt, Hang it, it was\not the 
loſs of the money that vexed me; but 1 
had the hyppo, and that damned hyp 
makes one affront one's beſt friends. 


Cogdy. So, then, I ſuppoſe you will 
redeem your mortgage? x 

Clerimont. Time enough for that. 
But, now [I think on it, you o me 


my revenge, and I'll e en try my chancg 
once more. N ' 
Clerimont. Why, ſtake one of theſe 


thouſands againft my bene ſa either 


win the horſe or loſe the 1: 
Ale. 5 
Clerimont. Let it be to-night, then. 
: Cogay. Agreed. 4% Will you Ray and 
* with me? . 3 
rimout, I am A ith a: 
young fellow juſt — 2 — and to 
the poſſeſſion of a great eſtate; but 1 
will meet you at night, and perhaps 
bring him with me. Maes 
of his 


Cagdy. Do; I ſhall be glad 
acquaintance, | 5 
Clerimont, We knew one another in 
the country: he will go any where with 
me. — But, harkye, count, I don't like 
that honf: we were in laſt night; every 
thing in at gg mo the face of 
verty and ill- . y k. 
nk y nice, and will A 
his noſe at it. Can't you think of a 
more agreeable place ? n 
Cg I know of ſeveral. The only 
reaſon that makes me chuſe to go thi- 
ther ſo often is, becauſe I think it the 
moſt (ate. This curſed act of parlia- 
ment has laid ſuch reſtriẽtĩon on us who 
love play, that it · is not every where. we. 


dare venture to indulge ourſelves in that 


diverſion. | 
Clerimont, Whit objection have you 
to Mixum's, in ****** Street? 
Cogdy. Tis a good houſe, and ex - 
cellent accommodation. But don't you 
know that it was ſearched three or 
1 ago by a whole poſſe of conſta · 
Clerimont. Ves, but they f no- 
thing of what they came to look for; 
therefore the moſt fetuiie 4c prefeht, bs 
they will ſcarce came again in haſte. 
Cogdy. Well, then, we will meet 
there, if you pleaſe. At what hour? 
Clerimont. Seven, or a little aſter, if 


it ſuits you. 


I we 


E. 


t. 
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other. During 


Haar. What, 


g 2 


— 
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cc Extremely well i then we ſhall 
have the whole evening before us. 
He was about to take his leave, and 


had roſe — for that purpoſe, when. Haar. How did he come by 


Wheedle, rd, and Coaxum, came 
all together into the room; they ſeemed 
a little ſurprized at ſeeinꝑ him there, but 
faluted him with their uſual familiarity. 
Hazard. Hah!- dear Clerimont, 
mornin to u. . 
gy you look like your - 
ſelf again you were quite another man 
laſt night. 
Coaxum. Aye, faith, you muſt ex- 
pect to be well roaſted. | 
Clerizmont. I know I deferve it. But 
you muſt defer your farcaſms til] night, 
for I am in great haſte at preſent ; fo, 
gentlemen, your ſervant. ö 
He was going out of the room with 
theſe words; but, juſt as he came to the 
door, he turned back, and faid to Count 


Your — * * N 
Clerimont. Be ſure, count. not to 
forget to bring the writings with you. 
 Cogdy. No, no; they have never been 
out of my pocket ſince you delivered 
them to me laſt night. | 8 
There paſſed no more between them: 
Clerimont went hattily down ſtairs, and 


I gladly would have followed him; but 


Hazard and Wheedle happened to ſtand 


between the door and the corner where I 


had unluckily poſted myſelf, fo that it 
was impolithle for me to remove my quar- 


ters without running a very great r1{que- 


of being felt either by the one or the 
the 3 was 
compelled to ſtay, I heard the following 
converſation, which I would not trouble 


my readers with the repetition of, but to 


ſhew what montters of mankind theſe 
wreiches are who get their 
livelihood by gaming. 

— — he mean by 
writings? Sure he is not going to re- 
deem his mortgage! | 

" Cogdy. No; bat he is going to ſend 
a thouſand, or, it is likely, two thou- 
ſand pouads after it. We have made 
an appointment to play again to- night. 
upon tick ? 

Wheedle. Phoo! that is doing of no- 
thing; the fool has no more eſtates in re- 
verſion. to make o rt. 

Cogdy. You cannot imagine me ſo 


weak as to loſe my time with a fellow 
that hae no money dur effects; no, no, 
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ou he has two thoufünd pounds in 
ank-bills; he ſhewed them to me. 


- "Tis no matter to de how 
them; we ſare 6 
came by z we are fore of making 


them ours before we ſleep. 


 Wheedle, They muſt vertainly be 
bills bis farher has intruſled him with to 
buy ſtock eſther for himſelf or ſome of 
his friends in the co » "The young 
fellow will hang himſelf to- | 
when he reflets on what he has done. 
Hazard. Let him hang K, 
when we have got all he has to loſe. | 
Cogity. Aye, aye. But I can tell 
you better nes than this: he bringe 
rich young heir with him; one that 
knows nothing of the world; a. mere 
fap, a greenhorn. There will be fleec- 
4 2. the count bud dont ſpeaki 
as count had | 1 
ſome little noiſe in the fireet made — 


all run to the windows; hy which mens 


I got the fo much wiſhed-for 
tunity of eſcaping from 4 confine- 
ment. When 1 found myſt at liberty, 
begun to conſider not only on what' 
had feen and heard, but alſo on whit TE 
had not ſeen nor heard. I was ſtill as 
much in the dark as ever as to Char- 
lotte's contrivance, and could not keep 
myſeif from fretting at the many diſap- 
pointments I had met with on that ac- 
count; I was doomed, however, to re- 
ceive yet one more. 1 EW TE., 
Though I doubted not but when the 
gameſters met the whole wovld he laid 
open to me, yet the time ſtemed too te- 
dious for my impatience. I'wanted to 
know the buſineſs of the plot before I 


2 


ſaw it acted, and fet myſelf to think on 


the moſt probahle means ti accotnplift 
my deſigns. Accordingly Iwent to the 
lodgings of Charlotte, hoping to find 
Clerimont there, and diſcover ſorng- 
thing farther by the diſeuurſe they would 
have togerher ; hut, to my great morti- 
fication, perecived 9 15 — Joo 
empty, excepting a little ap- dog lying 

Ware Mee 1 


on a cuſhion before the fire, 


no other reſource than to go home to 
dinner, which I did; and after having 
got my Tablets made ready to receive a 

new-impreflion, 7 
beft manner-f coutd till the hour-arrived 
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myſelf in the 
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HAP. vi. 
l PUT A FINAL PERIOD TO THE 
 SUSPENCE OF MY READERS, IN 
RELATION TO CLERIMONT AND 
CHARLOTTE, | 

| A precious a thing as time 7 and 
as much as I always knew the 

real value of it, the hours, methought, 
moved flowly on till the clock ſtruck 
ſeven, and told me that I might now 
hope for the full eclairciſſement of an ad- 
venture I had already taken ſo much 
fruitleſs pains to explore. Pretty ſe- 
- cure, however, that I ſhould not loſe my 
labour any more on this occaſion, I went 
with great glee and jollity of mind to the 
houſe of Mr, Mixum. 
and his three aſſociates came preſently 
after, and were ſhewn into the beſt room, 
where I accompanied them. On their 


calling for wine, Mixum came up with 


it himſelf, to pay his compliments, as not 
having ſeen them for a conſiderable time; 
and there enſued ſome diſcourſe concern- 
ing the ſearch-warrant that had been 
nted againſt the houſe, the manner 
in which thoſe perſons who were there 
bad made their eſcape from the officers, 
and ſuch like affairs; which not being 
at all material to my purpoſe, I regard- 
ed not, nor ſpread my Tablets to re- 
celye.. © | | 
Within about half an hour Clerimont 
and his young friend appeared. The 
- firſt ſight of the latter extremely ſtruck 
me; I thought I had ſomewhere ſeen that 
face, but when, or where, or on what 
occaſion, I could not preſently recol- 
lect, and it was ſome minutes before I 
knew this ſeeming beau for a real belle; 
in fine, it was no other than Charlotte 
herſelf. She was, indeed, fo artfully 
diſguiſed in all points, that a perſon 
much better acquainted with her fea- 
tures might have been deceived; her 


Cqunt Cogdy 


* 
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Clerimont, with 2 well · diſſembled 
gaiety in his voice and countenance, pre 

nted her to the company, telling them 
he had taken the liberty to introduce a 
friend, whoſe converſation he | doubt- 
ed 'not would be agreeable to them. 
They received her with the 
liteneſs and good-breeding: for I muſt 
here obſerve, that though theſe men, 
either through the calamities of the 
times, or their own miſmanagement and 
ill conduct, were reduced to the wretched 
courſe they now took for ſubliſtence, 
they had all of them been endowed with 
a liberal education, and knew how to 
behave like perſons of real honour and 
faſhion whenever they found it ſuitable 
to their intereſt to do ſo. The glais 
went round two or three times, while 
they talked only on ordinary matters; 
but our fair Amazon being impatient, [ 
ſuppoſe, to put the finiſhing ſtroke to 
the ſtratagem ſhe had formed, ſtarted 
up on a ſudden, and faid— 

Charlotte. Well, but, gentlemen, 
how are we to paſs the evening? I hope 
in ſomething more agreeable than mere 
chit- chat? Clerimont talked of play, 
and I ſee you have implements ready. 
 Cogdy. Sir, we amuſe ourſelves that 
way ſometimes; and, if you chuſe it, 
ſhall be ready to oblige you. | 

' Charlatte. Oh, by all means. I love 
play extravagantly: the muſick of adice- 
box is to me a: 5909 all Handel's operas 
and oratorios; 
mony than in the ſpheres themſelves, 
and I could danceeternallyto the ſound, 
Come, gentlemen, which of you will 
engage me? I have ſome looſe pieces 
in my pocket, which I am to throw _ | 
awav, if chance ſhould fo determine. © 

Hazard. Then, Sir, Lam your man, 
if you think fit; for I know the count 
has made an agreement to play with 
— on a very particular occa- 
ion. 

Charlotte. Then, Sir, I will content 


re is more real har. 


's 
b 
t 1 th 
DM 

| 
8 
11 


myſelf a while with being a by - ſtander. 
Hazard. You need not, Sir; yo. 
ſee here are more tables than one. 
Charlotte. Aye; but I chute to bet 
on my friend's ſid e. 
Hazard. Nay, as you pleaſe for that: 
we thall any of us be ready to take you 


up. 1 | 
Phe count and Clerimont being now | 


cheeks, which had naturally no. more 
red in them than was neceflary to pre- 
ſerve her complexion from the character 
of a dead paleneſs, were now, by the 
help of carmine or Portugal paſte, of 
à high ruddy colour; her eye-brows, 
which were of a fine light brown, were 
now black as jet; and that ſweet and mo- 
deſt air ſo becoming inthe amiable Char- 
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* Jotte, converted into one all bold and in an attitude to play, and the writinge 
rakiſn. 9 laid down on the one ſide, 1 | 
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und Bank- bill on the other, Char- 
cried ou.:· , GER 
Charlotte, What! paper inſt 
1 Theſe are the oddeſt ſtakes 
ever ſaw, Yours, Clerimont, I think, 
is a thouſand pounds? M1 


| _ Cogdy. I aflure you, Sir, that mine 
1 5 81 * 15 


equivalent. 

Charlotte. I believe ſo. But, before 
you begin, you muſt give me leave to 
ſpeak a word or two. 

Cogdy, As many as you pleaſe, Sir. 

Charlotte. It is only this You muſt 
loſe, count. ; Th * * a 

Cogdy, Muſt loſe, Sir! 

8 225 Sir, _ loſe. 

ogdy. That, Sir, will happen, as 
Fort? ſhall » lis 2 ris 
Charlotte. Sir, I ſtand in the place 


of Fortune, and tell you that you muſt' 


loſe thoſe writings to Clerimont. 
Hazard. at means all this! 
Cogdy. I do not underſtand you, Sir. 
Charktte, I will ſpeak plainer. Your 
falſe dice will be of no lervice to you at 
this time. You muſt willingly return 
to Clerimont thatdeed of reverfion which 
you drew him in to gn as a ſecurity 
for money you had baſely cheated him 
of: I ſay willingly; for, if you do not, 
I] am come prepared with means to force 
you to it. ö n 
Cogdy. Sir, I ſcorn both your words 
and threats. 1 never cheated any man; 
nor will part with what chance has be- 
ſtowed upon me. EOS e 
Hazard. Sdeath! ſhall we be bul- 


lied by fuch a prig! 
Charktte. None of your 2 pri 
] have that will filence you. e here, 


the copy of a warrant from Juſtice Fer- 
rit, to apprehend and bring before him 
the bodies of George Van Hellmock, 
alias Count Cogdy, John Hazard, Tho- 
mas Wheedle, and William Coaxum. 


The original of this is in the hands of 


perſons who, on the leatt ſtamp of my 
foot, will come up and put it in execu- 
tout... / | 


; "The gameſters now looked on each 


other with all the marks of conſternation; 
but, before they had time to make any 
reply to what Charlotte had ſaid, Mix- 
um, all pale and trembling, came run- 
ning into the room, and ſaid 

Mixum. Oh, gentlemen, we are all 
undone! Three or four conftables are 


at the door; one of my drawers e 
them as he went out to carry a pint 
and there 


wine to a neighbour's houſe; 


nal 


als 
She advanced towards the door with 


man when I condeſcended to 


is a young man below, too, who I dare 
ſay is a ſpy; for he does not ſtay im th 
room, but walks backwards and for- 
wards in the entry, and looks at every 
body as they paſs by; ſo that there is u 
eſcaping, either one way or the other. 
harlotte. He tells you truth; che 
on he ſpeaks of is planted there 
y me, and, on my giving the fignal, 
will call in his myrmidons; ſo chat you 
have nothing for it but to deliver the 
writings quietly to Clefimont : if you ' 
do this, I will inſtantly go down, and 
ſend away the officers, under pretence” 
that the information was wrong, and 
that no gameſters are here. © 
; Cogdy. - Confuſion! What is to be 
one! „„ 
Harxard. Sdeath, count, do not part 
with the writings! We'll fight our way 
through them! | | aps 
Charlotte. Nay, then, I give the ſig · 


\ 
» 
* 
* 


theſe words; but Mixum threw himſelf” 
between, and, with the moſt pity-mov.' 
ing geſture, ſaid— | * 

ixum. Hold, Sir, I beſeech you} 
Con ſider, I never offended you! Do not 
ruin me and my houſe for ever ES: 


Clerimont. Oh, you will be 1 


with lodgings in Bridewell, and fare no 


your cuſtomers, ED | | 

 Cogdy. Well, I did not think Mr. 
Clerimont would have turned informer.” 
Clerimont, Nor did I think I had 


aſſociated myſelf with common ſharpers, 


worſe than theſe worthy gentlemen here, 


cheats, and villains, till laſt night con- 


vinced me of it. | 
Charlotie. Theſe altercations ate 
only loſs of time; the officers will be im- 
patient. Speak, count, roſolve at once; 
ſhall 1 diſmiſs, or call them to the ener- 
ciſe of their function? 3 
Cogdy. Hell and the devil. What 
ſay you, gentlemen? | : 
rale. E'en give up the writings, 
and the devil go with . K | 
Coaxum. Aye, aye, give them up. 
Hazard. Since there is no remedy, 
I give my vote. 
| Cogdy. Nothing vexes me ſo much 
as to be thus ovtwitted, gulled, tricked.” 


— There, Mr. Clerimont, take back 


your mortgage. But I muſt tell you, 
Sir, that you have not acted like 4 
tleman, | 1 
Clerimont. I threw off the — 

in 


ſuch 


- 
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nay, the moſt dangerous, too; worſe 
even than a highway robber; be takes 
but part; you plunder, without remorle, 
the whole fortune of him whom you de- 


cox. into your ſnares. Nor can there be 
any excule from your neceſſities, while 


we have ſo numerous a fleet and ſtand- 


Ing army, which are continually want- 


ing. recruits, and refuſe none who have 


9 F+ health and vigour. f oF 


; Cogdy, Sir, you have got what you 


wanted; ſo pray keep your remonſtrances 


to urſelf. | a ; 
Charlotte. Aye, aye, advice is loſt 


en; ſuch hardened proſligates. Come, 


let us go. 
Clerimant. I attend ou. 
Neither Clerimont nor his fair cham- 


pion faid any more, but went directly 


aut of the room: a volley of curſes from 
the mouths of all theſe miſcreants pur- 


ſued their ſteps. I had no inclination to 
Kay _ 


e I was; but, juſt as I paſſed 
the door, I heard Jack Hazard, who was 
the moſt violent * 1 * ſay to his 
companions—* It is that ſaucy, pert, 
© young coxcomb, that has tir wa 
© Clerimont to do all this: but if ever I 
© meet him in a convenient place, PII 
pink him—T'll make a loop-hole in his 


0 fleſh big enough to let out twenty ſuch 


< puny ſouls.” | | 

I could not forbear laughing within 
myſelf at this menace ;, which, though 
it hewed the villainous diſpoſition of the 
wretch who ſpoke it, I knew it was im- 

offible ever to reach the perſon it was 

velled againſt. The amiable and witty 
Charlotte kept her promiſe; and, on her 
coming down ſtairs, gave orders to the 
young man who waited her commands 
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5 1 moſt 1 characters; 


is now conſummated; and that Cet. 
mont, ſincerely touched with the danger 
he has eſcaped, has made a firm reo. 
lution never to play but for ſmall ſums, 
and for thoſe only with perſoas w] 
honour and integrity he is well aſſured 
of. As for the gameſſero, they ſtill con- 
Bube te fel reat town, like Sa- 
tan, watching to devour ail the prey 
they can get into their clutches. If this 
little narrative may warn any perſon to 
avoid the ſnare, the pains I have taken 
to explain it will be well rewarded, 
CHAP. vun. 
CONTAINS SOMETHING WHICH PFR- 
HAPS THERE ARE MOE LADIES 
THAN ONE WILKS Nor , THINK 
THEMSELVES OBLIGED: ro THE 
AVTHOR FOR REVEALING. 


6 by E RE is no reſeutment ſo impla- 
cable and laſting as that which is 
occaſioned by love converted into hatred 
by ill treatment; and by the more flow 
degree this paſſion riſes in our minds, 
the more virulent it becomes aſter hav. 
ing once gained poſſeſſion. | 
Cleanthes, a gentleman of good fa- 
mily, great worth, and opulent eſtate, 
loved to the wel romantick * 2 
young woman who, excepting: 2 tole+ 
rable ſhare of beauty, had no one real 
charm to recommend her to a perſon of 
his character. She was meanly born, 
more meanly educated; ſhe was-hilly, 
vain, capricious, and of a reputation not 
uite unblemiſhed, Vet did he 30 
— become acquainted with her, than 
be broke off the addreſſes he had long 


_ to ſend away the conſtables; after which 
the took coach with her lover, attended made to a lady af great merit ami for- 
with as many bleiſings and good-wiſhes tune; and, in a ſhort time, y to 
from Mixum, as ſhe had been. loaded all the remonſtranees and difſuaſons of 
with curſes from thoſe above. | his friends, publickly married hev. - 

As I could expe& no more from this Being a huſband made him not leſt 4 
adventure than the retributions of Clexi- lover. His obſequiouſneſs is not to be 


mont to his beloved Charlotte, for the Ueledz his whole Rudy was to ples 
happy deliverance ſhe had given him her; every ſucceeding day the with 
from deſtruction, and which I could it an addition of his dotage of ber;. he 
eaſily conceive without hearing, I re- was-abvays bappy in her preſence, never 
turned to my own apartment, in order eaſy in her abſence; and, to uſe Shake- 


' to get my Tablets made ready for the ſpeare's exp | 8 : 
en ane, pew — 2 5 © Appetite increas'd by what It fed on. 


mult not, however, take leave + | | | 
lovers, without letting the publick know Auglara, for ſo ſhe is called, had 
that a marriage between them, which: ſo little ſenſe toads - 

"IP . ; | jo 


— 
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joyed, or affeRion or gratitude for the 


man who beſtowed it on her, that ſhe 
preſently gave the greateſt looſe to her 


too amorous inclinations; thought of 


nothing but engaging -new admirers; 
and, to that end, made advances, which 
it would be ſhocking to repeat, to every 
pretty fellow ſhe came in company with, 
even before the face of her much- 
injured huſband; who, blinded by his 
paſſion, for a long time looked on all 
that ſhe did as proceeding only from the 
too great eee . her temper. Had 
ſhe obſerved the leaſt degree of circum - 
ſpection in her amours, he would ſcarce 
ever have believed there was a poſſibi- 
lity of her being guilty but ſhe took 


no pains to deceive him; and though ſhe 


knew he lived but in her fight, was 


ſcarce ever at home; and, through the 
want either of artifice or complai- 


ſance, gave herſelf not the pains of 
makirg any excuſes for her continual . 


rambles. 


This made him at laſt fall into a deep 


melancholy; yet itill he loved her, and 
could: hot for a great while prevail on 
himſelf to lay any reſtrictions on her 
conduct. All who had any knowledge 


of the marner in which they lived toge-- 
ther, while they highly condemned her 


treatment of him, were ready to deſpiſe 
his lenity and forbearance. At length, 
however, the tables were entirely turned; 
from having been at firſt the moſt fond, 
and afterwards the paſſive huſband, he 


| became, all at once, the moſt cruel and 


T : he took from her all the jew- 
e 


s and other ornaments he had beſtowed 
upon her; locked her into a garret; ſuf. 


fered no one to come near her, except a 
ſervant, who carried food to her of the 
coarſeſt kind, and no more than would 
juſt ſuffice to keep her from periſh- 
ing. | 
* cannot be ſuppoſed but that fo 
ſtrange an alteration im the bebaviour of 
the late fond, and indeed madly doatin 
Cleanthes, muſt become the z 0 
much converſation in town, A lady of 
my acquaintance, who is reckoned to 
have ſome taſte for x 
ew lines = _ muon — occa- 
on, which I think may not ifagree- 
able to my readers. Fhey are as fol- 


j 
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, ſhewed me a ing with her appeared ſo 


change in his own humour, -than'to an 
detection he had made of her falſhood: 
* 1 # - 2 


NE. 
5 ? 12 ,£3% 33 , 


« on rut PRESENT CRUELTY or CLE- | 

Arn, ro A WIFE deo HE 

© ONCR&/LOVED TO AS GREAT.AN K- 
| ©. eas. /,- "> a oe 4 

As tapers languiſh at th* approach uf 
; 4 = 1 15 a 1 4 


ay, ' 
«Aud, by: dhypees, with flow their ine 


© aways 


+ » «7. 3 


| 2 |; _ 2 
« Awhile they glimmer with contraRted 


© fires, | r 55 
© Trembling, unable to relax their ſpires i 
© But, when the ſun's broad eye is open d 
ie, 5 | ; 
© And beams, thick flaſhing, ſhoot on every 
* fide 5 n 
© No more their emulative force they try, 
© But, ſtruck with radiance, fink at once, 
und die: 
So in his heart love long maintain d it's 


© place, * 
. © Till full conviction glar'd him in the face, 


© And forc'd th' unwilling ſoftneſs to give 
ws . 

© To hate, and rage, and fierce reſentment's 
© ſway. 4 ; | 

c d man! | | 

© What wild extremes hurry thy head- 
« ftrong will! | 

© What boiſt'rous paſſions thy vex'd bo- 
© ſom fill! 

© To reaſon's ſacred rules a truant ſtiſl. 

© 'Whoe'erhe be the golden mean foregoes, 

© Exchanges hop d- for joys for certain es. 


By all the diſcourſes I heard wherever 
I went concerning this affair, I found, 
that though ſcarce, any one pitied A- 
laura, yet almoſt every one condemned 
leanthes; no leſs for his preſent ill- 
uſage of her, than they had formerly 
done for the extravagance of his love. 
© Tt is beneath the N. aw of a man 
© of ſenſe or honour,” ſaid one, * to treat 
© thus — woman, how un- 
* worthy ſoever ſhe may bes ho is yet 
© his-wife.” - | . | 
© If the is really guilty of having 
© wronzed his bed, cried another, as 
© indeed there is not the leaſt room to 
doubt, why, on the diſcovery of her 
© crime, did he not turn herout of doors ? 
© Why did he not ſue for a divorce?” 
It is certain that his way of proceed - 
that many 
le were apt to think that her pre- 
ſent. ſufferings were owing ratheg to a 
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tom of this ſecret. 


* 


others, on the contrary, imagined he 
il loved her; and that, after he had pu- 
*niſhed her a while, he would forgive all 


that was paſt, and again take her to 
his boſom. Variqus and widely diffe- 


rent cenjectures were formed in relation 
both to the huſband and the wife; at all 


which I laughed in my ſleeve, believing, 


I I dare fay with a good deal of reaſon, 
that no one perſon in the whole world, 


except the Inviſible Spy, was at the hot- 
ie means by which 
I became maſter of it I ſhall now ac- 
quaint my readers with. | 

I ſupped one night at the houſe of an 
intimate friend at K-nfigton; and hap- 
pening to ſtay the:e more late than it 
was judged ſafe for me to go home 


alone, was very much preſſed by him to 


take adervant with me; but knowingl had 


u a hetter ſecurity about me than any ſervant 


could be, rejected his offer; and when I 
was got a little way from the houſe, 
Erde on my Belt of Inviſibility, and 
walked on at my leiſure, ne Fore 
from danger as * 8 

Many minutes had not elapſed in this 


employment, before I was diſturbed 


from it by the murmurs of ſome human 


voices, which I heard at a ſmall diſtance. 


My natural curioſity making me draw 
nearer to the place whence the ſound 
proceeded, I eaſily diſtinguiſhed a man 
of good appearance holding by the arm 


a ,enteel weil-drefſed woman, whom he 


ſeemed rather to drag than lead. As 
theſe perſons were no other than Cle- 
anthes and Aglaura, I ſhall infert what 
was ſaid by each of them under their re- 


ſpective names. 
Cleanthes.. Shameleſs wretch! - Can 


you call it an innoceni frolick to come 


to the dagy of a publick coffee-houſe, 
and ſe for your gallant? Had 
ned to be there, had not 


J not ha} 
theſe eyes and ears been witneſſes of 
your guiit, you might, and doubtleſs 
would, have denied, fcriworn it. 
Aglaura. I meant no harm: Lonly 
wanted to rai ly him a little about ſome- 


thing J had heard concerning him. 


Infamous, abandoned 
Hive I not an hundred 


» Cleanthes. 
pre ſtitute! 


times inſiſted on ycur never ſpeaking to 
that fellow more, nor to that uther cox- 
* *y Le Brune? yet, had you not the 


front to run arm in arm this morning 


With the one into the vineyard, in the 


face of the whole Mall, and at night 
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. diſh of chocolate, but 
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came in purſvit of the other — Zut this 
is no time for expoſtulation; I am now 
convinced of the injury you have done 
me. i 

I kept. pretty near to them, till they 
went into a coach, and drove away; and 
I went home ſo much aſtoniſhed at what 
I had heard, that I had not power to 


make any refleftions on it tor ſome 


time. 
My mind, however, grew more ſettled 


by a night's repoſe; and, impatient to 
know how they would behave to each 


other after what had paſſed, I went di- 
rely to their houſe. Cleanthes was up, 
alone, and at breakfaſt, Soon after my 
entrance, a ſcrvant-maid came in, and 
ſaid to him— | 
Maid. Sir, my lady has called for a 
I would not pre- 
ſume to carry any up without your per- 
miſſion, as your orders laſt night were ſo 
poſitive that ſhe ſhould be fed with no- 
thing but water-gruel and dry bread. 
Cleanthes., Why, then, do you trou- 
ble me now? Do you think i gave or- 
ders at night to retract them in the morn- 
ar, Be gone, and let me hear no more 
or it, 5s 
The maid withdrew, and I followed 
her to the roum where Aglaura was now 
lodged, which was indeed a wretched 
garret, She was in bed, weeping; but, 
on the maid's repeating the commands 
of Cleanthes, her tears | Hine? faller: the | 
wrung her hands, ſhe beat her breaſt. 
But it is more eaſy for the reader to con- 
ceive her deſpair, than for me to expreſs 
it; ſo I ſhall only ſay the ſpectacle was 
too moving, I could not bear it, but left 
the houſe immediately, and returned nat 
thither till eight or ten. days; in which 
time the town was apprized of the ſuf- 
fering of Aplaura, and ſpoke of the 
range change of Cleanthes in the man- 
ner I have already related. SY 
On my next viſit, Cleanthes had with 
him an elderly lady, who I afterwards 
underſtood was his aunt. She came, it 
ſcems, ic perſuade him to treat his tranſ- 
grelſing wife with leſs ſeverity. The 
iſcourte between them was as follows 
Lady. I am as ſenſible as you.can be 
of the 2 of Aglaura, and the ditho- 
nour ſhe has brought upon you; yet, 
my dear nephew, you — T 
by uſing in this faſhion a woman who, 
though unworthy, is ſtill your wife. | 
Creanthes, Madam, I can no m_ 


* 


that had bit me, 
ng me. 
houſe. 


woman; but as a 
or a ſerpent that had 
Lady. Put her, then, out of your 


 Cleanthes. That would be — ; 


an opportunity of diſgracing me more by 
her proſtitutions. No, fince I have not 
oofs for a divorce, I will wTy her 
— till I can ſend her for ever from my 
t. 
of mine in York hire; he will be in town 


next week, and take her with him to his 


houſe. 

The good lady took her leave, after 
having heard mn approved this reſolu- 
tion; which, as I have been ſince in- 
_— he put in execution as he had 

Al 


' THE CONCLUSION. 


ERE, O reader! a total ſtop is put 
to my endeavours to oblige thee, 


ann 6 wits we eas U 


K. 


I have already wrote to a tenant , 


point 


native purity. * 
to SY her 205 

— her pocket the deny op 
ely youth; the girl, der mane 

me, as well as for they, took it up, and 
was charmed with i 1 renewed the 


anf, aq py to it — _ 


; | 
it was her bedfellow; —— it —— em- 


braced, and lay within her arma; ſo that, 


in ſpite of all my cares, agg ever 
* having ſeen the ſubſtance of 


has received an _— the 
ſexes. 
Her pretty fingers have the 


2 to ne ws my Tablets; the dia- 
gue 


| ney ted remains ſtill unex- 
punged, a ves no room for any fu - 


ture — How grievous a Gar- iſap- 


pointment to me! how terrible a mor- 


tifieation— But we muſt all ſubmit to 
deftiny, which compels me now to bid 


Nature has baffled all my vain proce” *thee eternally adicu ! adicu! adicul 
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